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An Act to Ensure Subsidy Reimbursements for Certain Child Care Providers
L.D. 
An Act to Ensure Subsidy Reimbursements for Certain Child Care Providers
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26610579_d050_4935_be34][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f1f674b3_b8ae_4b34_a5cf_2a4][bookmark: _PAR__3_89cbe211_4960_49d5_917a_ca22a29b][bookmark: _LINE__3_529a1b3e_5eab_4994_b7e4_62261b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ecee85d6_c8e1_452e_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f77e8dcc_61c1_4dc5_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__18389270_694b_4ca3_8c9][bookmark: _LINE__4_a19f6cb0_8e4a_4a99_8d68_9f36631][bookmark: _LINE__5_00d64f87_a85e_49b9_82e1_0917024][bookmark: _LINE__6_92c5b541_6089_4f7d_8092_33ba6d1][bookmark: _LINE__7_e00d81e7_0e46_431d_88a5_1feaa98][bookmark: _LINE__8_4317d4c7_e0e8_4868_ae4d_48ee7af][bookmark: _LINE__9_b68a9e2a_49c6_4143_8a12_55b5fc1][bookmark: _LINE__10_304934f1_903b_4a8d_8541_956d0f][bookmark: _LINE__11_9b7874db_5806_43b8_a4d0_ea2cba][bookmark: _LINE__12_168759b7_e482_4ec6_acb1_85d221][bookmark: _LINE__13_a97c16e3_a989_4e02_b79f_4224e9][bookmark: _LINE__14_879b5d9c_20f8_4f6f_a587_b8e6e4][bookmark: _LINE__15_24b908fc_252d_479d_b39f_5b4f53][bookmark: _LINE__16_1d497343_2a6f_4f28_ad48_69c382][bookmark: _LINE__17_c22afca3_b046_4b56_a3b4_0d09ba][bookmark: _LINE__18_af13ab32_1c99_407a_b771_c7ae07][bookmark: _LINE__19_06582c23_6a25_4c0a_906f_1a49aa][bookmark: _LINE__20_bcf9bb62_2984_4d04_88c6_d74d34][bookmark: _LINE__21_65441bdc_dc0e_4acc_879a_fa369c][bookmark: _LINE__22_805a17b4_8cbd_4302_a31f_520cf8]6.  Reimbursements for subsidies.  The department shall reimburse a provider of child care services provided under this chapter for subsidy payments under the Maine Child Care Affordability Program in section 3731A administered by the department pursuant to rules adopted by the department. Reimbursement under the program to a child care provider must be based on generally accepted payment practices for private-pay families for child care, including enrollment-based rather than attendance-based practices, and may not be reduced or eliminated based on a child's attendance. Reimbursement based on generally accepted payment practices must support child care provider stability and encourage more child care providers to serve children receiving child care services. In developing the program, the department shall identify the practices common for child care providers serving private-pay families and determine which practices are most important to meet the goals of ensuring that high-quality child care providers will participate in the subsidy program and make a plan to align requirements for providers accepting children receiving federal Child Care and Development Fund child care assistance to the practices of private-paying child care providers. The department shall examine generally accepted payment practices regarding paying prospectively based on enrollment and practices related to separating provider closure limits for holidays or vacations or to compensate for inclement weather from child absence allowances. The department shall adopt rules to implement this subsection. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2A.
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