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An Act to Provide Traffic Safety Education in Schools
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__3e516ca7_78bf_48c5_840][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__5088a545_6236_47ed_a6be_c0d20][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__6a0380c4_14de_4b15_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_43f8e966_ba75_45f4_bd25_a5dc9c7][bookmark: _PAR__1_c6850d4c_2c9a_41ec_8517_1dd9a4a5][bookmark: _LINE__1_277c844d_8758_4ad7_8c92_e31a8be]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b1ed1997_28ee_487c_b5f0_67ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0265c77c_8192_4083_89c][bookmark: _PAR__6_35dffb61_f8aa_47dd_95e5_08f2cf55][bookmark: _LINE__6_790afeb1_a15c_4195_b8e8_2385c9f][bookmark: _LINE__7_541eeab8_db12_4eb7_ba10_6a58c85]As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cf6d623e_43f7_4f14_8fcf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bd91de72_6b07_412b_9847_4bb][bookmark: _PAR__7_d169ced7_aa65_43a0_8896_13eccbda][bookmark: _LINE__8_a87ce9b7_72d0_4c3c_8abb_0544065][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__278b3b2b_21c5_4dad_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3673986e_4ad0_48a7_ad1][bookmark: _LINE__9_7fadf43e_bd85_4f74_a945_7ad04d1][bookmark: _LINE__10_2bae5064_2a9a_4c4c_a525_7e3047][bookmark: _LINE__11_a49722f7_f30c_4770_91f9_e91144][bookmark: _LINE__12_51c0d00b_4728_4879_9279_008899][bookmark: _LINE__13_5eede8e3_b8cb_4a94_b08b_b2add8]1.  Micromobility device.  "Micromobility device" means any small, low-speed, human-powered or electric-powered transportation device, including a bicycle, scooter, skateboard, electric-assisted bicycle, electric scooter or e-scooter, electric skateboard and other small, lightweight, wheeled device that has a top speed of 28 miles per hour or less.  "Micromobility device" does not include any transportation device powered by an internal combustion engine. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__67732ff4_c4e9_4acf_8cfd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__982f67d5_4fbb_4d34_b40b_a21][bookmark: _PAR__8_33e9fdc7_cf28_4507_b95d_5f95c81c][bookmark: _LINE__14_8628e881_2912_47ad_95ea_c0777c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__01ec1599_fb98_43d1_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e225c489_e06f_45ab_ab4][bookmark: _LINE__15_41e921c2_6da1_4a6f_99d0_94293a][bookmark: _LINE__16_f728bc67_4fd1_4ecd_af6b_581c3c][bookmark: _LINE__17_45e96826_f8c8_49bb_81e5_8dda06][bookmark: _LINE__18_205440ef_332f_4422_9238_e5a6b3]2.  Traffic safety education.  "Traffic safety education" means education designed to provide instruction regarding traffic safety laws and rules, including best practices for users of public and private ways, including motor vehicle operators, pedestrians, bicyclists, micromobility device operators and other vulnerable users, as that term is defined in Title 29-A, section 101, subsection 91-A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7dc98ae9_26b1_4497_8ec1_7ef2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b98fb8e2_8dda_4f07_bbd][bookmark: _PAR__10_106b042a_dd0e_4baa_a25c_40133d6][bookmark: _LINE__20_257c43f5_0ae7_41cc_a94e_bc3132][bookmark: _LINE__21_8497837c_8076_4b8c_89e7_0f2674][bookmark: _LINE__22_37b5fe72_4701_4d9c_ad14_9bbf93]A school administrative unit shall provide at least one hour of age-appropriate traffic safety education annually to students in grades 2 to 12.  The traffic safety education must meet the minimum requirements specified in section 6703. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__79c8454a_dbde_486a_9979_c3df][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__00de2339_e24b_4622_968][bookmark: _PAR__12_dce11442_b38e_4a4a_b49e_d93c818][bookmark: _LINE__24_96c7ec92_a938_4e66_b719_ab4c43][bookmark: _LINE__25_75608e2f_1eb5_4c7b_a8fa_93bc1d][bookmark: _LINE__26_3c17b0b2_d946_4640_9372_0e2109]A traffic safety education program, referred to in this chapter as "the program," offered by a school administrative unit must meet, at a minimum, the following requirements adjusted as appropriate for each grade to which the traffic safety education is provided.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c3306629_511e_45bc_af44][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a66d23da_b2f6_4bf0_8bc9_6eab][bookmark: _PAR__14_fc9a5c6c_b4ae_4e61_a1a7_ce38dcd][bookmark: _LINE__30_6e30d734_0ec5_4ece_b350_707924][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1dc8bdf8_e58d_49d8_bbd]A.  Use of sidewalks and crosswalks;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__122a1869_de19_43c3_9fa6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d7fbeb15_ee9d_4984_9195_33e0][bookmark: _PAR__16_6d358f28_f1aa_480c_9a6a_58c8421][bookmark: _LINE__32_1cb59f7c_03b6_4532_8baf_0ffb44][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__30412d1b_d069_4860_9be]C.  Entering, exiting and crossing public and private ways; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4109342e_6ec9_405f_9412][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__42a1a480_3d3d_4bd8_a89b_1421][bookmark: _PAR__3_1e290ae9_7671_48c2_8421_0e0fef58][bookmark: _LINE__3_4fc5a2af_aa25_46d5_920e_ac731b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__10934982_7d4b_4534_bb5][bookmark: _LINE__4_451effbb_8d2f_4cfb_b048_fc87fbb]D.  The meaning of and the proper response to traffic control devices as defined in Title 29-A, section 101, subsection 84;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__33cd7773_636c_4bd5_892b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e6aab559_c5fa_47a4_8465_a57a][bookmark: _PAR__4_9f6df4cc_65dc_43c5_bcfe_4c590106][bookmark: _LINE__5_af52d205_4f8f_44a7_9f81_a7f462a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__94422594_237e_4a28_b66]E.  Travel on public ways, including direction of travel; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8a6ec6d6_d24a_406a_98bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__032b34cd_85ee_4b37_b2b5_90e][bookmark: _PAR__6_f87047c7_3a84_4837_9f08_b7ae2655][bookmark: _LINE__7_074a6bd1_97d7_49da_a529_7cbb1cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__386ad72c_5cc2_4af1_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0d3b5013_e543_4b2a_be7][bookmark: _LINE__8_a299e70d_fdba_4018_aa9c_48a3545][bookmark: _LINE__9_27ee9eb1_06e9_4a62_b303_0daafb7][bookmark: _LINE__10_9a9255bd_55fc_452e_9b3f_3db6dd]3.  Micromobility device instruction.  The program must provide instruction on best practices and any laws applicable to micromobility device operators on public and private ways, including instruction that micromobility device operators should operate as bicyclists when on public ways as described in Title 29-A, chapters 19 and 20.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ec9941a9_ec9c_4e9e_8c95_bbcd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d46da78f_a104_474f_a38][bookmark: _PAR__13_0938828a_a455_441d_8eda_cec998b][bookmark: _LINE__20_377730c9_7a51_4b13_b099_102fac][bookmark: _LINE__21_aeffaba1_c2aa_419c_9c3d_3ead83][bookmark: _LINE__22_e75e6165_5f63_432c_9476_18f701][bookmark: _LINE__23_6272f6d9_5ae6_48e1_b269_ade774]The program is not intended to supplant a driver education course offered pursuant to chapter 316 and may not include any practical instruction in the operation of a motor vehicle.  The program may include so-called "in the field" sessions on foot or while riding bicycles.
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[bookmark: _PAR__17_50300694_7840_4813_a632_785ed76][bookmark: _LINE__28_990cb98a_3a7c_4ce7_a7e8_544857][bookmark: _LINE__29_585d0a11_4e5f_4d59_9031_ae39a2][bookmark: _LINE__30_1dc412ec_5f3a_4a0f_84e1_b820a1][bookmark: _LINE__31_e0e9b1c0_b0b7_41f6_9e27_21216b]The purpose of this bill is to provide students in Maine with traffic safety education from an early age with the goal of teaching students safe practices and respect for all users of the road in order to reduce the number of pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities and make Maine's roadways safer and more enjoyable for all users.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_4ce0cdde_77ad_49ba_bc63_58229d2][bookmark: _LINE__32_78d691bb_e489_48aa_abd2_9fec58][bookmark: _LINE__33_b63c1edd_e093_40b9_813b_5ad4d7][bookmark: _LINE__34_4e51904e_d23d_4e64_af0b_653aec][bookmark: _LINE__35_d913110f_ccc8_4682_92ae_f9cbd9][bookmark: _LINE__36_2626adb0_9161_42ec_b816_e2125a][bookmark: _LINE__37_03353085_a5a7_4906_a55c_8e7cd2][bookmark: _LINE__38_85d02132_53df_435e_b1ff_9a652a]This bill requires all school administrative units to provide age-appropriate traffic safety education annually to students in grades 2 to 12.  The traffic safety education program must provide, at a minimum, instruction on the laws and rules regarding the use of public and private ways by motor vehicle operators, passengers in motor vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists, micromobility device operators and other vulnerable users.  A school administrative unit may contract with a 3rd party to provide the traffic safety education.
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