132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Raise the Contribution Cap for Unenrolled Candidates
L.D. 
An Act to Raise the Contribution Cap for Unenrolled Candidates
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__020c08f0_3749_4a94_ad29][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4fa1ff30_ae29_4a83_9d1d_870][bookmark: _PAR__3_d27fc2fe_35d7_49e0_ae1f_5a46e9b7][bookmark: _LINE__4_ebe99794_1fe9_4618_a290_45b1d9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ff207423_b4f5_4289_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__835715d3_de12_4bfd_bd1][bookmark: _LINE__5_ba20dcd1_b52f_4bfa_9128_8c10de8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e69b21a4_8c44_4e12_aeb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3713dd19_9e9d_4b6a_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__29d67d67_8946_4cf8_9b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fea276b8_ba92_45b9_ae4][bookmark: _LINE__6_96efea7a_3945_4aee_98f4_1c7af4b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__82df432f_21c6_47b6_bc][bookmark: _LINE__7_17503f54_a745_4f77_88c2_a1aed6b]2.  Contribution in excess of limitations.  A person that accepts or makes a contribution that exceeds the limitations set out in section 1015, subsections 1 and, 1A, 2‑B and 2C may be assessed a penalty of no more than the amount by which the contribution exceeded the limitation.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c49f33b0_c5d6_41bb_ad9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2b34492c_dc09_4f19_85cd_273][bookmark: _PAR__5_788e361e_1c79_4b09_a098_25b0c776][bookmark: _LINE__10_270697ad_20de_4383_ab38_3879c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f5dc8b3d_eff0_444d_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ecbf9985_eb7a_4874_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b3f67494_c517_4ae8_aec][bookmark: _LINE__11_45c36bf1_390c_47ca_9020_fa8288][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__69689786_aee9_41c8_a3][bookmark: _LINE__12_da710a21_c6e0_493e_ae6d_2fc751][bookmark: _LINE__13_e7e6cdbf_0820_4e9b_a314_5f6144][bookmark: _LINE__14_55213ec4_6145_4a51_9a29_108b5c][bookmark: _LINE__15_bf1049df_459c_41e1_928f_e7f4fd][bookmark: _LINE__16_78efe115_ec25_45b1_97bc_1c1bc0][bookmark: _LINE__17_a8667100_d08b_43f3_93e5_ceb8eb][bookmark: _LINE__18_e2fe479d_6d47_4774_be02_b350aa][bookmark: _LINE__19_d20b61ca_f3c0_4df1_b2e7_8a5820][bookmark: _LINE__20_011c354f_759e_410d_972e_1a3064][bookmark: _LINE__21_513b980f_e4a1_4456_ba67_6136f6][bookmark: _LINE__22_b11e070e_d395_485e_9044_1930da]1.   Contributions by individuals to a candidate nominated by primary election.  An individual may not make contributions to a candidate nominated by primary election in support of the candidacy of one person aggregating more than $1,950 in any election for a gubernatorial candidate, more than $475 for a legislative candidate, more than $575 for a candidate for municipal office and more than $975 in any election for any other candidate.  This limitation does not apply to contributions in support of a candidate by that candidate or that candidate's spouse or domestic partner. Beginning December 1, 2024, contribution limits in accordance with this subsection are adjusted every 2 years based on the Consumer Price Index as reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics and rounded to the nearest amount divisible by $25. The commission shall post the current contribution limit and the amount of the next adjustment and the date that it will become effective on its publicly accessible website and include this information with any publication to be used as a guide for candidates.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2c6624a4_a1ad_480f_bfef][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ccb6200e_9920_49bc_b425_da7][bookmark: _PAR__7_50460aab_8f4c_4ab3_ba20_a2eca56e][bookmark: _LINE__24_232aac46_1fde_4b4a_a27b_de5e73][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b16d7939_5493_4e54_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__11a6989a_ea75_402f_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1acbe0b0_56d2_4f98_991][bookmark: _LINE__25_e0ff898b_4199_458c_9ddf_b38fad][bookmark: _LINE__26_eab2de78_3ab9_4610_847f_e20ddd][bookmark: _LINE__27_1fc04879_3f24_45e1_959b_f8c9bf][bookmark: _LINE__28_216028ea_0929_4ae7_a756_446014][bookmark: _LINE__29_eb90476f_5632_4517_b626_c7047d][bookmark: _LINE__30_f3fec911_2aee_4989_b376_810af0][bookmark: _LINE__31_1fb411b1_8f30_47a7_923b_685c4e][bookmark: _LINE__32_a2f7b620_7f16_4978_a7d6_ebc4c3][bookmark: _LINE__33_8d307b24_8ff6_46ff_bda0_cee817][bookmark: _LINE__34_f3f23542_f41e_46e7_9e09_cdb042][bookmark: _LINE__35_993b1969_85fd_4177_a0ff_6b8e1a][bookmark: _LINE__36_a462223f_87a2_476a_bca5_a8ee4b]1-A.  Contributions by individuals to a candidate nominated by petition.  An individual may not make contributions to a candidate nominated by petition in support of the candidacy of one person aggregating more than $3,900 in any election for a gubernatorial candidate, more than $950 for a legislative candidate, more than $1,150 for a candidate for municipal office and more than $1,950 in any election for any other candidate. This limitation does not apply to contributions in support of a candidate by that candidate or that candidate's spouse or domestic partner. Beginning December 1, 2026, contribution limits in accordance with this subsection are adjusted every 2 years based on the Consumer Price Index as reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics and rounded to the nearest amount divisible by $25. The commission shall post the current contribution limit and the amount of the next adjustment and the date that it will become effective on its publicly accessible website and include this information with any publication to be used as a guide for candidates.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__366e7836_ec2a_42a8_abf4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f2aa36cc_801f_4be9_b638_264][bookmark: _PAR__3_2683e781_2f1a_4977_bd41_9bf73af7][bookmark: _LINE__9_1fbd82be_2bc7_4b77_a44c_b9a3eef][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__22d8dc02_153e_47f1_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__903be847_9f3d_4bd9_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e1981944_769d_49c0_a4f][bookmark: _LINE__10_d3abe9d5_ed18_48f3_aec6_c63fa0][bookmark: _LINE__11_b0b8202a_c186_46ab_bf17_567f9f][bookmark: _LINE__12_93e37b26_4aa1_429c_a0fa_2cc26d][bookmark: _LINE__13_61e8f461_e5fd_461e_aec4_efcc0d][bookmark: _LINE__14_29b15d39_470a_4f27_b749_727437][bookmark: _LINE__15_19d6bef6_789b_4e88_9abf_c92f67][bookmark: _LINE__16_925b4700_f60b_47dd_b973_5b3244][bookmark: _LINE__17_64318d9a_6f69_4e33_873b_e5e2c1][bookmark: _LINE__18_80c3ffed_eb8c_40af_9482_032945][bookmark: _LINE__19_5e7d5650_84d1_467b_9c45_cbe40d][bookmark: _LINE__20_96a39309_27d2_478d_a6d8_b69d3b][bookmark: _LINE__21_c0d67904_4fc9_43bc_9f97_ee082e]2-C.  Committees; corporations; associations; candidate nominated by petition.  A political committee, political action committee, ballot question committee or other committee, firm, partnership, corporation, association or organization may not make contributions to a candidate nominated by petition in support of the candidacy of one person aggregating more than $3,900 in any election for a gubernatorial candidate, more than $950 for a legislative candidate, more than $1,150 for a candidate for municipal office and more than $1,950 in any election for any other candidate. Beginning December 1, 2026, contribution limits in accordance with this subsection are adjusted every 2 years based on the Consumer Price Index as reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics and rounded to the nearest amount divisible by $25. The commission shall post the current contribution limit and the amount of the next adjustment and the date that it will become effective on its publicly accessible website and include this information with any publication to be used as a guide for candidates.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_a213eab9_f503_4237_a23b_e819f4c9][bookmark: _LINE__35_7ad1ae1e_cb64_4134_8a49_0d8f65][bookmark: _LINE__36_93940b60_ee00_4199_a839_01e074][bookmark: _LINE__37_5336d085_e025_45e9_ac81_ad2915][bookmark: _LINE__38_653f73d7_b336_4e16_81fe_179a6b][bookmark: _LINE__39_25f7bbf9_aeb5_4bfa_bf45_db44e7]This bill distinguishes contribution limits for a party candidate nominated by primary election and an unenrolled candidate nominated by petition. The bill doubles the contribution limit an individual or a political committee, political action committee, ballot question committee or other committee, firm, partnership, corporation, association or organization is allowed to contribute to an unenrolled candidate.
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