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An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Nuisance Dogs
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Nuisance Dogs
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__a4b8abd1_fe7b_4974_989][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__4403acc9_bddf_4d7e_aac3_81e08][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__1bed1787_b6d6_437c_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_aa8f3224_d169_4da9_8970_049bcc7][bookmark: _PAR__1_af00cf02_982d_4091_870d_19085645][bookmark: _LINE__1_c1dcfcbc_b335_4136_86d3_56892a2]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a067db37_8bf6_45e3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f82a87eb_0ee3_43be_bbcc_7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__11e74521_5c47_4b3d_aa][bookmark: _PAR__2_7d69eda0_fcd5_4fc0_b639_3eab6527][bookmark: _LINE__2_f02ffcd3_cc6e_4ea2_9432_055aeef][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e9bf0026_e939_410e][bookmark: _LINE__3_93764903_f051_4982_8a4b_c909bfd]Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §3907, sub-§20-A, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 404, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e86c8ab3_03cc_478e_8178][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__11e570b3_6c54_4a93_9a1c_06d][bookmark: _PAR__3_3f6325d4_b255_4c8f_a848_4f700cd5][bookmark: _LINE__4_2e9da19d_d1b6_4183_a4bc_0d1296d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__26f9c967_325f_4a02_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__62ba57b9_5f45_42a5_b6f][bookmark: _LINE__5_1de78f69_ed94_4d8f_babd_aeab63a][bookmark: _LINE__6_bbb09bdb_8026_4a5e_b2bc_a840f79][bookmark: _LINE__7_6d5ffd08_975c_408d_b5aa_4bf0d83][bookmark: _LINE__8_850e4a32_dbf2_4813_9e85_8ed6b3e][bookmark: _LINE__9_8df4a37f_cef6_4012_9a31_8bac5ca][bookmark: _LINE__10_33294819_fa4c_4110_9e89_760c08][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ecb7420d_ca8d_4104_8f][bookmark: _LINE__11_4e730193_311e_4d51_9286_1029cb][bookmark: _LINE__12_f12f6bc8_7bfc_4f7d_b037_e69e5d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__58b3852e_cb4c_4034_89][bookmark: _LINE__13_64c94dc9_6c6a_4f14_8a54_9adda0][bookmark: _LINE__14_ecbf8e63_45b5_4233_90a9_7cc275][bookmark: _LINE__15_35a387a5_0d44_41bc_a301_d6749c]20-A.  Nuisance dog.  "Nuisance dog" means a dog or wolf hybrid that causes bodily injury, other than serious bodily injury, to an individual or a domesticated animal who is not trespassing on the dog or wolf hybrid owner's or keeper's premises at the time of the injury; a dog or wolf hybrid that causes a reasonable and prudent person who is not on the dog or wolf hybrid owner's or keeper's premises and is acting in a reasonable and nonaggressive manner to fear bodily injury, other than serious bodily injury, by assaulting or threatening to assault that individual or individual's domesticated animal; or a dog or wolf hybrid that causes damage to property or crops not owned by the dog or wolf hybrid owner or keeper while the dog or wolf hybrid is not on the owner's or keeper's premises; or a dog or wolf hybrid that disturbs the peace of an individual by excessive barking, howling or yelping, and the individual is not trespassing on the dog or wolf hybrid owner's or keeper's premises at the time of the excessive barking, howling or yelping.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f8b65299_e9f4_485a_a57e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bee072ac_b9e0_4209_924d_1639][bookmark: _PAR__6_98db7740_852e_4491_be22_7316a98d][bookmark: _LINE__18_e8dc6c10_44ce_48cc_88f1_999131][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5776a8ad_5346_4da5_bfd][bookmark: _LINE__19_2e3835d1_8d95_4860_aa6b_d73c49][bookmark: _LINE__20_e13296a4_c1ee_4f3d_991d_9f39ad][bookmark: _LINE__21_985f415a_266a_4537_ac95_926b67]B.  A dog or wolf hybrid that injures or threatens to assault an individual who is on the dog or wolf hybrid owner's or keeper's premises if the dog or wolf hybrid has no prior history of assault and was provoked by the individual immediately prior to the injury or threatened assault; or
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66eb1895_87bf_4fd8_8c6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__448b4ba2_f888_48ca_8d2d_4d37][bookmark: _PAR__8_a89342d2_e04e_4678_8f9e_699d1d71][bookmark: _LINE__25_887179c0_f6e7_4110_85ff_e13865][bookmark: _LINE__26_8a0f42a9_fd7d_4f3c_abec_e43c43][bookmark: _LINE__27_73d1d050_5b85_4aac_99a4_192cda]For the purposes of this definition, "dog or wolf hybrid owner's or keeper's premises" means the residence or residences, including buildings and land and motor vehicles, belonging to the owner or keeper of the dog or wolf hybrid.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8a4b234c_dfa8_439f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f964f9e0_5b94_48f9_a45b_6][bookmark: _PAR__9_6d0d2cb4_da87_4e3a_a3cc_364254b0][bookmark: _LINE__28_45e29bda_6702_44f1_a977_8e2c63][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__08ca4210_1fdc_4ca1][bookmark: _LINE__29_153a096d_a78f_472a_843c_3a6172]Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §3952-A, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 404, §12, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bd3bf29f_087a_4bd7_a854][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__eebb4144_f8a8_4793_b0a3_c239][bookmark: _PAR__3_3ef11186_76ba_478b_9345_b81304fb][bookmark: _LINE__4_a8b0c9b3_6e3d_4ecb_bfda_95777e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f60fb702_8002_4ad4_b1c][bookmark: _LINE__5_354f393a_023f_4ae1_bb45_acc1939]E.  The person's peace has been disrupted by a dog that barks, howls or yelps excessively.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3329820e_0920_4b3e_962][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3100cf3a_57aa_4acb_8e71_e8cc][bookmark: _PAR__4_acc24a76_52ed_4e79_90e6_8a31e98a][bookmark: _LINE__6_87c070f1_2546_49d8_befc_6ebc5dc][bookmark: _LINE__7_c7150f2a_f9ef_4212_ac60_079b006][bookmark: _LINE__8_2a27cc6d_254d_4832_a18a_338c304][bookmark: _LINE__9_69e8393d_aced_4df1_87a2_4f1dcfc]A representative of the sheriff's department, a local law enforcement officer or an animal control officer appointed by the municipality shall investigate and document the complaint. Upon completion of the investigation of the complaint, the investigator may issue a civil violation summons for keeping a dangerous dog or a nuisance dog.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_5a342ace_54d7_4f27_a43c_d8fe4ebb][bookmark: _LINE__15_6fd44952_db29_4695_8827_19ea2d][bookmark: _LINE__16_255eb6f0_d9e8_4054_b156_3b3b73][bookmark: _LINE__17_caf0ae89_bd92_479d_91ef_17c4f3][bookmark: _LINE__18_b1f80b81_5f6c_4f43_8d0b_70e719][bookmark: _LINE__19_e6a6b34a_a91a_4618_9447_e817b8][bookmark: _LINE__20_51f6cb41_7483_43a6_bf3b_be1b67][bookmark: _LINE__21_fd808ad1_5a30_41bb_9555_67ef69]This bill amends the definition of "nuisance dog" to include a dog or wolf hybrid that disturbs the peace of an individual by excessive barking, howling or yelping, and the individual is not trespassing on the dog or wolf hybrid owner's or keeper's premises at the time of the excessive barking, howling or yelping.  The bill also explicitly authorizes a person to file a written complaint to a sheriff, local law enforcement officer or animal control officer if the person's peace has been disrupted by a dog that barks, howls or yelps excessively.
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