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An Act to Extend the Protections of the Maine Civil Rights Act to Actions That Cause Emotional Distress or Fear of Violence
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__8c936e06_ec6c_4b17_a93c_93b0][bookmark: _PAR__9_e4494ac1_1be8_42fa_bda3_f2df3e57][bookmark: _LINE__15_5dbd09e7_0d45_4a52_997b_63402b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__331e5b9f_5c34_4d4e_a7c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7abba50b_6d34_4aa1_b5]§4684-A.  Civil rights
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a4481f91_be6b_412e_b97][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f83d5781_3ca2_46c0_ab20_bb79][bookmark: _PAR__10_cb6099fc_0adf_4650_8faf_b137059][bookmark: _LINE__16_e745f972_1528_44ec_951d_4ed904][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6bd79684_ba61_4c36_8b0][bookmark: _LINE__17_c3a34f8c_683b_4160_8429_8bb022][bookmark: _LINE__18_35146614_b545_4688_b96f_643482][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5ea3fff4_39b9_4499_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9d59d39b_7880_4ce8_97][bookmark: _LINE__19_967aba47_a2bc_4f48_9e5c_12e5b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__866119d8_4165_4950_b7][bookmark: _LINE__20_53a8724a_0579_4019_925c_b844d6][bookmark: _LINE__21_1dfabdff_3b6f_47d0_876f_4c1bc2][bookmark: _LINE__22_6f7c1b92_4c3f_4650_8213_e4a251][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c3341490_1c5b_4d88_9f][bookmark: _LINE__23_26a655be_87bb_4b8d_be44_1e5061][bookmark: _LINE__24_e55ed0c2_be83_4cf4_afc4_e6d657]For purposes of this chapter and Title 17, section 2931, a person has the right to engage in lawful activities without being subject to physical force or violence, damage or destruction of property, trespass on property or, the threat of physical force or violence, damage or destruction of property or trespass on property or a course of conduct that would cause a reasonable person to suffer emotional distress or to fear death or bodily injury to that person or a close relation motivated by reason of race, color, religion, sex, ancestry, national origin, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation or gender identity.  For purposes of this section, "close relation" and "emotional distress" have the same meanings as in Title 17-A, section 210-A, subsection 2, paragraph B and paragraph D, respectively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_b547ccbc_4c44_45a7_b779_1b4c55d][bookmark: _LINE__26_04ecdc54_c1b7_4154_aa00_a25aef][bookmark: _LINE__27_c102e466_bd01_4389_ab17_7fe51e][bookmark: _LINE__28_8bc1096f_d08c_4732_9ecf_b3fe22][bookmark: _LINE__29_7119c282_0ada_4321_a112_6d872a][bookmark: _LINE__30_9b9dddd7_4ab0_4649_bd79_5e73ce][bookmark: _LINE__31_814e5aff_a261_4a8a_beba_850832][bookmark: _LINE__32_9a073d22_ddcf_4881_9820_a50e60][bookmark: _LINE__33_a22a015c_c2c1_4c9d_9ded_863413][bookmark: _LINE__34_ed3e04a0_30ab_4988_b193_48d309]This bill strengthens the protections of the Maine Civil Rights Act by prohibiting a person from intentionally interfering or attempting to intentionally interfere with another person's exercise or enjoyment of that other person's civil rights by engaging in any course of conduct that would cause a reasonable person to suffer emotional distress or to fear violence.  Examples of behavior prohibited under the bill include repeatedly trespassing on another person's property to hang or burn a figure in effigy or to fumigate the other person's residential property with pesticides when such conduct is motivated by reason of race, color, religion, sex, ancestry, national origin, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation or gender identity.
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