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An Act to Assert State Sovereignty over Ocean Waters and Marine Resources up to 12 Nautical Miles off the State's Coast
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_54a5aa2f_fe07_468f_8c6e_4dad76ca][bookmark: _LINE__3_746f126f_a23a_474e_acc6_a8b8599][bookmark: _LINE__4_a1a840c8_4575_408f_b22c_1e05b97][bookmark: _LINE__5_a30982c5_1ac2_42ae_b300_bcfeb8e]Whereas, recent decisions by the National Marine Fisheries Service and New England Fishery Management Council are expected to result in severe restrictions in the catch limit for herring harvested from the Gulf of Maine; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9cde3a3a_fcfb_486a_848d_dcf9482f][bookmark: _LINE__6_b5e4dc59_da26_457d_b765_9efd131][bookmark: _LINE__7_8c67638e_da4c_42e4_b78e_15e909a][bookmark: _LINE__8_73d48446_b8ee_476a_8bf0_0d46af3]Whereas, herring serve as a significant bait source for the commercial lobstering industry in Maine and the reduced availability of herring for bait as a result of those decisions will have devastating consequences for the industry; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5ce13179_9558_49d7_94e0_1b8d3289][bookmark: _LINE__9_bdf6529c_606a_4e5b_ab27_ced0c91][bookmark: _LINE__10_05fe75cd_2c30_40bc_8fd6_0d7a77][bookmark: _LINE__11_d5ad04b8_d550_48c8_8f2a_d20282][bookmark: _LINE__12_e84dbdd7_05c4_4d5c_af47_1f69e6]Whereas, the changes to state law in this legislation and the actions to be undertaken by the Attorney General pursuant to this legislation will serve to bring clarity to the management of marine resources in the Gulf of Maine and better protect Maine's commercial fisheries; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e0a04d41_96b4_4492_8abe_f7fba45c][bookmark: _LINE__13_5b88c699_9937_49b9_979a_4c7d21][bookmark: _LINE__14_a6d6b7e1_fe18_4ef0_99d1_daaa6c][bookmark: _LINE__15_2153fb97_b5d7_456d_a8af_7c9a50][bookmark: _LINE__16_d80d0d13_af52_42b4_85e3_e147f3]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__87a32a5d_13bd][bookmark: _PAGE__2_307db52c_92f3_487e_8c80_e64d2e0][bookmark: _PAR__1_143089e4_b39e_48d1_82d4_4bca53d6][bookmark: _LINE__1_cb904f5c_846a_43cd_8395_9fb5c3c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__afc12993_4d66_4cf4][bookmark: _LINE__2_5031f1d8_058b_4db0_8c34_a9fcec9][bookmark: _LINE__3_34b474ff_0a76_4af8_a2cf_ffcbaa7][bookmark: _LINE__4_85d358f9_6054_4144_8abe_ea5ab0e][bookmark: _LINE__5_af28ee3d_744c_4037_8c5b_2a878b6][bookmark: _LINE__6_f890abaa_c735_4b9c_a0d1_17d3486][bookmark: _LINE__7_baac2716_b947_47d0_a197_35fd939][bookmark: _LINE__8_5fd286b6_059a_42fd_9bdf_676c000][bookmark: _LINE__9_abe2a3c1_d86f_4c77_a87d_1dc5620]Sec. 2.  Actions by Office of Attorney General; report.  The Office of the Attorney General shall take all actions necessary to assert the State's sovereignty over and ownership of offshore waters and the harvesting of the living resources of the seas from those waters consistent with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 2, including, but not limited to, engaging in negotiations with the United States Department of Commerce or other entities concerning that sovereignty and ownership and, if necessary, the filing of litigation concerning that sovereignty and ownership. By May 1, 2025, the Office of the Attorney General shall submit to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources a report outlining the progress of actions taken by the office pursuant to this section.
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[bookmark: _SUMMARY__fa060686_d374_45f6_aa2d_0726f9][bookmark: _PAR__3_731cb81c_5b13_49a2_8096_8c2d8682][bookmark: _LINE__12_4ebc3b82_05b5_41b7_b69a_017d7c]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b1423f81_3baa_4729_8dfe_7a92d9d3][bookmark: _LINE__13_3ebbe407_c75a_4b27_a4e1_e27970][bookmark: _LINE__14_a458e03a_a1d1_4784_86ed_5869ee][bookmark: _LINE__15_116d765b_c45a_4b10_858c_10de67][bookmark: _LINE__16_e0a9a1af_76ed_4dfc_8ff2_767feb][bookmark: _LINE__17_5db81c12_3d23_42af_b852_72959d][bookmark: _LINE__18_6ec22fb2_9995_4856_a8d8_0ff389][bookmark: _LINE__19_7ea97c3d_424c_49b0_9530_72fc73][bookmark: _LINE__20_d2fbe2a4_ea09_4457_bd21_79ca6d][bookmark: _LINE__21_fd95fefd_b1e9_43e7_b2f1_9cccfc]This bill provides that, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the State owns and may exercise jurisdiction over and control all waters within the rise and fall of the tide seaward 12 nautical miles and makes other changes to the law governing the State's sovereignty over and ownership of offshore waters, submerged lands and the harvesting of marine resources.  It also requires the Office of the Attorney General to take all actions necessary to assert the State's sovereignty over and ownership of offshore waters and the harvesting of the living resources of the seas from those waters and, by May 1, 2025, to submit to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources a report outlining the progress of those actions.
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