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An Act Regarding Recommendations for Changing Place Names in the State
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f4921ef1_9387_4109_86c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__71779696_ee12_45bf_9b4b_403][bookmark: _PAR__12_5c0239b3_c153_405b_9f5c_1c5ba5c][bookmark: _LINE__32_212c1291_9421_437a_90bf_c401a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__029b04e3_afd7_452d_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9ac63dec_ab8f_420c_803][bookmark: _LINE__33_c7c594e7_7f81_466d_a299_2b9e24][bookmark: _LINE__34_5b42e125_c1f5_4220_b742_0e8320][bookmark: _LINE__35_cf9d3fb9_6997_4f23_afcc_537ff3][bookmark: _LINE__36_dfc5f23a_4a7e_44a1_a5a9_72d982][bookmark: _LINE__37_7ad263e6_9175_45d3_89a0_1ebe41][bookmark: _LINE__38_e58cb293_c5ec_47d3_8886_d4d486][bookmark: _LINE__39_bc11bac4_44a8_4c22_9bd9_27fedc][bookmark: _LINE__40_b4f99a7f_f925_4c64_b5e4_2a51d3]1.  Established.  The Maine Board on Place Names, established by section 12004-I, subsection 75D and referred to in this section as "the board," shall establish policies and procedures for naming and renaming places in the State and shall serve as an advisor to local units of government seeking to name or rename a place and to the Department of Administrative and Financial Services' unofficial liaison to the United States Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey, United States Board on Geographic Names, referred to in this section as "the Board on Geographic Names," who communicates recommendations for naming or renaming places.  For purposes of this section, "place" has the same meaning as in Title 1, section 1101, subsection 2.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__09ee15e1_be62_4bc1_9bb2_ebe8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__31236369_e0dd_4ff2_85a][bookmark: _PAR__12_a832f610_73f8_406c_9d8b_b3be06c][bookmark: _LINE__27_ee5f2d18_1b64_4a15_be47_1d7ba6][bookmark: _LINE__28_f7de2b1c_37c6_43ac_ba46_b44c78]In appointing members of the board, the appointing authorities shall give consideration to racial, ethnic, gender, socioeconomic and geographic diversity. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bb902bd5_e550_4d4e_a8ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__67e46bab_898b_4f82_bf37_7148][bookmark: _PAGE__3_32af91ad_4852_4f17_9ed9_3a0d7bf][bookmark: _PAR__1_5b8e4489_3e99_45ad_8d14_54cb8a2a][bookmark: _LINE__1_50e34faf_318a_4f94_a412_2c6c4ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__915db664_3ba2_4a81_858][bookmark: _LINE__2_b8806c7c_fd39_4a30_9d8e_4da110d]B. Advise the member of the board serving as the State’s unofficial liaison to the Board on Geographic Names pursuant to subsection 2, paragraph H; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__429ff115_5e40_4c8f_88e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b9162a49_fe72_440c_8550_1d5a][bookmark: _PAR__2_477d8e84_4bdc_4e24_bb96_50d50a6b][bookmark: _LINE__3_3098f3cb_fd98_4db0_bd57_056a73a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e55ec9ff_c62d_4bb0_8ce][bookmark: _LINE__4_ff688261_f601_46fb_91d2_53d0df2][bookmark: _LINE__5_ee6e8be2_63c3_400e_94f5_446fc20]C.  Develop, oversee and make public policies and procedures for petitioning the board to name or rename a place and for filing a petition with the Board on Geographic Names, Domestic Names Committee;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__22386e57_be63_4107_be2e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e33f6043_c033_4444_a30a_4e8a][bookmark: _PAR__3_134ed5df_33ac_465f_94bb_19c42f8e][bookmark: _LINE__6_865531af_e938_449e_b3c9_06cfa49][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__84df3088_2f47_4d57_b8a][bookmark: _LINE__7_cb0a70d6_94db_43bf_8715_c7aa880]D.  Develop and implement a public engagement campaign to raise awareness about place names, their history and the public process by which place names are chosen;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5df76096_cbfe_4046_ab38][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__709e01fa_7c01_4920_a46e_22e7][bookmark: _PAR__4_d3b48099_db9c_41bd_a798_02113587][bookmark: _LINE__8_16075af6_d1b7_4093_ac52_9416849][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7aee52e9_9166_4d5a_a34][bookmark: _LINE__9_650ad247_00e3_455e_81a8_1f83723]E. Give notice to the Board of Geographic Names, Domestic Names Committee of scheduled board meetings; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9ec3862f_dbc8_4302_ac86][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7c97ecc0_b01f_4f5e_a825_1de8][bookmark: _PAR__5_b4eab946_36ce_4027_81ad_26492bff][bookmark: _LINE__10_33c6a871_61cc_40ba_858e_b62db0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd20f877_c7a2_472b_899][bookmark: _LINE__11_ad2e6feb_6946_4514_abf7_6527e4]F. Recommend policies and procedures for a petitioner to use to solicit input on petitions to name or rename a place, which may include: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f50ca466_2e9c_4a34_ae6a_970][bookmark: _PAR__6_08ded0bf_e80a_4637_9eec_0c4ab995][bookmark: _LINE__12_3a9c910e_fbf8_4b21_bf86_a92faf][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5020205c_0c74_4eb2_aaba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8dacccb4_aba5_4a4c_8b1](1)  Public engagement through advertised public presentations; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6f4b89ff_0a2f_47ef_9e27_7c3][bookmark: _PAR__7_d59b811c_116a_42ea_8c4e_a17aa63e][bookmark: _LINE__13_ddfb72af_2a7c_4a7a_be7d_53f5dd][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f9aa0abc_766a_449f_904d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2c7ee964_6d27_4226_836](2)  Outreach to solicit public input through local populations;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3a5220e6_ad56_4201_a97d_6c7][bookmark: _PAR__8_5b7b543b_b94c_4280_8487_6b7c2f52][bookmark: _LINE__14_a2eb8e77_6743_425e_85a2_3dcf6e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6e7e11eb_91b7_49ce_91c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5e621a5d_6ce3_46e4_b18](3)  Public outreach to nonlocal populations;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6c1a25dd_95f0_4c8b_b0c8_5aa][bookmark: _PAR__9_b2d06513_5a0b_4c75_9f0d_801b25c7][bookmark: _LINE__15_1b7928bc_1837_40eb_b667_23ccfe][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1684226d_d58b_4f3c_8539][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39c81191_ab08_4984_998](4)  Educational materials that are made readily available to the public;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e7c0a1a8_9551_4eee_8d86_b0b][bookmark: _PAR__10_12299825_5b03_4f06_8d02_b979dde][bookmark: _LINE__16_bb0cc6f5_c6fe_4f03_b832_1dd2a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__49ade563_e600_4140_866a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bf4e74b5_9443_4182_8d0](5)  Appropriate time and options for a dedicated public comment period; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__bc747c08_8aa7_4768_97bb_926][bookmark: _PAR__11_bff80a06_f46e_43bf_bbf7_87629d8][bookmark: _LINE__17_455d8ee7_7a74_45f0_8711_c189b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__31392013_a09f_4453_996e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec2002be_7608_47a6_953][bookmark: _LINE__18_ec7c7801_b992_4011_bbc8_f4583a][bookmark: _LINE__19_f06c8234_c9b9_4703_9ea2_80e22a](6)  Recorded public voting administered by the election official in the affected local unit of government where there is a request for the naming or renaming of a place.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__47b49f65_6335_45f2_ab1f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__98b5911d_da44_43f1_8410_d1a][bookmark: _PAR__12_9a8f19df_bb96_4642_9ea3_84a0cb7][bookmark: _LINE__20_2bda9fa8_ab93_43d5_b1ba_35f35e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e546e277_34c4_4c2b_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39727a62_5faa_422c_bb0][bookmark: _LINE__21_57156150_dac7_44bd_8cf3_b54fe4]6. Additional responsibilities. The board may take on the following additional responsibilities as resources allow:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b49beaf5_4068_466d_a648][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a4323dfa_89b4_40eb_863a_cdf2][bookmark: _PAR__13_0023d84c_d6ad_4fe0_8390_8c85f40][bookmark: _LINE__22_a69734b5_ad55_4687_92c0_9a3794][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__82d7acb6_dabc_4784_897][bookmark: _LINE__23_54a22061_42dd_4bd7_9b59_4db7d0][bookmark: _LINE__24_ce2583c7_09cf_49e1_af7a_9a6a2c]A.  Acting as a liaison with state and federal agencies and the governments of Indian tribes, nations and bands in the State to ensure consistency in data and mapping products;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1d51f513_33d6_4333_af27][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c2c9d053_3599_45d5_8e2b_1ab9][bookmark: _PAR__14_ac03d17e_e20a_42c3_80be_a00ed9e][bookmark: _LINE__25_cb66090e_aa1b_4762_8fc6_20b56d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8971fd7b_f776_4caa_95e]B.  Developing recommendations on best practices in naming or renaming places;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f9c5e9b5_3b62_408f_b4ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__902e5ce1_a42e_49d8_b1a9_1667][bookmark: _PAR__15_38631826_bfd6_4a89_b54d_799e5a2][bookmark: _LINE__26_5ad947a6_af0c_4aaa_8bbd_0bdf2a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c07310ac_761f_4c3e_b2f][bookmark: _LINE__27_b7329096_e23f_4f46_94c6_7ad4db][bookmark: _LINE__28_959fda5b_eafb_411d_b5f9_bacb08][bookmark: _LINE__29_40458710_17f8_4161_87b0_db2b6e]C.  Sustaining active membership in a national nonprofit association of state and federal government agencies representing the official and recognized geographic names authorities in the United States that work to promote national standardization of the names of geographic features for official use throughout the country; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7f28f07c_e5be_4c21_8531][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__343572cb_08eb_464a_a033_6c35][bookmark: _PAR__16_204e5365_e1e9_4a49_89ee_e81e4c8][bookmark: _LINE__30_68656337_fc19_4f13_9e51_3a4791][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__17866398_7d38_410c_bbe]D.  Issuing recommendations on petitions to name or rename a place. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d11c79fe_5019_4736_a49a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e6df1383_4e20_4a1b_8868_9df][bookmark: _PAR__17_70db923b_2788_49d8_b123_0de1dfe][bookmark: _LINE__31_67569ee3_81c4_4a9f_ad1f_00932d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__01853a19_78a9_4430_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4fa09c8b_6fb4_419d_877][bookmark: _LINE__32_db661da6_a11d_46ef_a47b_54b281][bookmark: _LINE__33_b3a2ebc3_3f0b_4153_8c23_6cba10]7. Compensation. Board members not otherwise compensated for serving on the board by their employers or other entities that they represent are eligible to receive a legislative per diem, as defined in section 12002, subsection 3, in accordance with section 12002B.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6f42d483_e4a0_4e12_aeba_4b85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6fa95d40_144d_410e_a24][bookmark: _PAR__18_27d346e5_346a_423e_8e5e_54142a9][bookmark: _LINE__34_41d226cb_2b46_4167_a60b_dede69]Board members may be compensated only for up to 4 meetings per month.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__387c78db_064a_4d13_ba21_52be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__db07df3e_ebb0_406b_95b][bookmark: _PAR__19_bf5722a1_db84_4c10_b72f_55568c4][bookmark: _LINE__35_d8b5241f_b967_4a59_be50_95eeef][bookmark: _LINE__36_05faab95_1de9_49bd_ac81_201560]Nothing in this subsection is intended to exempt members of the board from the provisions of section 18-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__81194b31_21d7_4392_ab9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__09a46dca_39d5_40c6_9a5f_1b7][bookmark: _PAR__20_e0751941_3280_4972_b449_50b7c0d][bookmark: _LINE__37_e230f733_ccd1_435b_a4f5_9b0f37][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fca2587b_1781_4aae_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dea45f7d_92f8_4e14_b5b][bookmark: _LINE__38_11ac8d49_68bc_43a7_8535_c6e961][bookmark: _LINE__39_50bb0d78_dae3_42c6_abe5_08f11e][bookmark: _LINE__40_984be057_a995_4669_b2ad_6cbbac][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__aa41a4c7_1588_4530_8f4f_5cb][bookmark: _PAGE__4_eeab89dc_05b5_41d4_a098_1e154bc][bookmark: _PAR__1_f6da3826_f688_47e5_85f6_f6a0a61d][bookmark: _LINE__1_21875b05_bd4b_4265_a1c5_8e434eb][bookmark: _LINE__2_b344fcef_ef3e_4e1b_a4ac_89fde69]8.  Funding.  The board may receive and accept, from any source, allocations, appropriations, loans, grants and contributions of money or other things of value to be held, used or applied to carry out this section, subject to the conditions upon which the loans, grants and contributions may be made, including, but not limited to, appropriations, allocations, loans, grants or gifts from a private source, federal agency or governmental subdivision of the State or its agencies to name or rename a place.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1101e770_4516_41a4_91fa_333c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b9a4467b_4110_4ec4_978][bookmark: _PAR__2_bfb05c5d_02fa_4294_94d2_f3c0b002][bookmark: _LINE__3_cb1b4b41_a092_41b8_ba51_c90b46d][bookmark: _LINE__4_1790065a_a0a5_488f_bca5_9854bee][bookmark: _LINE__5_eff46822_6020_40cb_9d47_a880c5c]The board may receive and disburse funds made available to it for education programs, assisting the public in understanding the history of place names and providing local assistance on initiating a petition to the board to name or rename a place.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__79c9d8d4_1cd5_4b14_9001][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f5f31df3_538c_41bf_b190_4dd][bookmark: _PAR__3_2f43de76_1796_45c5_8009_544232e0][bookmark: _LINE__6_39ac0e1a_fa9c_49ed_b4ba_1d44a32][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__28862f92_d5c2_46a3_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b00108cf_93e6_4f63_a61][bookmark: _LINE__7_d7a2daf8_6312_4f51_8d45_c6823c6]9. Staffing. The board may employ personnel as it considers necessary and desirable in order to effectively discharge its duties and responsibilities. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c801dd7a_57db_4494_9243][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0b73f307_7087_4731_8898_30b][bookmark: _PAR__4_3bcb5533_70b1_4743_9227_4d32824c][bookmark: _LINE__8_5514a311_44a6_4cd4_87ea_da0d506][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0227aa6b_149c_4749_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__999aeaf9_45fa_418a_84d][bookmark: _LINE__9_b4d3c56b_083c_43d9_8b61_7509ae6][bookmark: _LINE__10_0a576cc0_3ac4_4cdd_bbb3_7b3644][bookmark: _LINE__11_c14a1751_6377_4f54_916a_ad0ffb][bookmark: _LINE__12_a526098c_eb77_4e5b_96a4_456ab7][bookmark: _LINE__13_d5aaaeda_afdb_4a23_a1da_2c2f5b][bookmark: _LINE__14_3aab0897_ac8a_4fd0_82aa_8f65b0][bookmark: _LINE__15_a31a0908_9366_4d00_88a1_23a3aa][bookmark: _LINE__16_ccefe008_6f28_4fd4_b5d8_16e56e][bookmark: _LINE__17_17019fde_d93b_466e_843b_b0b442]10. Reporting. By December 15th of each odd-numbered year, the board shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over state and local government matters, the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters.  The report must include a list of local units of government that have petitioned to name or rename a place, the status and outcome of each petition, recommendations for changes to existing place names and recommendations for suggested legislation to improve the process of naming or renaming a place.  Each committee may report out legislation in the regular or special session of the biennium in which the committee receives the report.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d62fc7fe_5214_45db][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c95bd2fb_26f4_49d0_909b_7][bookmark: _PAR__5_ead9a12b_ae6b_423c_a1f6_f203ff6e][bookmark: _LINE__18_19ed8aae_5402_476c_96e5_f37f28][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2733264e_8966_483f]Sec. 4.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§75-D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f1646e29_13bd_4bba_9951][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e3752842_54ee_4141_93d9_055][bookmark: _PAR__6_e4693852_40dc_4c8e_8fe6_b66ae165][bookmark: _LINE__19_2aef38c0_c30b_4c48_a756_347425][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__78867438_8e30_441e_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f02bd044_7e95_40d3_817]75-D.   
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_33607101_e4c5_4772_889d_cb8ae6be][bookmark: _LINE__20_cf40fc51_f391_4860_8b0d_329e05][bookmark: _LINE__21_3f63b651_827c_43be_ab6f_adde71]State Government
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_52349d42_c77a_4fb1_834e_b95e1b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__28ec39a1_6ce6_4d7b_ac]Maine Board on Place Names
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_92a42c3b_ebbd_453d_8818_0af202][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dbb183e7_06a2_4321_97][bookmark: _LINE__21_c666d466_b201_4249_a5bb_a52dd8][bookmark: _LINE__22_68437132_4d86_41cf_858a_430ac0]Legislative Per Diem for Certain Members
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_8060874d_a3d7_4e8d_90b9_06a33c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5156f9f3_8ef3_461f_a7][bookmark: _LINE__21_5902aff5_0d74_4975_b26b_4345f5]5 MRSA §1997


[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__de19daae_7393][bookmark: _PAR__8_a1269e87_1e4f_4bcd_bf65_9957caac][bookmark: _LINE__23_06bff427_9451_4ed4_8558_74f22d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6a235a27_df9e_475a][bookmark: _LINE__24_7434ccc0_5c52_4273_bc52_350346][bookmark: _LINE__25_d3f1fc95_f4ef_4456_9895_2f803f]Sec. 5.  Staggered terms.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 1997, subsection 4, initial appointments to the Maine Board on Place Names must be staggered as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7940dd32_8b37_4f6f_a9d2_622d954d][bookmark: _LINE__26_f2cbc160_bb56_49fd_b9f0_e14270][bookmark: _LINE__27_befce868_e876_4a48_b076_ec1a2f]1.  Of the members appointed by the President of the Senate, one member must be appointed for a oneyear term and 2 members must be appointed for 2year terms; and
[bookmark: _PAR__10_26ad1649_1006_4664_8149_3654287][bookmark: _LINE__28_84620e8a_773e_49e6_9078_d8010d][bookmark: _LINE__29_589c3a8f_7ac1_4c97_b209_51f170]2.  Of the members appointed by the Speaker of the House, 2 members must be appointed for oneyear terms and 2 members must be appointed for 2year terms.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2b9d05fd_e3a6][bookmark: _PAR__11_1f0748d0_350d_452d_a3d6_9c03961][bookmark: _LINE__30_20eec1c2_2ae5_45a9_bed6_a7e471][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4fe546ec_69cd_4d11][bookmark: _LINE__31_4c2e779e_c396_4889_a57b_4e0b5f][bookmark: _LINE__32_d6f816a6_f978_444d_a43d_d04ed1][bookmark: _LINE__33_b3c682d3_827c_4a24_955c_311c07][bookmark: _LINE__34_886aa94d_0f9c_4aba_9c4b_65f0c7][bookmark: _LINE__35_6cd607d1_087a_474f_8f95_542d2f][bookmark: _LINE__36_3ba3e1f5_90a1_41ce_b3bf_93f643]Sec. 6.  Moratorium on requests to Board on Geographic Names for naming or renaming of nonadministrative places.  For a period of 180 days after the effective date of this legislation, the Department of Administrative and Financial Services may not process or act upon any petitions to the United States Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey, United States Board on Geographic Names for the naming or renaming of a natural geographic feature of the State or any square, bridge, tunnel or street, alley or other road within the jurisdiction of the State.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__34622b2b_c562_448e_a6b1_5fb3a2][bookmark: _PAR__12_8d38d64f_fd08_4864_aa13_dd2a7a7][bookmark: _LINE__37_03fb7025_065e_4dce_852e_83176f]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__13_bff660ef_ee9a_4679_8201_1791d46][bookmark: _LINE__38_10c52c19_1e5e_457d_a9d6_03246f][bookmark: _LINE__39_21ced784_e815_409e_81e6_a9aa5c][bookmark: _LINE__40_69d28e2f_299a_4121_a0b6_c1a773][bookmark: _LINE__41_daee0541_0bf2_4786_853b_e2f28c][bookmark: _LINE__42_a87aea3d_a85b_4667_92ff_c94700][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__85fedc4f_939f_402e_990e_56e][bookmark: _PAGE__5_9d5fabb9_ffc2_4363_9adb_928d78c][bookmark: _PAR__1_88df4f66_78e5_4835_8548_c695ff87][bookmark: _LINE__1_611f8ce0_17a9_43dc_834f_ad429d4][bookmark: _LINE__2_2804cb3d_d300_4369_b05c_3345b4c]This bill establishes the Maine Board on Place Names as an advisory board and it requires the board to establish policies and procedures for naming and renaming places.  It requires the Maine Board on Place Names to serve as a consultant to the state employee who serves as an unofficial liaison to the United States Department of the Interior, United States Geographical Survey, United States Board on Geographic Names, Domestic Names Committee for the purpose of naming and renaming those places in the State under the jurisdiction of the United States Board on Geographic Names. 
[bookmark: _PAR__2_4d78da39_4fe6_4658_b3ca_7702bf35][bookmark: _LINE__3_fff84ef6_adb4_4ee1_9198_219cea5][bookmark: _LINE__4_8ae0db8e_dbe8_4d8e_99ad_b543e02][bookmark: _LINE__5_d3e6c4eb_968c_4bb6_bbe1_c9f483e][bookmark: _LINE__6_2fac5469_fd8d_4e95_a4b6_b759b8d][bookmark: _LINE__7_f6d1ccf5_19ae_493f_b4a2_840572e][bookmark: _LINE__8_b34f6181_a6d2_4bc4_970e_8d8495c][bookmark: _LINE__9_caaaedbc_a7ba_42f0_bbf4_f2cadb4][bookmark: _LINE__10_e21f5135_0a25_44ea_a774_a3f6d3][bookmark: _LINE__11_354a5fd9_d0a8_483d_a4eb_24f436][bookmark: _LINE__12_ae804c87_dace_419e_b923_b10fbb]The bill also requires municipal officers and county commissioners to notify and work with the Maine Board on Place Names if a place name in a municipality or unorganized territory is found by the Maine Human Rights Commission to be offensive.   It requires the Maine Board on Place Names to submit a report, by December 15th of each oddnumbered year, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over state and local government matters, the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters regarding municipalities that have petitioned to name or rename a place, recommendations for changes to existing place names and recommendations for suggested legislation.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c9fdd299_cb4d_4efd_b291_3684b4b1][bookmark: _LINE__13_2f75c166_947f_4f10_8ca0_11563d][bookmark: _LINE__14_7ab530aa_d7a2_4c47_a556_59de74]Finally, the bill amends the definition of "place" in the provision of law that prohibits offensive names for places in the State. 
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