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[bookmark: _PAR__11_7da36999_5ee9_4254_bb49_b6ee56c][bookmark: _LINE__19_9a9cdcd4_a0d8_4fd0_a7dd_b6539f][bookmark: _LINE__20_077102bd_d5de_4dd0_8a9d_3a8ae5][bookmark: _LINE__21_05b7f8f5_0efd_46e9_a5ed_79f34e][bookmark: _LINE__22_4e270ba3_4b75_4edc_925d_b3fe9c][bookmark: _LINE__23_54ad3988_05fa_4496_bd85_9676af][bookmark: _LINE__24_d72b9281_15a7_4722_97e8_1af1b0][bookmark: _LINE__25_7f12d1f7_784f_4f88_9d79_da7768][bookmark: _LINE__26_1d372caf_7643_44fd_aa78_188013][bookmark: _LINE__27_5d3a4014_9919_412a_9f75_452316]The current Class D crime of endangering the welfare of a child under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17-A, section 554, subsection 1, paragraph C is established when a person violates a duty of care or protection to a child and thereby recklessly endangers the child.  This bill amends the provision to describe the crime by attaching the culpable mental state element of recklessness to the violation of the duty.  The bill amends the laws governing the crime by enacting more serious penalty provisions if a person's reckless violation of the duty of care or protection results in serious bodily injury to or death of a child.  If the child suffers serious bodily injury as a result, the crime is a Class C crime; if the child dies, the crime is a Class B crime.
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