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An Act Regarding Abandoned Vehicles Due to Involuntary Psychiatric Hospitalization
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__50ad24b0_9e6b_481a_b97f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__49fbabce_ed19_4995_afc3_36a][bookmark: _PAR__4_a2695115_c213_49fc_a2b0_013138b1][bookmark: _LINE__4_a70bfca1_b199_4d17_b90b_bea5d25][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5b01497b_792b_4fde_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fe4f95f4_29fc_4a0a_b53][bookmark: _LINE__5_a101c2f5_66ae_41f3_841c_41de436][bookmark: _LINE__6_d680e2d7_3af6_477a_ba5e_4999232][bookmark: _LINE__7_92ab71e7_86a6_489f_a2d3_3042d4c][bookmark: _LINE__8_8648641d_e64e_4b4e_9590_9c61cfd][bookmark: _LINE__9_fe362e52_8801_4cdd_a042_fc0af5a][bookmark: _LINE__10_e0f45f77_72ba_4840_af03_cf25f1][bookmark: _LINE__11_ea8516b0_3f23_4916_a5c0_10f881][bookmark: _LINE__12_54a559d0_c399_4109_95fd_0c3d8a][bookmark: _LINE__13_70040316_e56c_4a83_a5ce_2f47f6][bookmark: _LINE__14_b73abffd_ce3f_4543_8ad2_a0e59d]1. Abandonment; involuntary hospitalization. Notwithstanding section 1852, if the owner of the premises where a vehicle described in section 1851 is located or the owner's agent has been notified that the vehicle owner is hospitalized pursuant to the process set forth in Title 34-B, chapter 3, subchapter 4, article 3, the vehicle is considered abandoned if the owner or lienholder does not retrieve and pay all reasonable charges for towing, storing and authorized repair of the vehicle within 120 days after the notices to the owner and lienholder are sent by the Secretary of State or 120 days after the advertisement is published as required in section 1854, subsection 4.  There is a rebuttable presumption that the last owner of record of a vehicle found abandoned as shown in the files of the office of the Secretary of State is the vehicle owner at the time it was abandoned and the person who abandoned it.
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_496d78ca_790b_47f6_9fdb_69fca54][bookmark: _LINE__34_cb343141_3c9c_45ff_a5c8_3b24b8][bookmark: _LINE__35_ff84cbef_5d57_4f3a_82ee_81a0a3][bookmark: _LINE__36_c0a17d9e_82a2_4745_aa8a_cf5598][bookmark: _LINE__37_432abf43_b110_4989_aebf_c88748][bookmark: _LINE__38_e1e42e43_b6e3_449c_8483_f5d8a7][bookmark: _LINE__39_a6e1247e_b76d_48dd_87de_33d314][bookmark: _LINE__40_16d09eaf_e217_4e45_8a59_793aa5][bookmark: _LINE__41_e62ce157_9571_410f_9d00_8a5f8d][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__7863e684_0545_4305_b545_931][bookmark: _PAGE__2_3e5b1b10_c251_4ded_af6d_6803de9][bookmark: _PAR__1_4226eaf4_6b83_4024_9a19_e6ada19f][bookmark: _LINE__1_8b5e4a9a_af37_4bb0_8d58_eb166da][bookmark: _LINE__2_13e165f5_e846_4bf8_8a0e_ddec339]This bill allows a period of 120 days before the Secretary of State determines that a vehicle is abandoned if the vehicle owner is involuntarily hospitalized. The notification of involuntary hospitalization, which must be provided to the Secretary to State, may come from the owner of the vehicle, the hospital or another person authorized by the owner of the vehicle. The bill prohibits the Secretary of State from issuing a letter of ownership or certificate of title until at least 120 days after the date on which the owner of the premises where a vehicle has been abandoned, or the owner's agent, has been notified that the vehicle owner is involuntarily hospitalized. The bill also reduces the total storage charges to $600 for the first 30 days of storage and specifies the total storage charges may not exceed $1,500 for each subsequent 30-day period.
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