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[bookmark: _PAR__7_3a5c19ab_85df_4989_bcff_c73043f7][bookmark: _LINE__13_2dc0374f_007f_4883_a391_42ba98][bookmark: _LINE__14_bc4bb75e_4b7e_44aa_8be3_47a0ec][bookmark: _LINE__15_1ab3f3f4_52fe_4760_a156_eea6a6][bookmark: _LINE__16_d3849960_d249_4dbb_a233_e264ac][bookmark: _LINE__17_e4244b0b_713e_4670_9bc5_a872da][bookmark: _LINE__18_248f107d_978f_4cf5_a86b_c47bd0]This bill allows a water utility or group of water utilities to petition the Public Utilities Commission to approve a low-income assistance program to allow qualifying low-income residential ratepayers to receive a discount or credit applying to the amount the residential ratepayer would otherwise owe to the water utility. The bill requires the commission to approve the rate change if it determines that the proposal is a cost-effective way to keep water affordable for low-income residential ratepayers.
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