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An Act to Standardize the Laws Regarding the Carrying of Concealed Handguns in State Parks
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_60165160_65b1_4415_9a7c_d7c4ceeb][bookmark: _LINE__3_94938346_9a81_4aa2_ba00_3541165][bookmark: _LINE__4_b2f9d634_7a71_4fad_a50e_b071dac][bookmark: _LINE__5_fc730e89_a9de_436f_bfb5_757dc7f]Whereas, this legislation provides that a person may carry a concealed handgun in state parks, Baxter State Park, the Allagash Wilderness Waterway and Acadia National Park without a concealed handgun permit; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_0be4c30f_fea7_4343_a480_799a07fa][bookmark: _LINE__8_3d901c10_22cf_432d_89af_4459643][bookmark: _LINE__9_b6d653e1_ab60_481a_8b03_192322e][bookmark: _LINE__10_7db0f62e_68fd_488f_aebe_d2a458][bookmark: _LINE__11_81e7a730_6015_40a4_a3d2_d119a9]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__396c5296_0de2_427c_9f1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dcc73a3b_5347_4729_8ee2_4752][bookmark: _PAR__12_88d3c0c4_a569_48be_9034_a36d293][bookmark: _LINE__34_2b7d1911_7185_43f9_af62_2f0f50][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__919b1e04_f26a_4804_b41][bookmark: _LINE__35_00a0b4b0_602a_49f1_bef1_a71ea3]C.  An authorized federal, state or local law enforcement officer in the performance of that officer's official duties;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1c94876f_18ed_47e3_853c_dac][bookmark: _PAR__2_1901a7cd_14da_4f7a_be2e_3ec9b86a][bookmark: _LINE__4_037d3bbd_4dae_41a4_9043_4893c3c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__458f84e3_74af_4816_b736][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c63fbd86_8cb1_4359_91f][bookmark: _LINE__5_200bc439_0a53_4771_af47_8210a6b][bookmark: _LINE__6_634c1e51_a998_4568_9325_a3a5c50][bookmark: _LINE__7_086be40b_69bc_4add_8c27_26a3ac7][bookmark: _LINE__8_85b66aa0_dd10_4811_b8c6_20405e9][bookmark: _LINE__9_307911c9_b21c_4ff3_9fcb_925026e][bookmark: _LINE__10_e5addb24_efe3_491b_880e_179e76](1)  Photographic identification issued by the law enforcement agency from which the person retired from service as a law enforcement officer that indicates that the person has, not less recently than one year before the date the person carries the concealed handgun, been tested or otherwise found by the agency to meet the standards established by the agency for training and qualification for active law enforcement officers to carry a handgun of the same type as the concealed handgun; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__09eb28d3_6ca5_4369_8311_850][bookmark: _PAR__3_e2166146_ad24_4387_8ede_5b6d38d4][bookmark: _LINE__11_802a6794_d72d_436c_8069_8aacc2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1321b416_e34b_4aaa_bd79][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0a322e00_e5b5_4714_aa6][bookmark: _LINE__12_07423c3a_3477_4d24_8eac_8beb90][bookmark: _LINE__13_e0a08e16_3ccf_4087_8da5_4e0a10][bookmark: _LINE__14_ae1ce1b2_4944_46a9_96e2_8ae36d][bookmark: _LINE__15_0c2a529f_6979_4ea6_a699_984dc0][bookmark: _LINE__16_d700a992_3f3b_401f_9796_8309af][bookmark: _LINE__17_0e900c70_68cc_46f1_8dae_ed252a](2)  Photographic identification issued by the law enforcement agency from which the person retired from service as a law enforcement officer and a certification issued by the state in which the person resides that indicates that the person has, not less recently than one year before the date the person carries the concealed handgun, been tested or otherwise found by that state to meet the standards established by that state for training and qualification for active law enforcement officers to carry a handgun of the same type as the concealed handgun.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_31f001da_976e_4304_96d4_a80b74cb][bookmark: _LINE__25_5f42f235_602d_458f_96cd_79ef59][bookmark: _LINE__26_31af64cb_bc8e_4229_95c4_dcf8ad][bookmark: _LINE__27_700bea3c_40a0_4e85_93d8_0fffdb][bookmark: _LINE__28_5ff5d57b_11f5_4162_8b1d_139ffa][bookmark: _LINE__29_721e00a9_bb98_4dc7_88ff_a72c1c][bookmark: _LINE__30_e0c752f9_d1b9_4914_a7bc_1161cf][bookmark: _LINE__31_f531bcac_8c90_4e19_a19a_6a0dec][bookmark: _LINE__32_8974d134_b267_4eb4_b6ff_6c63c0]This bill removes the requirement that a person have a valid permit in order to carry a concealed handgun in state parks, Baxter State Park, the Allagash Wilderness Waterway and Acadia National Park and instead provides that any person who is not otherwise prohibited from possessing a firearm may carry a concealed handgun in these locations. The bill also directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands to update its rules to remove the requirement that a person have a valid permit in order to carry a concealed handgun in state parks, Baxter State Park and the Allagash Wilderness Waterway.
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