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JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING APRIL 2, 2022 TO APRIL 8, 2022 AS THE WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD
STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-TWO
_____
JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING APRIL 2, 2022 TO APRIL 8, 2022 AS THE WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__aeb69d76_28a4_4dd5_9056][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__b3b9d7f3_df37_4d07_b5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__e4700d88_1b80_4ac8_9750_37c0f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__89f5817b_aec3_4206_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_25242e80_7c21_4657_b70a_c87ee35][bookmark: _PAR__1_c93a29a2_3314_4ce7_ab4b_44c250a8]WHEREAS, the Maine Association for the Education of Young Children and the National Association for the Education of Young Children are celebrating the Week of the Young Child, April 2, 2022 to April 8, 2022; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__960c609c_ab1f_42e7_bf0e][bookmark: _PAR__2_c8ee4ed3_e702_43e9_a2d3_0b8e9f24]WHEREAS, these groups are committed to the healthy development of all young children in Maine through strengthening and building systems of equitable access to high-quality early childhood education; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__21df41ac_e75c_4cbd_8b44][bookmark: _PAR__3_69ac0c91_98c7_4cfa_b50d_748eef67]WHEREAS, children's cognitive, physical, social and emotional development and language and literacy development are built on a foundation of their positive interactions with adults, peers and their environment; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__0c78a85b_92de_4fc3_8542][bookmark: _PAR__4_0a5ffd08_be8e_4cd4_ae33_c0c89ba6]WHEREAS, Maine's early childhood education workforce is vital to providing a nurturing and educational foundation of early care and learning experiences for young children; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__a68a3e00_4511_47dd_a22a][bookmark: _PAR__5_77d424b3_2657_43aa_8bc5_bb19f45e]WHEREAS, seventy percent of children under 6 years of age in Maine have all available parents in the workforce; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__acd6cdee_77be_4548_88ea][bookmark: _PAR__6_a9469847_da69_4a28_8001_6d841a02]WHEREAS, access to high-quality child care is a necessity for many families in our community to participate in the workforce; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__12fce360_1713_4370_b222][bookmark: _PAR__7_8255f72f_d911_41e3_9db1_630a94ad]WHEREAS, high-quality early childhood programs provide important benefits to children, families and state and national economies; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__0641d727_63fe_4831_bd33][bookmark: _PAR__8_4fbf5134_bf07_48a1_8ae8_3abfe4a1]WHEREAS, celebrating the Week of the Young Child enables the recognition and advancement of the early childhood education profession; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__bce72ecd_63dc_4c4b_915d_22681][bookmark: _PAR__9_c1749b2f_315e_4356_a37c_e413d0a9]RESOLVED:  That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirtieth Legislature now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to recognize April 2, 2022 to April 8, 2022 as the Week of the Young Child and encourage all residents to work to support and invest in early childhood in the State.
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