132nd Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding Children with Behavioral Health Needs Awaiting Placement in Residential Care Facilities
L.D. 
An Act Regarding Children with Behavioral Health Needs Awaiting Placement in Residential Care Facilities
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__27ab4d33_829e_4687_b5e0_46bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d4580e10_3019_44a0_a15][bookmark: _PAR__7_472b21f5_1d54_495f_b072_86b31e30][bookmark: _LINE__14_6ff14e4b_3dc9_4d18_8019_e61dff][bookmark: _LINE__15_8e157f44_ea87_4fb7_aed3_30898b][bookmark: _LINE__16_4acabf78_9034_46ac_b1f6_e31bd8][bookmark: _LINE__17_fbca0af9_79be_4770_9798_834fd6][bookmark: _LINE__18_3651d4ec_0f34_4543_a425_0d999b][bookmark: _LINE__19_af1ab927_a35c_4a87_9684_8757aa][bookmark: _LINE__20_760427b1_3b2a_40ff_8bda_d0a7b0]Beginning January 1, 2026, the department shall provide reimbursement to hospitals, other than critical access hospitals, for each day that a MaineCare eligible individual under 19 years of age is in the care of a hospital while awaiting placement in a children's residential care facility as defined in section 8101, subsection 4.  The department shall reimburse hospitals prospectively at the average daily rate for a MaineCare member at a children's residential care facility.  For the purposes of this section, "critical access hospital" has the same meaning as in section 7932, subsection 10.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b8d80486_53dd][bookmark: _PAR__14_9be8562e_06a4_4984_8488_c6d976d][bookmark: _LINE__36_e2d33778_2c0a_4412_9cc4_6a04e5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__09fa27ca_0d7c_4015][bookmark: _LINE__37_833eeede_c627_4f64_860b_6d45d5][bookmark: _LINE__38_0a1775ba_0d31_4cb8_b6e8_dece47][bookmark: _LINE__39_29c87284_6a1d_4f5a_8077_d4e2b9][bookmark: _LINE__40_8f3f9d6c_8a4a_4e2b_969b_7b8620]Sec. 3.  Hospital reimbursement rules.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall amend its rules in Chapter 101: MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III, Section 45, Hospital Services to implement the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 3174-PPP.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2a24d1fc_128b][bookmark: _PAGE__2_06a8c522_1024_4657_a9cd_1c13b24][bookmark: _PAR__1_e2881861_9ef8_4795_9db7_4022ef1a][bookmark: _LINE__1_232271a3_e93c_44b8_8184_5b3b95b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__63827ca3_50b7_42ff][bookmark: _LINE__2_ce56dddb_8bf6_44d1_a761_5ba5c8f][bookmark: _LINE__3_a775b3ae_ec4b_4462_80af_2341742][bookmark: _LINE__4_6b313faf_d565_4ae9_9cba_53e5b28][bookmark: _LINE__5_6bab47f0_fd4a_4fcc_b33f_05784a4][bookmark: _LINE__6_91884799_811d_46e3_9bd1_73adb47][bookmark: _LINE__7_6ce27060_8368_4324_bbcc_2166b19][bookmark: _LINE__8_86ea6607_5e7c_4f49_a4f3_c1cf92d][bookmark: _LINE__9_4e676fef_313b_49b1_8bd7_43943db][bookmark: _LINE__10_ebb37cd9_1711_4c4d_936b_60390e][bookmark: _LINE__11_0bf69b60_fbdb_4540_b103_668331][bookmark: _LINE__12_eee5cb51_9cec_4a31_85f9_9395e2][bookmark: _LINE__13_6ec821d3_963a_4268_972c_f4c393][bookmark: _LINE__14_1e5b9a1b_5665_4d1f_9903_0b4d2f]Sec. 4.  Crisis centers.  No later than 270 days after adjournment of the First Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature or March 16, 2026, whichever is later, the Department of Health and Human Services shall issue a request for proposals to develop 3 crisis centers in the State to meet the needs of children and adolescents with high levels of behavioral health needs who are located in a hospital awaiting placement in an appropriate residential facility or community service.  At least 1/3 of the beds must be available for use by children with intellectual disabilities or autism spectrum disorder.  The request for proposals must include capital costs with a goal to adapt existing facilities in the State.  If no vendor has responded to the request for proposals by October 1, 2026, the department is authorized to issue a sole-source contract.  If the department fails to enter into an agreement with a vendor to develop one or more crisis centers by December 1, 2026, the department shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters by March 1, 2027 with a plan for how the department will meet the crisis needs of children and adolescents with high levels of behavioral health needs.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e6cc2269_1701][bookmark: _PAR__2_7123638a_2387_47cf_9e74_b5fd9a6b][bookmark: _LINE__15_28f2a6b8_fec1_4ce0_a48e_5bb790][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2b5cd658_a497_45de][bookmark: _LINE__16_318e75ea_d0c6_4e9b_8296_73fd50][bookmark: _LINE__17_ee8cf559_26d1_4ff3_acf7_b53dc8][bookmark: _LINE__18_aeeb2093_a9f3_4b76_a0c3_aa8e7c][bookmark: _LINE__19_a47b9704_9ff0_4f9c_84dd_596635][bookmark: _LINE__20_9a959f75_a867_492f_a1ef_74c060][bookmark: _LINE__21_a3b5917e_e220_4009_87b4_2cdf45][bookmark: _LINE__22_a296d06d_2b95_42e2_b7c9_4e5d87][bookmark: _LINE__23_db7cfec6_0dee_4aeb_9ec3_2d0b32]Sec. 5.  Psychiatric residential treatment facilities.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall enter into an agreement with a vendor to provide one or more psychiatric residential treatment facilities no later than April 1, 2025.  If the department fails to enter into an agreement with a vendor by that date, the department is required to establish a facility that is owned and operated by the department and the facility must be operational by July 1, 2026.  The department shall submit a report no later than May 1, 2025 to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services with its actions and plans with respect to establishing a psychiatric residential treatment facility either through a vendor or department operation.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0eb9b6b0_b97a][bookmark: _PAR__3_63dc3ad8_a502_454c_8716_d8e99385][bookmark: _LINE__24_016ca3e1_3240_4652_b739_2ba8c3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a96ffe8d_6531_4cb4][bookmark: _LINE__25_02a289e9_5f8e_4eda_9387_e890aa][bookmark: _LINE__26_7032cad6_ccd4_48bc_852d_1309b2][bookmark: _LINE__27_f88e7e0e_b6ae_4f68_8e7b_9da427][bookmark: _LINE__28_9d2c63ca_a01c_4548_8223_ee932b][bookmark: _LINE__29_6d7a2194_c27e_4f43_b209_218439][bookmark: _LINE__30_13f493e2_646f_4044_a2ac_384ece]Sec. 6.  Settlement data.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall provide to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters copies of the de-identified data provided to the independent reviewer pursuant to the settlement agreement executed in response to the lawsuit United States of America v. State of Maine, United States District Court, District of Maine, Docket No. 1:24-cv-00315-SDN no later than 30 days after that data is provided to the independent reviewer.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_042c8617_e47f_45e0_9877_2bb05af9][bookmark: _LINE__34_0228f353_70b8_4aeb_bc8e_57c973][bookmark: _LINE__35_5a9611f3_2c60_428f_b301_dcdada][bookmark: _LINE__36_ba9858f2_beb6_4ccc_9e94_315f1a][bookmark: _LINE__37_0261dae4_7344_40bf_9fbd_5bd72b][bookmark: _LINE__38_b7ffd368_d16e_459e_9d63_ae307f][bookmark: _LINE__39_eb8adc6d_1a12_48a6_af2a_96172e][bookmark: _LINE__40_c31c92e1_8da3_4338_9ec9_4e6d6c]This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to reimburse hospitals for children who are eligible under the MaineCare program and who are in hospital emergency rooms awaiting placement in a children's residential care facility at the same rate as would be provided to a children's residential care facility.  The bill requires the department to develop 3 crisis centers for children and adolescents with high levels of behavioral health needs and awaiting placement in a residential facility or community service.  
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c67f0298_4a94_4123_96a6_34228e3c][bookmark: _LINE__41_cb9750d5_5717_4fd6_a01e_bdead4][bookmark: _LINE__42_3ecb0fcb_5a3f_4345_bdf6_3aa552][bookmark: _LINE__43_47f96163_38ce_4fe6_89da_6351ad][bookmark: _LINE__44_2a108bc7_0dcd_4990_8ca1_319c8a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__c98024c8_493d_4ecf_9ae0_706][bookmark: _PAGE__3_200f724b_3e22_4193_8d47_89612e0][bookmark: _PAR__1_6ec36e2d_c809_4fed_ba88_8b1e0c81][bookmark: _LINE__1_a86a30dd_a3fd_43f4_8b08_8c67e25][bookmark: _LINE__2_dcd95127_2668_4b56_9b67_006d29d][bookmark: _LINE__3_7c8d8b98_021e_42c0_8460_5488dda][bookmark: _LINE__4_12c8f59a_515a_47a3_8a41_634746f][bookmark: _LINE__5_29f9819d_a1d8_460a_9de4_12cb70e]The bill requires the department to enter into an agreement with a vendor to provide a psychiatric residential treatment facility by April 1, 2025 or develop a facility owned and operated directly by the department.  The bill requires the department to provide monthly data to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters on the number of children who are in a hospital emergency room awaiting placement.  The report must also include the number of children under 12 years of age, the number of children who have come from another residential setting or hospital, the number of children who are experiencing homelessness and the services the children are waiting for.
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LR0897, item 1 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
