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An Act Regarding Public Higher Education Funding in the State
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1aa4138d_e968_4f3e_964f_2909][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1ca0047d_6af7_4556_949][bookmark: _PAR__4_9f6a2de9_2119_4899_87d9_139effa5][bookmark: _LINE__4_b78c7ce7_abb6_400b_9ea7_6765a6d][bookmark: _LINE__5_0f5ecb12_c58d_4b65_922c_81fef1f][bookmark: _LINE__6_2ba8afee_2bcf_46ba_bec3_75d18bc][bookmark: _LINE__7_dba6c0c9_499f_4d13_b15c_e4e121a][bookmark: _LINE__8_e66aab52_a99a_4ea5_8358_c802cf8]Beginning in fiscal year 2025-26 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Legislature shall increase the percentage of the Maine Maritime Academy's total state appropriation as a share of its total operating costs by 5% until the percentage of the total state appropriation as a share of the Maine Maritime Academy's total operating costs equals at least the lesser of:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__601d9f9c_9978_4723_9d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6ad6fbe3_cfa7_4caf_a040_5961][bookmark: _PAR__7_887cd447_e89c_41ac_aa8e_23be4c6e][bookmark: _LINE__13_943ca647_c8c7_4284_8920_6ff43d][bookmark: _LINE__14_569bf74e_52d8_446b_8793_3c851e][bookmark: _LINE__15_f9899692_7e93_4504_8661_24251e][bookmark: _LINE__16_a61b7482_6257_45e0_8a38_2725e3]Beginning in 2025, the University of Maine System, the Maine Community College System and the Maine Maritime Academy shall each submit to the Governor and to the Legislature a report by December 1st annually that contains its most recent total operating costs.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4c9ee9dc_4b7a][bookmark: _PAR__8_fc90d345_c0e6_4055_9d15_25975a26][bookmark: _LINE__17_4a2b0fee_8f03_47cf_91d2_bcf876][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ca6c010f_a2f3_49b7][bookmark: _LINE__18_713b88d1_b9bc_4ad1_995d_5c1e2d][bookmark: _LINE__19_77eb0fbc_c3db_4020_a8f1_a7dae2]Sec. 2.  Commission established.  The Commission to Study the Funding of Public Institutions of Higher Education, referred to in this section as "the commission," is established.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_63e36c08_2de6_47b3_b016_564408c][bookmark: _LINE__21_eaba03d7_e56e_4409_9315_c92658][bookmark: _LINE__22_0a5d0c28_33b2_4a34_bcc2_786fb3][bookmark: _LINE__23_f181236e_fa4e_4b7e_88c3_b2c78e][bookmark: _LINE__24_c090272f_a0e4_408d_a74b_87d8ba]A.  Two members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate, who serve on the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, including one member of the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one member of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_9fb5e9e6_cde8_4abc_8ad9_7bb1205][bookmark: _LINE__25_fbd1e33f_2b1d_4c79_8648_cac862][bookmark: _LINE__26_5e3c3d78_3207_47ee_84d1_105634][bookmark: _LINE__27_db63cea8_a83f_4b98_9cd4_409ffb][bookmark: _LINE__28_b39e062d_ebfe_43ea_bb1c_effbe1]B.  Three members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House, who serve on the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, including 2 members of the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one member of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e89e3960_e6e2_4349_8679_b181f02][bookmark: _LINE__29_14b23063_e0c4_4031_b282_96281a][bookmark: _LINE__30_c61bbb07_5d1c_4e92_918a_3a3e6b]C.  One member with expertise in higher education policy issues representing a statewide education policy research institute, appointed by the President of the Senate;
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_3bd8c50e_cf5c_4f54_954c_f03dfb6][bookmark: _LINE__33_7a3c0304_9e95_4c4d_bd95_6679bf][bookmark: _LINE__34_1fa9cb0c_dc13_4767_9629_8f66c3]E.  One member who is a representative of a union representing the faculty of the Maine Community College System, appointed by the President of the Senate;
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_d75dc4fc_5e70_4347_996e_99032603][bookmark: _LINE__5_453a5647_62f2_4e4c_90b1_636e74e][bookmark: _LINE__6_fa33026f_62b4_4e44_a4fc_4c9cd06]In appointing members of the commission, the appointing authorities shall give consideration to race, gender, socioeconomic diversity and geographic diversity.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_0aa2d672_88ca_4320_9c3a_93d0bfca][bookmark: _LINE__9_41002c4d_6915_44cf_b832_6b67e57][bookmark: _LINE__10_b748d5ae_ec1f_460a_ae41_4beeae][bookmark: _LINE__11_6b6f89d2_7b2b_47ff_be75_f518bd][bookmark: _LINE__12_6cdf32a1_4e97_4932_a603_024f95][bookmark: _LINE__13_7a5e6ecb_0611_4b65_91ce_6e4d24][bookmark: _LINE__14_cbba411d_eb49_4f28_9eb2_0a46ea][bookmark: _LINE__15_38bd6e04_644c_4382_b274_017f8e]3. All appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this Act.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the commission.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this Act a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the commission to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_b022e96d_cb6f_415f_9f76_caccc2a4][bookmark: _LINE__16_84c89907_3975_4f4b_b770_3b3c2f][bookmark: _LINE__17_4b7d1745_6fea_41d3_99b2_649575][bookmark: _LINE__18_53eec223_24cb_4909_a93e_66a594][bookmark: _LINE__19_aee07f5d_cb33_4454_9929_58c85b][bookmark: _LINE__20_18c4e367_715b_4ebe_8c69_73cb14]4. The commission shall review all related laws and rules addressing the State’s public policy on higher education, including but not limited to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 10902, and the methods and mechanisms by which public higher education institutions in the State are funded and make recommendations for potential legislative changes. 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e0cff883_117d_460e_9afc_5a5d4dc0][bookmark: _LINE__21_341a2cfc_74ca_46f9_bd0e_f035b8][bookmark: _LINE__22_914ea2d7_9a7b_4406_adf9_49ece7][bookmark: _LINE__23_1d9b57f0_a028_4692_a983_bafb4b][bookmark: _LINE__24_63d7e9b8_0cd7_46c2_abbd_d5c52a][bookmark: _LINE__25_628cb64a_338e_4e14_9b6e_8381d1][bookmark: _LINE__26_f90743cf_c7c9_47ef_87c2_e2ed78][bookmark: _LINE__27_7d224357_21a6_4ab4_b349_06f96d]In conducting its review, the commission shall analyze present and future goals, including but not limited to expanding access to affordable high-quality higher education to help students achieve postsecondary success in the 21st century.  The commission shall also analyze present and past funding methods and mechanisms used in the State to determine the State's portion of funding for the University of Maine System, the Maine Community College System and the Maine Maritime Academy, as well as funding mechanisms used by other states to fund public higher education.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_c4d9c02d_5dad_41ac_acaa_e89f801][bookmark: _LINE__28_3ff0bb4e_29da_4135_9b7c_3770fb][bookmark: _LINE__29_0fdecc14_3dba_48db_95e6_49d094][bookmark: _LINE__30_a354de52_b821_4e7a_ba7a_6e3aaf][bookmark: _LINE__31_aa4d6e03_60b2_4dbf_a132_180082]To assist the commission in carrying out its review, the Department of Education, the University of Maine System, the Maine Community College System and the Maine Maritime Academy each shall provide to the commission any data and information the commission requests and considers relevant to its work.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_889a8292_f12d_477d_ba59_a6f534d][bookmark: _LINE__32_1e5a6d25_db60_4efb_9861_cf029e][bookmark: _LINE__33_dde81882_333d_4b8d_9ec2_aa98b5][bookmark: _LINE__34_07d9f166_c726_446d_8bd2_ea793b]At the discretion of the chairs, the commission may seek input from students, faculty and staff in the State's public institutions of higher education, groups that have an interest in the State's public institutions of higher education and other stakeholders.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_0d8103a7_c170_4593_a261_9fb21ac][bookmark: _LINE__35_d589f4d5_cde0_4dac_8675_ef9521][bookmark: _LINE__36_b9da6794_f63e_4881_bd5b_9ec9fa][bookmark: _LINE__37_c4da752c_e8ee_4598_affb_1cebb7]5.  The Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the commission, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_47e16543_e06a_47af_b4d4_acc38e5][bookmark: _LINE__38_078f8bc7_e70e_4300_90d7_7e5460][bookmark: _LINE__39_ae713ee9_21dd_4d92_94c0_e1e0ab][bookmark: _LINE__40_59791e27_aec0_4651_a0a5_b53cc3][bookmark: _LINE__41_f20a87d1_c925_49bd_9f61_6b26e0]6. No later than December 3, 2025, the commission shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. The joint standing committee may report out a bill related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_fef0cab7_529a_45e4_8585_9a4a2a99][bookmark: _LINE__2_dbefff5b_bbfe_4e07_8c8b_6b3cccf][bookmark: _LINE__3_b0272caf_b3ec_4ccf_a07f_af35d04][bookmark: _LINE__4_daabf952_636b_4e93_9456_dd4d5c3][bookmark: _LINE__5_19781a92_e60a_42af_978a_c571702][bookmark: _LINE__6_19836653_5441_4d10_9771_49dc9f0][bookmark: _LINE__7_767c3fc4_247c_4a5c_986b_e1a5976][bookmark: _LINE__8_48630742_e52d_4ab6_bbca_f958b47]This bill provides that, beginning in fiscal year 2025-26 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Legislature must increase the percentage of the Maine Maritime Academy's total state appropriation as a share of its total operating costs by 5% until the percentage of the Maine Maritime Academy's total state appropriation as a share of the academy's total operating costs equals at least the lesser of the percentages of the University of Maine System's and the Maine Community College System's total state appropriation as a share of each respective system's total operating costs.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_fd053e40_f645_4994_a0fe_56bd080a][bookmark: _LINE__9_b76b8f84_a700_47c0_803e_a44230c][bookmark: _LINE__10_be398f7a_ec2c_4786_9b3a_8ac916][bookmark: _LINE__11_ff4347d8_190b_4700_82b8_8b5515][bookmark: _LINE__12_4a443848_ade4_489f_a7e8_a9f98e][bookmark: _LINE__13_47adb6e7_ef58_45d2_b368_70c1ed][bookmark: _LINE__14_1a6ff600_6f4a_4936_869c_4447ef]The bill also establishes the Commission to Study the Funding of Public Institutions of Higher Education to review the State's laws and rules related to higher education, analyze past, present and alternative methods and mechanisms of funding public higher education and analyze present and future goals, including expanding access to affordable higher education.  The commission is required to submit a report based on its findings to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs by December 3, 2025.
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