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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__58683a39_9b27_4379_8f68_96c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c400c7f2_b05f_4c5b_9ac][bookmark: _PAR__6_35f4693f_61c1_47bf_b699_1853ff77][bookmark: _LINE__6_b00a85bb_56d5_4f68_b617_01f14b2][bookmark: _LINE__7_10656bc6_ad29_4d71_ad9e_130cf22][bookmark: _LINE__8_f1d65b51_1326_4b2a_8b11_f369b69][bookmark: _LINE__9_8e2db2dd_9755_4b52_a1b8_dc27f87][bookmark: _LINE__10_f7577c47_f2a8_4921_af28_267f16][bookmark: _LINE__11_09162895_a11c_4029_8d33_a47f56]There is established the 2021 Maine Tax Amnesty Program, referred to in this chapter as "the tax amnesty program."  The tax amnesty program is intended to encourage delinquent taxpayers to comply with the State's tax law and to enable the assessor to identify and collect previously unreported taxes and to accelerate collection of certain delinquent tax liabilities.  The long-term goal of the tax amnesty program is to improve taxpayer compliance with the State's tax law.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a1d74480_9656_41c0_861b_3d74][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ca2f664_9b79_4014_a69][bookmark: _PAR__8_030314f4_925d_4d10_aec3_f8d311ac][bookmark: _LINE__13_63512792_8598_4bfe_a318_809ed1][bookmark: _LINE__14_797e8163_4b8c_45df_9970_a11ae1][bookmark: _LINE__15_8544670e_9166_4f11_9701_37c66d][bookmark: _LINE__16_14439f9c_88a1_4443_8ddb_4f119c][bookmark: _LINE__17_ceae72d4_dd87_4a6f_a580_d40b32][bookmark: _LINE__18_cdce32e1_733b_4d5c_9c85_b7e3aa][bookmark: _LINE__19_f6f3c648_b258_491e_869c_47d751][bookmark: _LINE__20_8fe72f30_0cab_4d2f_80b2_dd1973][bookmark: _LINE__21_e9fa0497_53e8_490c_b711_3c3c99][bookmark: _LINE__22_20d7a227_95ac_413a_b045_f2c015][bookmark: _LINE__23_92862bd7_147b_494f_9cd6_e1ce15][bookmark: _LINE__24_58755bb2_9790_404c_9a03_1411ca][bookmark: _LINE__25_967e70eb_9dca_4269_ba7e_899d3f][bookmark: _LINE__26_f8c85dc9_be52_4fd5_86ec_9f1aad]The assessor shall administer the 2021 Maine Tax Amnesty Program.  The tax amnesty program applies to tax liabilities delinquent as of September 30, 2021, including tax due for which a return has not been filed.  A taxpayer may participate in the tax amnesty program whether or not the taxpayer is under audit and without regard to whether the amount due is subject to a pending administrative or judicial proceeding, except that this does not include pending criminal action or debts for which the State has secured a warrant or civil judgment in its favor in Superior Court.  A taxpayer may participate in the tax amnesty program to the extent of the uncontested portion of an assessed liability.  Participation in the program is conditioned upon the taxpayer's agreement to forgo the right to protest or pursue an administrative or judicial proceeding with regard to returns filed under the tax amnesty program or to claim any refund of money paid under the tax amnesty program.  A taxpayer with a tax liability within the limitations of this chapter is absolved from criminal or civil prosecution or civil penalties plus 1/2 of the interest associated with any such liability except as otherwise provided in this chapter if the taxpayer:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__63551a48_552b_46b0_b2ca_d55b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5f605484_831b_42ac_a6d][bookmark: _PAR__5_cfc17d7b_c2ee_4148_ba46_d67b56bf][bookmark: _LINE__7_6f7a8127_d9c2_4f18_b9f6_26550c7][bookmark: _LINE__8_ebd48ac4_7bf5_4c4f_8bde_7dd1aca][bookmark: _LINE__9_b90eb03e_97c6_4195_bc08_e8b5399][bookmark: _LINE__10_b4cf7cd5_a974_46a2_bf84_18ca90][bookmark: _LINE__11_6a3958f0_7aa1_4d95_92ad_eb45e5][bookmark: _LINE__12_36c78531_c4ef_4f45_8cd1_2727ec]The assessor shall prepare and make available the 2021 amnesty tax return, referred to in this chapter as "the amnesty tax return."  The return and associated guidelines prepared by the assessor that govern participation in the 2021 Maine Tax Amnesty Program are exempt from the Maine Administrative Procedure Act.  The application requires the approval of the assessor.  The assessor may deny any application not consistent with the tax amnesty program.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__337ce031_0742_44ed_a23a_9e93][bookmark: _PAR__6_124e7092_6666_40f0_a7fb_79ef5ec1][bookmark: _LINE__13_ee457784_adc9_4975_acab_b4e2b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5138a05b_7a17_4c38_9118][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b52cf0b0_516c_46fc_b6]§6626.  Preamnesty settlements
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b1f6f322_3e20_4668_ac4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0e13e0ee_dbe8_4f0d_93fa_60ee][bookmark: _PAR__7_f3989db8_d0a0_4c4e_b00e_51925357][bookmark: _LINE__14_de5ff65c_ec9e_4b3f_9dc2_d7c470][bookmark: _LINE__15_ac15e809_09e4_43ce_8b20_2ac3e9][bookmark: _LINE__16_022c5069_a70e_448f_9334_8002ef][bookmark: _LINE__17_47005c98_55b1_41a7_b79c_44b530][bookmark: _LINE__18_dc29c531_e2e0_412e_881b_ee7e54][bookmark: _LINE__19_050173b7_2858_4db8_9355_1b82e1][bookmark: _LINE__20_ddda5198_4801_4d84_9d65_081cf6][bookmark: _LINE__21_db6c8bf6_4f07_45a9_b3b3_842ef9]Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, the assessor shall, during the period beginning on the effective date of this chapter to October 1, 2021, make a settlement offer that requires full payment of tax and 1/2 of the accrued interest to any taxpayer that has a recorded and recognized delinquent state tax liability as of the effective date of this chapter.  The settlement offer authorized under this section does not apply to a taxpayer whose liability is the result of a criminal conviction or is currently charged with a criminal offense arising from a violation of the state tax law as provided in this Title or Title 17-A or has been referred to the Attorney General for criminal prosecution.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e2054572_48e4][bookmark: _PAR__8_1db2b21a_55d4_4c3f_b899_5d21e800][bookmark: _LINE__22_556ca6f4_4a80_4da3_9060_305910][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bb688338_7167_479a][bookmark: _LINE__23_104c6a4d_1a95_4a9a_b670_566b4a][bookmark: _LINE__24_6e1f5adf_8912_4162_b3f8_bcb7e1][bookmark: _LINE__25_39a54d61_0938_4768_8e57_b760a3][bookmark: _LINE__26_56f7e3ed_cee4_4ae6_a1ac_f62b03][bookmark: _LINE__27_ce74198d_a338_43af_918b_3cf436][bookmark: _LINE__28_f9ab771d_6a1e_4fa0_a043_cbef22][bookmark: _LINE__29_d5376f68_0b8a_4e75_b397_e127b1][bookmark: _LINE__30_45d0f879_e402_4081_b437_47f4de][bookmark: _LINE__31_911bbc29_324f_4806_ab75_909263][bookmark: _LINE__32_7a8649ab_4107_4feb_b293_ab6863]Sec. 2.  Preamnesty collections; legislative intent.  The Legislature finds that it is in the best interest of the State and public welfare of the people of Maine to ensure that there is no delay in the payment of delinquent state tax liabilities as a result of the 2021 Maine Tax Amnesty Program established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, chapter 914-E.  The Legislature further finds that many taxpayers are likely to defer payment of delinquent tax liabilities in order to take advantage of lower interest and penalty amounts available under the 2021 Maine Tax Amnesty Program.  Therefore, to ensure the timely collection of state tax revenue prior to the effective date of the 2021 Maine Tax Amnesty Program, the Legislature encourages the State Tax Assessor to use the full extent of the State Tax Assessor's authority under Title 36, including the abatement of interest and penalty consistent with the provisions of the 2021 Maine Tax Amnesty Program.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_c13bc0a9_ef6c_40f4_8707_74122ec][bookmark: _LINE__34_946978ba_68b5_4267_a57b_aa2aa3][bookmark: _LINE__35_486986a2_c936_465e_9be4_7dff9f][bookmark: _LINE__36_b529415f_874d_46b5_a2f1_6d8cbd][bookmark: _LINE__37_cc094dcc_98f2_41b3_bdd9_64c584][bookmark: _LINE__38_e046886b_abe8_4ecb_bd4a_ad0c00][bookmark: _LINE__39_3ef003cd_a69d_402a_b93f_05b03e][bookmark: _LINE__40_0152a7f2_fd3f_47c2_8304_6d2183][bookmark: _LINE__41_0f03e95f_edfb_4c9f_a18e_a3c598]This bill, for the purposes of encouraging delinquent taxpayers to comply with the law, collecting unreported taxes and accelerating the collection of certain delinquent state tax liabilities, enacts the 2021 Maine Tax Amnesty Program.  Under the program, a person with a tax delinquency as of September 30, 2021 may pay the taxes owed, plus half the accrued interest, without incurring any other criminal or civil liability.  The period during which a delinquency may be paid under the 2021 Maine Tax Amnesty Program is from October 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021.  The program is not available for debts for which the State has secured a warrant or civil judgment in the State's favor.
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