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An Act to Require a Military Service Member's Agent with Power of Attorney to Be Legally Responsible for Paying Bills During the Member's Deployment
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8ccace39_e2f9_42d4_b7d9_f46][bookmark: _PAR__5_cd38cbb5_29fd_46c9_bc0a_77641d38][bookmark: _LINE__11_cf9d569b_15ae_4e13_989e_91c461][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6b65fc5_a43d_4c5e_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f71bb98f_38cc_4f9b_95bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__18d257e4_49a2_4214_a48][bookmark: _LINE__12_a5598244_919e_426d_ba49_8cf973][bookmark: _LINE__13_b41e979d_b30a_46ec_b358_5fa8ef][bookmark: _LINE__14_c2dbd777_efc4_478f_bd07_6fbefa][bookmark: _LINE__15_a07313c1_c256_4ff3_ad3f_e39ce3][bookmark: _LINE__16_eb47d0b3_6174_4fdc_9df8_dfba72][bookmark: _LINE__17_928c8139_33fa_49ef_ae53_0b4e45][bookmark: _LINE__18_32d2733d_eb36_4f10_896c_3b0861][bookmark: _LINE__19_d6908707_8dd5_4d29_ab38_e43e51][bookmark: _LINE__20_ae384285_15bf_439c_a62b_cbd4fd][bookmark: _LINE__21_2f996e4c_1b68_4852_b02d_a0e127][bookmark: _LINE__22_3b4a709f_c8a0_439f_9f06_28484b][bookmark: _LINE__23_81d3bdbf_b4c8_4b79_8265_c3286b][bookmark: _LINE__24_04d4ba9d_ce89_4167_9aa8_a1c3fc](26)  The Adjutant General shall implement a program to reimburse a resident of the State who is a member of the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Space Force, Coast Guard, Army National Guard or Air National Guard who is mobilized or deployed outside the boundaries of the United States for more than 30 days and who suffers financial loss during the mobilization or deployment due to the failure of the agent having power of attorney for the member to fulfill the agent's duties under Title 18‑C, section 5-914, including subsection 9.  The amount reimbursed to a member must equal the amount of financial loss suffered.  To ensure adequate funds are available to reimburse a member under this subparagraph, the Adjutant General shall purchase and maintain surety and fidelity insurance for the joint benefit of members.  The department may adopt rules as necessary to implement this subparagraph.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subparagraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_5cf6bc77_be0c_423f_8f96_f62c70d8][bookmark: _LINE__26_a0dd7911_7db1_4fa1_8846_a6c683][bookmark: _LINE__27_c4840c53_79ee_4bc7_b168_68c812][bookmark: _LINE__28_db55ed1c_e4dc_4c34_a41d_7b585c][bookmark: _LINE__29_55cd19aa_589a_4570_a4d1_02e17a][bookmark: _LINE__30_5bfc5773_df34_48b3_b08d_733c3c][bookmark: _LINE__31_810fe5a9_57b3_4d75_8729_7770e9][bookmark: _LINE__32_d3acaa5f_872f_41a4_9270_cbffb1][bookmark: _LINE__33_0d33b2e6_9edc_47ab_bbd6_4e99d6][bookmark: _LINE__34_006283f2_8490_4979_b7b8_fe055c][bookmark: _LINE__35_325102a2_33cf_42ac_8301_9da7a0][bookmark: _LINE__36_c626377f_72d9_40a4_b560_9a322e][bookmark: _LINE__37_f4959419_3915_4298_9bb4_165212]This bill clarifies that the person having power of attorney for a Maine resident who is a member of the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Space Force, Coast Guard, Army National Guard or Air National Guard who is mobilized or deployed outside the boundaries of the United States for more than 30 days is obligated to pay the debts and other financial obligations of the member in accordance with the terms of the debts or other financial obligations to the extent funds of the member are available to the person.  The bill requires the Adjutant General of the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management to implement a program to reimburse a member who suffers financial loss because the person having power of attorney for the member failed to fulfill this obligation. The Adjutant General is required to purchase and maintain surety and fidelity insurance to ensure that funds are available to reimburse members who suffer a loss under these circumstances.
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