132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Provide Property Tax Stabilization for Older Maine Residents
L.D. 
An Act to Provide Property Tax Stabilization for Older Maine Residents
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__574038c6_bfe7_4253_83fd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2984a00e_fd3b_4a6a_8542_65a][bookmark: _PAR__4_19622f10_38e2_4304_92d3_0388fcd1][bookmark: _LINE__5_cbd711a7_e3a3_4fe4_99e0_2f136af][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f152d98a_9cdb_49e3_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c0760415_8fc1_41e8_b0c][bookmark: _LINE__6_bde7133e_2a86_47b4_8c28_65325a7]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c83ac177_47cb_4be5_983f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__709553db_d474_4d3f_be70_d20][bookmark: _PAR__8_196dafd6_5751_49f4_afad_e3d973ae][bookmark: _LINE__14_5b1ee7d0_4fad_4078_b95c_200b36][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__af1a6e18_0a68_49b6_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a69456a3_3085_4cae_a59][bookmark: _LINE__15_58b41ea1_8f68_4a44_bb8f_525ced][bookmark: _LINE__16_976f3806_fed9_432b_91b1_fd82dd][bookmark: _LINE__17_9a294afd_a2ec_49d6_8475_58e51d]3.  Local option sales tax limited to prepared food and lodging.  A municipality may not impose a local option sales tax on the value of prepared food or rental of living quarters of any hotel, rooming house or tourist or trailer camp not subject to tax pursuant to section 1811.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a107ae2_1d65_41fa_b37b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__da249a73_ad4b_430a_9ad0_adc][bookmark: _PAR__9_2e22354c_9ba3_4548_b598_c844c734][bookmark: _LINE__18_173c7cbb_03c0_490a_9dd9_6f149e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__735e9aeb_0f6e_4676_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e8dfb1ec_7f70_467d_8ca][bookmark: _LINE__19_5643f8cd_0e2e_414b_b429_ab50a3]4.  Notify State Tax Assessor.  A participating municipality shall notify the assessor at least 90 days before the local option sales tax is effective.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__daace721_1505_4b77_833a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d125c96b_b0f7_4f91_b408_a4b][bookmark: _PAR__13_44b1fa8b_f0cf_47a5_a2f2_cf6b798][bookmark: _LINE__36_7d0187d7_2866_48bc_95bd_759073][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7cb66d76_fa4b_4510_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6446bfd9_a9dc_43a9_9de][bookmark: _LINE__37_38840aad_d30f_4f52_9679_8df20c][bookmark: _LINE__38_0f67995b_14cf_46b1_837c_66a7b6][bookmark: _LINE__39_f5e9aa2b_f229_48ff_ac25_96c50c][bookmark: _LINE__40_150d4c65_31e1_4d3f_8b6a_ee77fd][bookmark: _LINE__41_f877a3ce_a0e1_4661_b4a8_1712c1][bookmark: _LINE__42_c52a31a2_1ae8_413c_8769_5714d3]7.  Effect on revenue sharing and other state aid programs.  Revenue received pursuant to subsection 5 may not be considered to be receipts from the taxes imposed under this Part for the purpose of transfers to the Local Government Fund under Title 30-A, section 5681. Revenue received pursuant to subsection 5 may not be used to reduce or eliminate any funding otherwise due a municipality under any provision of law providing aid to the municipality, including, but not limited to, aid for schools, roads, public assistance or jails.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__73db83e1_e084_4c39_94de_f980][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__507b7972_00e7_4a66_a08][bookmark: _PAR__2_5e975933_37a5_43cd_982f_639f1a86][bookmark: _LINE__4_c83d5577_4762_4e37_8dd5_9836d8e][bookmark: _LINE__5_b39998c9_0a97_485b_b435_ae1313d][bookmark: _LINE__6_ca834224_020a_4e22_973a_be9cef9][bookmark: _LINE__7_9e124503_3d62_4152_b5f3_ef7e7c7]The petition process and voting must be held and conducted in accordance with Title 30A, sections 2528, 2529 and 2532 even if the municipality has not accepted the provisions of Title 30-A, section 2528.  The voting at elections must be held and conducted in accordance with Title 21-A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b4ef6be0_9af2_49d4_80f5_ab20][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0ccc0ac1_b445_4d12_af3][bookmark: _PAR__5_e863982e_b2f7_4553_ae3b_c38c00fe][bookmark: _LINE__10_3fc3c918_60f5_4846_b222_47ff6f][bookmark: _LINE__11_5f479d77_8c9e_4719_9938_aca058][bookmark: _LINE__12_34a2f16f_d561_4ec1_aa47_cb503e][bookmark: _LINE__13_3456469b_94d4_48ad_9896_549b4a][bookmark: _LINE__14_bacb4d0f_3c1c_4199_b612_fe4cac]The legislative body of a municipality may by ordinance adopt a program to stabilize the property taxes of seniors who have homesteads in the municipality.  The program adopted by the municipality must meet, at a minimum, the requirements established in this section. A municipality may impose eligibility requirements stricter than those established in this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__551e45de_9a74_4da3_a8d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3f74059f_4332_4c75_a552_abc][bookmark: _PAR__6_a8036f4e_4dd3_46fd_9714_a867c84c][bookmark: _LINE__15_026ec5a5_aa84_499f_b520_648718][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e9563fe3_cbee_4bee_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f9bbe49a_ecd6_479b_ab1][bookmark: _LINE__16_e137871b_2b14_4864_8254_dacbed]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e48935fa_a2b4_4720_8e64][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4f75ed24_c805_469d_8fe3_64b7][bookmark: _PAR__7_7acf1587_f067_4a96_846b_b670b73b][bookmark: _LINE__17_c5b29c43_66dc_4ce4_af0e_e106b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__309ea91b_4678_4aae_a08][bookmark: _LINE__18_0851bd79_5698_419e_8454_315074][bookmark: _LINE__19_4c8cb2e2_93d4_4dac_a373_29ca35]A.  "Eligible homestead" means a homestead occupied by an eligible individual who is eligible for a homestead exemption under chapter 105, subchapter 4-B for the property tax year for which the individual is requesting stabilization.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f49cb15b_22f9_4b5f_a068][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0478684b_6d1c_432c_bd5e_70af][bookmark: _PAR__8_4f16a84a_7b82_4b3e_b022_69af1660][bookmark: _LINE__20_6f65827b_7910_4767_b26c_7cf9ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b23e3ed1_48da_4e0f_979][bookmark: _LINE__21_f5d76197_de49_4abd_b54a_c672ff]B.  "Eligible individual" means an individual who, on April 1st of the property tax year for which the individual is requesting stabilization:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b06ceba8_3638_4031_8f85_6f9][bookmark: _PAR__9_f06cca80_5ae6_4fab_af9a_e524b8e0][bookmark: _LINE__22_c17434df_1fe6_490e_8dbd_9ec316][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4dcbf30f_fdc1_4a43_a544][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__76b74537_3150_4f08_91f][bookmark: _LINE__23_dcbd9ce4_f339_46d0_aa80_cd2599](1)  Meets a minimum age requirement established by the municipality, as long as that minimum is not less than 62 years of age; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5bfcfd33_edc2_48ed_95f6_fc5][bookmark: _PAR__10_b87ee37e_4bc8_44d3_bb86_78e833f][bookmark: _LINE__24_f4a6b5cf_dd46_4c82_9daa_122e7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__83cf842a_0b23_418b_a4d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__98a246f4_0eee_4644_961][bookmark: _LINE__25_35c74c96_0a82_4324_a70e_4581c0](2)  Is a permanent resident of the State as defined in section 681, subsection 4 and has owned a homestead in the State for at least 10 years. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0adb51b3_7085_4876_86bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b37b9e0f_5511_4481_8663_43c1][bookmark: _PAR__11_68b8530d_89dc_4583_ab70_537bc2e][bookmark: _LINE__26_06e9c3c5_3fff_4ae6_a7a6_42f8bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2221a243_4725_4834_adb]C.  "Homestead" has the same meaning as under section 681, subsection 2.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__55bd3a90_e034_4d48_aae1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f2182191_0468_49ca_9263_d5d][bookmark: _PAR__13_539fbb56_6b74_431e_83bd_72468bc][bookmark: _LINE__31_98c19df7_0ec3_41f6_87dd_3e8e08][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__43625a3a_df72_456d_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d34090bc_f694_4c31_a33][bookmark: _LINE__32_bd5301c5_fe62_48cf_8dea_160e09][bookmark: _LINE__33_c1477553_2201_421f_b91a_85e961][bookmark: _LINE__34_f91e52d1_9264_49c1_a43b_6df488][bookmark: _LINE__35_fa73ccad_399f_405d_bf27_d56380][bookmark: _LINE__36_33985c91_8802_482c_88ff_693a7e][bookmark: _LINE__37_3cd3888c_a315_4210_a348_c1542c][bookmark: _LINE__38_71c0b96a_af35_4ec4_aeb3_88d3ac][bookmark: _LINE__39_dd58191e_eae4_45af_a279_88eaaa][bookmark: _LINE__40_3978b2d0_ea68_407f_be17_3d28df]2.  Application for stabilization.  A municipality adopting a program pursuant to this section shall require an eligible individual to apply by December 1st to the municipality in which the individual's homestead is located requesting that the municipality stabilize the property tax assessed on that individual's homestead for the property tax year beginning on April 1st following the submission of the application.  A new application is required for each year for which stabilization is requested.  A municipality may require an eligible individual to apply for relief under other applicable property tax assistance exemptions and programs, including, but not limited to, the Maine resident homestead property tax exemption under chapter 105, subchapter 4-B and the Maine Residents Property Tax Program, in order to decrease the amount of property taxes to be stabilized.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0651a694_5e3e_438a_9c4a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9e8c574b_b27a_4e6b_91ac_36c][bookmark: _PAR__14_6aa5657d_de01_4e9a_a324_daee432][bookmark: _LINE__41_15c90b08_709e_43ba_912d_509dfa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c0bba749_5be0_462f_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dfc8f08b_a878_407d_8fb][bookmark: _LINE__42_1bbee8e8_9213_4949_b301_62c399][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__7a72d5b3_442d_4295_90da_d7d][bookmark: _PAGE__3_42530e63_565e_4717_8e89_8401071][bookmark: _PAR__1_fd5f766a_5176_4d02_a42a_cb86e5b1][bookmark: _LINE__1_1fe3fe63_9e7c_49a4_9e18_c442ab3][bookmark: _LINE__2_51e39e4b_4e4c_4a65_995a_3b3cea6]3.  Stabilization for eligible individual.  If a municipality determines that an applicant for stabilization under subsection 2 is an eligible individual and that the individual's homestead is an eligible homestead, the municipality shall stabilize the property tax on the individual's homestead for the property tax year for which stabilization was requested.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__38913985_5b3f_439b_9e6e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__24728848_d9ff_4c41_ae47_c28][bookmark: _PAR__2_258a1b58_e2cc_40dc_9445_5a1d7dd5][bookmark: _LINE__3_472ceecb_1208_454d_8bc4_f8b1928][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9c3788b8_b640_48c4_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cc46b153_3ca8_4c0f_8b7][bookmark: _LINE__4_cceb7f85_0744_49dc_ad70_4d2dd33][bookmark: _LINE__5_f2c453a5_90f4_4422_92d8_757f154][bookmark: _LINE__6_18b87072_61b9_45d3_ba4d_29a4c40]4.  Offset of revenue loss.  A municipality that has imposed a local option sales tax pursuant to section 1822 may only use the revenue received pursuant to section 1822, subsection 6 to offset the loss of revenue from property taxes as a result of the program adopted pursuant to this section and for no other purpose.
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