132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Increase Fees Paid to Registers of Deeds
L.D. 
An Act to Increase Fees Paid to Registers of Deeds
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a3d756dc_ca85_4ed9_8aab][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0f2fef52_4aef_4f26_bb0c_d2a][bookmark: _PAR__10_489fed95_fcb4_4b47_b25a_fe837b4][bookmark: _LINE__20_66247f4b_315d_4ecf_bdf5_aae6a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5f552e36_fad6_4754_98][bookmark: _LINE__21_1537bbbf_25db_4381_86ac_6feabd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a4bfb81e_6a06_4ca9_bc7][bookmark: _LINE__22_10b6aa49_357a_43d9_986a_85cc2c][bookmark: _LINE__23_b3d713ce_3710_420d_9425_b18a72][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8660ea59_5df4_4d86_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__632b6864_270f_45be_82][bookmark: _LINE__24_256f9171_8eb1_4a5a_a62e_91334b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9c1ca295_91d9_4009_8c][bookmark: _LINE__25_6cd2b2ee_f565_445d_b48b_3b0fde][bookmark: _LINE__26_37eedd60_c4a1_48e4_b717_8633bf]14-D.  Downloads of 1,000 or more consecutive electronic images or electronic abstracts from a county registry of deeds.  Acquiring downloads of 1,000 or more consecutive electronic images or electronic abstracts from a county registry of deeds equipped to provide downloads of images or electronic abstracts, 5¢ 50¢ per image or electronic abstract. A person acquiring downloads of 1,000 or more consecutive electronic images or abstracts from a county registry of deeds may not sell such images or abstracts to another person;
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_70344ae8_c355_4a81_8404_92212526][bookmark: _LINE__13_ec6a5cc1_8d21_45b7_8048_c19369][bookmark: _LINE__14_a7268221_b1ef_4743_b86e_e11a76][bookmark: _LINE__15_f2f596fd_2cda_4283_affe_bcd1b6][bookmark: _LINE__16_0d8ffb38_e6b1_464f_bcce_db53de][bookmark: _LINE__17_a166be28_75ce_4467_bae9_ea336b][bookmark: _LINE__18_36187828_e890_4449_9c47_1886c7][bookmark: _LINE__19_59df8133_4429_4f80_a943_7902c7][bookmark: _LINE__20_59f3edf3_5f9c_4ebb_81ba_f5aa3b][bookmark: _LINE__21_a94a24bf_4849_4d56_a692_68751c][bookmark: _LINE__22_af4792d5_12ed_4fd7_9990_587b54][bookmark: _LINE__23_3b7156f9_a701_461d_a91f_07ee4a][bookmark: _LINE__24_c85a9655_06b7_49fc_aa10_29130d][bookmark: _LINE__25_90b05f03_8124_45ed_83ab_62e4f4]This bill increases fees paid to a county register of deeds for certain services. It implements a flat fee of $45 for receiving, recording and indexing instruments that do not already have a specific fee set forth in statute and changes the fee for recording, indexing and preserving plans to $45. The bill also increases fees applicable to electronic or printed images and electronic abstracts from a county registry of deeds website and increases the surcharge a register of deeds may collect per document. It also increases the fees associated with downloads of 1,000 or more consecutive electronic images or abstracts from a county registry of deeds and prohibits the buyer from selling such images or abstracts to another person. The bill also repeals a $13 fee for requests for more than one previously recorded instrument. In current law, an annual report is required from the register of deeds for each county to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over state and local government matters on the amount of surcharge funds raised and expended and the use of those funds; the bill makes the report required only if requested by the committee.
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