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L.D. 
An Act to Exempt Pegmatite Mining from the Maine Metallic Mineral Mining Act and Establish a Permit-by-rule Process
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__68980d2e_9e78_4fd2_9b92_1c5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6449520e_c91e_41e4_883][bookmark: _PAR__3_f5b2b417_2367_4ec0_ac01_95eed4a1][bookmark: _LINE__9_25a1d89c_11b8_472c_9028_df28613][bookmark: _LINE__10_fa82f7c6_1e4d_4483_8a53_771f45][bookmark: _LINE__11_d1a84d23_0c12_45da_87b6_efa890][bookmark: _LINE__12_885fbf11_8015_4f2c_8449_eb1c1b][bookmark: _LINE__13_22ea0612_9211_45a3_af8f_f2262c]Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the department shall decide upon an application for permit by rule submitted pursuant to this subsection within 30 calendar days after notifying the applicant of acceptance of the application.  If the department does not approve or deny the application within that 30-day period, the applicant may begin the pegmatite mining activity as described in the application.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d012f104_5bfa_4278_be3e_5a6a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__69a2828b_5d40_470a_9cc][bookmark: _PAR__4_664efe17_5922_4695_ac3f_92ca4e55][bookmark: _LINE__14_f3bbaaca_2348_4fea_967e_787f51][bookmark: _LINE__15_066ba9a5_8e43_4686_a014_dd732d][bookmark: _LINE__16_960b896c_a4ca_486b_94c5_55ad4f][bookmark: _LINE__17_c86fe755_5f73_4fdb_be9f_38bc39]Pegmatite mining conducted pursuant to this subsection is not subject to the otherwise applicable requirements of this article, the otherwise applicable rules adopted pursuant to this article, except for those rules adopted by the department pursuant to this subsection, or the fees for metallic mineral mining set forth in section 352, subsection 4‑A.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9a2be382_fd8f_47d5_82d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c95ad212_12b3_42ac_a0e8_0696][bookmark: _PAR__5_f15b18d0_3b79_436d_92dd_609c995f][bookmark: _LINE__18_ebf7c6c7_d6d9_4cdf_af07_42ba45][bookmark: _LINE__19_d842048a_8b55_4c2b_8c9b_0a3a7a][bookmark: _LINE__20_3d7ffabf_0015_4002_87a5_027f8c]The department shall adopt rules to implement this subsection.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__48518348_2673_4cc3_bf26_baca4d][bookmark: _PAR__6_fadcc0ec_9239_44f4_8172_6731308c][bookmark: _LINE__21_2c18f135_0e28_4c51_80d3_ee337f]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ce8a8d33_67aa_4110_9374_94a03b66][bookmark: _LINE__22_82028af9_be97_4811_83b5_feb0e2][bookmark: _LINE__23_f8bac110_3ea5_4405_b455_30a39b][bookmark: _LINE__24_f08ac31f_eb03_4981_97bb_7cff74]This bill amends the Maine Metallic Mineral Mining Act to provide that the Department of Environmental Protection may authorize a person to engage in pegmatite mining through a permit by rule if:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_53a6be81_e471_4e44_994e_0f7a4509][bookmark: _LINE__25_c91af8c6_f374_4598_b70e_656c0a][bookmark: _LINE__26_3e2e6fb0_a293_4816_a7a3_766119][bookmark: _LINE__27_179660be_817f_4f06_bcb5_e470e7]1.  The activity is subject to and satisfies the requirements of the quarrying laws, as applicable, including, but not limited to, site reclamation requirements, environmental protection standards and public safety standards; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_beb07766_c2b0_402d_8f25_be63519][bookmark: _LINE__30_8f2104af_1282_4738_9255_4ff8b2][bookmark: _LINE__31_fd69107a_88ff_42b5_aab1_72253b][bookmark: _LINE__32_ac6ba0bf_78a2_4970_93cf_ba86f6][bookmark: _LINE__33_cfb2f360_8df6_4e87_bddb_8d2dab][bookmark: _LINE__34_994e3055_b9b9_4f5b_b0cf_324352][bookmark: _LINE__35_89ef6d46_d80c_4c9c_aa3e_609fe8]Pegmatite mining conducted pursuant to such a permit by rule is not subject to the otherwise applicable requirements of the mining law, the otherwise applicable rules adopted pursuant to that law or the otherwise applicable fees for metallic mineral mining.  The bill defines "pegmatite mining" as the extraction for commercial sale of pegmatite or similar minerals commonly found in pegmatite rock formations, including, but not limited to, gemstones, feldspar, mica and lithium-bearing minerals.
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