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An Act to Prioritize State Access to Electricity Generated in Canada via High-impact Electric Transmission Lines
L.D. 
An Act to Prioritize State Access to Electricity Generated in Canada via High-impact Electric Transmission Lines
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__60aec42f_c4bf_4730_9857_5a26][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f625cb9e_da89_4054_9fe][bookmark: _PAR__6_c960bff8_5838_46ea_9036_b229aee9][bookmark: _LINE__13_605ba59f_e775_4346_b0dd_c2379e][bookmark: _LINE__14_50f554b1_1e95_445b_828f_7dfbbb][bookmark: _LINE__15_d5de77b3_d702_4318_bf82_5f66e4][bookmark: _LINE__16_d3ec3970_9337_461a_9b6c_226408][bookmark: _LINE__17_13501baa_b0e2_42bf_aa44_e91f80]The commission may issue a certificate of public convenience and necessity approving the construction of a high-impact electric transmission line that does not meet the local consumption standard if the commission determines that requiring the high-impact electric transmission line to meet the local consumption standard would interfere with the reliability of the electric grid or regional energy agreements necessary for energy security in the State.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__81c23bf4_55a2_4a89_8c0f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e974fb6c_b744_4b0e_b553_168][bookmark: _PAR__12_bfb8ee2d_5ba2_459f_a321_5f2a870][bookmark: _LINE__33_bb56f1f9_e08e_4773_903a_b5fd33][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ed650ba5_d492_4a33_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c986048a_0f19_4d21_ae7][bookmark: _LINE__34_19d96f60_cc9f_49ff_8187_f875f2][bookmark: _LINE__35_cfe71910_b1a7_4df4_b4f3_c86bfa][bookmark: _LINE__36_9ebab78a_d7b2_4a7f_906a_600578][bookmark: _LINE__37_231b8785_eeb4_4df1_aa2d_d08fca][bookmark: _LINE__38_c4e78eab_0feb_49ed_95f8_480336][bookmark: _LINE__39_7fc46b4f_1aa4_4abd_b7a3_8e6829][bookmark: _LINE__40_c509d490_7a5c_4449_a7a5_e7ec17][bookmark: _LINE__41_9a12b5ab_d0ce_4fd4_a5a8_b2e395][bookmark: _LINE__42_3dc3157d_389c_414d_9659_56b6ad][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__1eae5e99_82ab_4920_8477_64f][bookmark: _PAGE__2_55b47434_1c2e_4903_8414_cf7e95c][bookmark: _PAR__1_1d2e6fa1_8862_4568_96d4_6a7901c0][bookmark: _LINE__1_a6a24441_b390_4065_88f3_ac211e8][bookmark: _LINE__2_c1980dd8_be07_4e18_9641_5ac3747]3. Penalty. If the commission finds that a person operating a high-impact electric transmission line violates any provision of this section, the commission shall, in an adjudicatory proceeding, impose an administrative penalty on the operator of the high-impact electric transmission line. In determining the amount of an administrative penalty under this section, the commission shall consider the factors listed in section 1508-A, subsection 2. Each quarter a violation continues constitutes a separate offense. The maximum administrative penalty for a violation may not exceed $575,000 or 5% of the gross revenue that the operator of the high-impact electric transmission line received from the sale of electricity outside of the State during the quarter in which the violation occurred, whichever amount is lower. Notwithstanding section 117, subsection 3, administrative penalties collected by the commission must be deposited into the Public Utilities Commission Energy Affordability Fund.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__454a393a_cb0d_4700_8d6d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__786b705f_5851_4ec9_978e_7d5][bookmark: _PAR__8_328374f1_4177_48c8_8d44_7dba2bdd][bookmark: _LINE__25_5df7f594_7089_40f7_bcbe_99756a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__cc2e68d5_2dc6_4837_84][bookmark: _LINE__26_b2f6162b_cb7e_4259_a971_374f17][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0446b802_727b_4297_b39][bookmark: _LINE__27_eea05414_b3c3_40c3_9427_1c54c9][bookmark: _LINE__28_c74592b1_f659_4598_9232_d01728][bookmark: _LINE__29_52af986d_5705_47c8_a638_d59481][bookmark: _LINE__30_6ea78a44_0319_4438_bca3_d80577][bookmark: _LINE__31_d1eba19a_8cd9_4ee0_b82e_f576b4][bookmark: _LINE__32_08a340a0_f00b_43cd_9fcc_048fb6][bookmark: _LINE__33_3b27f3ac_ee1c_47ae_accf_26bd6d][bookmark: _LINE__34_99edfbe8_53ca_46a9_a715_73ea4e]2. Report required; transmission and distribution utility and competitive electricity provider. No later than December 31, 2027, and annually thereafter, each transmission and distribution utility and competitive electricity provider shall submit to the commission a report describing the transmission and distribution utility's or competitive electricity provider's efforts to collaborate with state and local economic development agencies to encourage the expansion of businesses in the State or the relocation of businesses to the State, including businesses engaged in energy-intensive industries. The report must include specific actions taken or considered by the transmission and distribution utility or competitive electricity provider that must include, but are not limited to, incentives that reduce costs for electricity customers.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__db1bda53_0a11][bookmark: _PAR__11_86b3ae26_4927_472d_b15c_d66e6df][bookmark: _LINE__40_263f4225_c8d3_48b3_937a_b8ae4b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__269ce32e_060c_46c9][bookmark: _LINE__41_57c68ff5_5c7d_473a_9040_4a3ae6][bookmark: _LINE__42_8940d1af_3395_41ae_90ad_cd284c][bookmark: _LINE__43_75312047_a34f_444e_8250_89ddb4][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__97d21a80_f876_48b8_8b6c_912][bookmark: _PAGE__3_b6eb8cb0_f07e_46f7_9053_002bfcf][bookmark: _PAR__1_17048ed3_d38e_4a4a_9db4_f488ea34][bookmark: _LINE__1_bd9c009b_bbde_4a5a_a134_21213e0][bookmark: _LINE__2_d6c228de_4977_4741_a751_442a6e5][bookmark: _LINE__3_148e15c2_7df1_4c20_b6b1_7a9a1cc][bookmark: _LINE__4_6bff413e_4d77_41c5_9428_a08dab6][bookmark: _LINE__5_7027c94a_bb77_4548_b585_55adce7][bookmark: _LINE__6_477e89d8_4e57_498f_80ff_7590a96][bookmark: _LINE__7_cd8a4932_db54_4bdf_bc05_837c3af]Sec. 5. Public Utilities Commission report.  No later than December 31, 2030, the Public Utilities Commission shall provide a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over electricity matters assessing the effect of the local consumption standard requirement required in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3132-E, subsection 1, including an evaluation of the benefits and costs to electricity customers in the State, the effect on regional energy markets and recommendations regarding the continuation of the requirement. The report must also include a recommendation regarding the activities reported by transmission and distribution utilities and competitive electricity providers in accordance with Title 35-A, section 3149, subsection 2. After receiving the commission's report, the committee may report out a bill related to any recommendations included in the report.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__7cbfc474_29b6][bookmark: _PAR__2_a6a8470a_b199_4010_8790_1dd1fd42][bookmark: _LINE__8_0b5fbe2a_66cd_4758_8e6c_db5e395][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3601e8a9_814e_44b8][bookmark: _LINE__9_fd7224b8_1f0f_4b78_bf9f_a31ec41][bookmark: _LINE__10_2b5d82bd_f1bb_4d04_a26d_cbb872][bookmark: _LINE__11_e04ff42b_821b_48a6_b628_7e60ba][bookmark: _LINE__12_7009eb8c_8876_4350_9924_30c296][bookmark: _LINE__13_65810ede_977f_4b5d_b7d6_d5feac][bookmark: _LINE__14_fd0f46f6_8ecf_4838_894c_5b5a8c][bookmark: _LINE__15_82347792_aa3f_4429_bc61_d744c6][bookmark: _LINE__16_66b5208a_0ba3_4a52_925e_aef94b]Sec. 6.  Evaluation of local consumption standard requirement.  The Public Utilities Commission shall consider the local consumption standard requirement established by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3132-E, subsection 1, and develop recommendations for ways in which the cost of electricity may be reduced to increase electricity consumption in the State and ensure that the local consumption standard is met. By December 31, 2025, the commission shall provide a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology regarding its findings, including any recommendations for legislation. The committee may report out a bill related to any recommendations included in the report.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__528cb29a_660e][bookmark: _PAR__3_30f3c8a4_ebc7_4eca_9755_39d587bb][bookmark: _LINE__17_3a795f2a_1a8f_449b_be34_6886d9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c752f3c6_20c2_4b7e][bookmark: _LINE__18_11f3c8dc_8265_48c7_83f5_8e4329][bookmark: _LINE__19_98545947_351b_44be_8041_718c38]Sec. 7.  Rulemaking.  The Public Utilities Commission shall initiate rulemaking to adopt rules in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3132-E no later than 90 days after the effective date of this Act.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_687a4ba2_0632_410d_b987_ef62b7fc][bookmark: _LINE__21_d02d8540_1e5b_4745_8262_4a5eac][bookmark: _LINE__22_fe110793_b36f_4ab9_a9bf_0d0d3a][bookmark: _LINE__23_c7c3cf4f_b724_4aed_ae96_055293][bookmark: _LINE__24_aaa85dbd_41fe_4f27_8d8f_53a7cf][bookmark: _LINE__25_b219e4d7_ebb4_4a55_9016_48be27][bookmark: _LINE__26_cd4b7c32_5c14_49b6_a160_6c5284][bookmark: _LINE__27_4aa3eb03_ddde_4d88_930f_b09ea8][bookmark: _LINE__28_a67b7524_ed09_48e2_9dcf_4b90e5][bookmark: _LINE__29_54d211e5_2862_497d_aa4c_a9ddd3][bookmark: _LINE__30_72182fa6_4459_4ccd_a5fd_7b6c88][bookmark: _LINE__31_a2129a5f_70c3_4e8e_9a06_fba774][bookmark: _LINE__32_66a66c7e_1cd6_4e78_bf9c_500902][bookmark: _LINE__33_9ac10975_15d1_4fa1_a630_65a63e][bookmark: _LINE__34_5a80e532_0760_409a_9dcb_8e6138][bookmark: _LINE__35_42885388_0459_4d40_a078_5a6841]This bill prohibits, beginning December 31, 2026, the Public Utilities Commission from issuing a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the construction of a high-impact electric transmission line to deliver electricity generated in Canada to other states within the electric grid operated by the New England independent system operator unless at least 50% of the electricity delivered to the State will be allocated to and consumed within the State. It requires the person operating a high-impact electric transmission line to file quarterly reports with the commission and provides that any penalties for noncompliance with the requirements of the law are paid into the Public Utilities Commission Energy Affordability Fund. The bill requires the commission to review the requirement established by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3132-E, subsection 1 and develop recommendations for how the cost of electricity may be reduced to increase consumption and ensure that the 50% threshold required by the bill is met. By December 31, 2025, the commission must provide a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology regarding its findings, including any recommendations for legislation. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9b72010a_e643_4ab5_85d7_1e83e7ed][bookmark: _LINE__36_4a83144b_a0a7_4c01_bba7_1e2008][bookmark: _LINE__37_5a2b7b47_4b45_4359_8b74_efaee3][bookmark: _LINE__38_8dc1011c_00b9_48a5_9ccd_bfa613][bookmark: _LINE__39_e72f0376_33a2_401c_8875_ad8533][bookmark: _LINE__40_f4aa7b6f_0b55_4ba1_a34d_241c95][bookmark: _LINE__41_9f9ae120_4edf_4d69_99be_23e7c9][bookmark: _LINE__42_8b7af65f_d7ae_41b8_b2bc_ac3939]No later than December 31, 2030, the commission is required to provide a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over electricity matters assessing the local consumption standard requirement, including an evaluation of the laws' effect on the benefits and costs to electricity customers in the State and on regional energy markets. The commission's report must include recommendations regarding the continuation of the local consumption standard requirement. The bill includes a provision that repeals the laws on December 31, 2031.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_0cec0030_0e77_45d0_bf81_6c8ccab8][bookmark: _LINE__43_04301df5_de20_4e07_8098_427129][bookmark: _LINE__44_091fd9a6_ad57_427e_bd38_0b3334][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__191a2d70_a21a_43dc_83e6_265][bookmark: _PAGE__4_d1290fb2_2b59_4b78_86f9_e211212][bookmark: _PAR__1_4af39d29_99e1_47bb_b060_8ab2c7f4][bookmark: _LINE__1_bd7c3882_8897_40b4_8516_623485d][bookmark: _LINE__2_eea09b34_5bf4_49bf_b862_e3ce529][bookmark: _LINE__3_767bd09f_d63b_475b_9095_f4a94c7][bookmark: _LINE__4_3e458d86_a811_4f27_a460_3f6acb9][bookmark: _LINE__5_fca77dcf_52ac_405c_91e3_ca678e8]The bill also requires that, beginning December 31, 2027, each transmission and distribution utility and competitive electricity provider to submit to the commission an annual report describing the transmission and distribution utility's or competitive electricity provider's efforts to collaborate with state and local economic development agencies to encourage the expansion of businesses in the State or the relocation of businesses to the State, including specific actions taken or considered by the transmission and distribution utility or competitive electricity provider.
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