132nd Maine Legislature
An Act Relating to Nonwater-dependent Floating Structures
L.D. 
An Act Relating to Nonwater-dependent Floating Structures
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__4dd470f4_1271_4a70_9f1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__66b2fd16_0378_4aa7_a70e_e5325][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__d4944cfd_1a01_41f7_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_11e40622_8d27_45ba_9576_8218011][bookmark: _PAR__1_5e1c0247_c9e4_40fc_8b07_b9be899c]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8b6734c6_e024_49d2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__410271f8_8b88_4574_b70b_c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__575d05ea_3105_4196_8b][bookmark: _PAR__2_e19084e3_b892_4ae4_8d46_0eef9840][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b83e48ff_a4d7_486f]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §13056, sub-§3-A, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2025, c. 378, §10, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9f4d0bb9_cb89_42bd_a55b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__316d2a1c_d903_4dd6_87d4_c818][bookmark: _PAR__3_baaf3a35_95ba_49e7_82c8_d34cabe7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fab09550_3918_4b61_825][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3e470f1f_ab77_4148_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__48d90e10_891d_44c0_8c]B.  Meets all applicable operating visibility requirements under 46 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 144.905.  The watercraft must include a position from which its operator is afforded unobstructed forward visibility to each side of the centerline for at least 70 degrees from the operator's position and is afforded unobstructed lateral visibility to each side of the centerline at least 90 degrees from the operator's position standards related to the field of vision from the helm position as recommended by the American Boat and Yacht Council or its successor organization;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__657ec15a_a0e3_4ecd_a200][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__896546a3_623f_4ad0_bbc7_9ff][bookmark: _PAR__5_5fba8ae1_78ab_4d7c_8e42_c8c47a25][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a9c78de6_da1b_41ab_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ffcf468c_4572_4d31_ad1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__50d17813_5bbf_4b72_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f7888b27_e753_4bbe_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a477d3b3_fe65_4cdb_89]1.  Abandoned nonwater-dependent floating structure.  "Abandoned nonwater-dependent floating structure" means a nonwater-dependent floating structure that has been left in, on or over internal the waters of this State for more than 24 hours without intention of removal by the owner, as determined by the primary enforcement authority.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b05b1d80_cc92_4090_b458][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__665796cc_5619_4774_b209_b69][bookmark: _PAR__9_f4c7c043_7d40_491a_80c9_2a87efa3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__80386d8f_d98d_425b_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ff5e6dc2_a3b8_45ae_97a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c3d188ba_e284_4673_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__53cae743_3bde_4960_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6e877d2c_f16b_4f3e_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fc2c6844_7c51_4baf_a0]11.  Nonwater-dependent uses.  "Nonwater-dependent uses" means those uses that can function in a location other than on the surface waters of the this State and that do not require, for their primary purpose, location on submerged lands or direct access to inland waters or coastal territorial waters.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__04a13d81_80dc_41af_b337][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c21e7792_0957_4c31_aa0f_1ea][bookmark: _PAR__2_d5e9e5e8_69b6_4cbc_9510_42265e87][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c9abeee7_36de_42a8_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6efc7a39_7a82_4094_98d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ac172e48_487e_4fb6_bf1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2488f31b_bd22_43db_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1ccf2528_2061_4e65_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f75fc2fc_b9f3_4458_9f]1.  Eligibility.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the owner of a nonwater-dependent floating structure that was in existence as of January 1, 2025 may make application to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands, referred to in this section as "the bureau," through the submerged lands leasing program established pursuant to Title 12, section 1862 for a nonwater-dependent floating structure lease on the internal waters of the this State that authorizes the owner to continue to operate the nonwater-dependent floating structure in accordance with the requirements of this section when the following applies:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb798ca2_9eff_45f6_895a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5f4f5900_c4cf_4f22_840f_6178][bookmark: _PAR__4_a1844dfd_fa39_4a68_afc1_87b89cd0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b26328c8_f817_4d61_8d0]B.  If the nonwater-dependent floating structure is not attached to the shore, the applicant has right, title or interest to the adjacent upland shorefront and holds an approved mooring from the United States Army Corps of Engineers or the municipality in which the structure is located.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_802ab094_9f24_41f4_bfb5_ec18614][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__1a7946c7_6ab1_4ebc_b977_deb][bookmark: _PAGE__3_9ededa4f_cd34_4cf6_b5e3_740dadb][bookmark: _PAR__1_6130b47a_3d94_4ba3_ade2_c793f940]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife pursuant to Public Law 2025, chapter 378.  The bill makes changes to definitions related to the laws governing nonwater-dependent floating structures.  It replaces the term "internal waters," which is defined as waters under the exclusive jurisdiction of the State, with the term "waters of this State," which is defined as all internal waters and all federal waters within the jurisdiction of the State.  It replaces the term "coastal waters" with the term "territorial waters."  The bill also provides that, in order for the owner of a homemade watercraft that is a houseboat or that is a nonwater-dependent floating structure capable of being used as a means of transportation on water to obtain a certificate of number from the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the homemade watercraft must meet all applicable operating visibility standards related to the field of vision from the helm position as recommended by the American Boat and Yacht Council or its successor organization.
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