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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__890fb028_c6c0_4344_b318][bookmark: _PAR__2_2bf908f6_d066_4cd6_afc1_e1a518f9][bookmark: _LINE__5_441c2273_67c7_4104_9338_9dbbdb2][bookmark: _LINE__6_4f8dc913_2157_4126_9d71_9f0e313][bookmark: _LINE__7_89bc6192_bcfd_4df3_bdf1_ef2a9c4][bookmark: _LINE__8_c3b456f5_a40e_4184_b85c_eba75bd][bookmark: _LINE__9_2356cc46_9d2d_4dad_8b1b_c7bfa0f]WHEREAS, while a student at Cooper Union in New York City in 1942, Mr. Bryan was drafted to serve in a segregated battalion of the United States Army, with which he participated in the D-Day invasion, landing at Omaha Beach, and documented his experiences through writing and art; he told this important and inspiring story in 2019 in his celebrated memoir "Infinite Hope: A Black Artist's Journey from World War II to Peace"; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__c79fe747_6546_4451_a5be][bookmark: _PAR__3_5ddcf97f_f0ec_4cf5_b260_91b4e5b8][bookmark: _LINE__10_1299bdff_26a1_4003_821a_3c2e55][bookmark: _LINE__11_02c33ab6_09cc_4fad_8bb4_67a559][bookmark: _LINE__12_3a248f12_9896_42b2_96b7_728126][bookmark: _LINE__13_668b833d_470d_45e1_bd64_0aec4f][bookmark: _LINE__14_37011bdf_a463_45cd_81c9_557269]WHEREAS, Mr. Bryan later studied art around the world and went on to a long teaching career at Queens College, Philadelphia College of Art, Lafayette College and Dartmouth College, but in the summer of 1946, he visited Maine for the first time as a student and, upon viewing the mountains of Mount Desert Island and the Cranberry Isles, decided this was where he wanted to live; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__3d70f105_cbe3_424c_a05f][bookmark: _PAR__4_a5d14309_126f_4365_afa2_d56c93f6][bookmark: _LINE__15_ce341f4b_aa92_415e_a24c_d19a2a][bookmark: _LINE__16_395eb6c4_3593_4544_a214_05fcf7][bookmark: _LINE__17_a5a4ffdd_2525_43c9_824f_91ba01][bookmark: _LINE__18_e33579c5_8290_4ffc_9ac0_5e8fa7][bookmark: _LINE__19_18b01ff5_9cda_457c_b402_f60f70]WHEREAS, after coming to live on Little Cranberry Island, Mr. Bryan enriched the lives of island residents, visitors and schoolchildren in Maine and around the world with over 50 books, including "Beautiful Blackbird" and "Freedom Over Me," which were a force for bringing people of color and issues of racial diversity into children's literature and for introducing children of all backgrounds to African American poetry and folktales; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__301201dd_1ed2_4aed_9da4][bookmark: _PAR__5_b72800d0_e89d_4719_a5e1_6edcc579][bookmark: _LINE__20_3d35e5b0_a86f_445e_b9bb_b0ad94][bookmark: _LINE__21_13748587_891d_4c80_8e7d_5df7a1][bookmark: _LINE__22_8715bc60_70a4_4c7d_82b1_b1d9a9][bookmark: _LINE__23_bf1582f3_4be4_44d5_9279_3fa3c7]WHEREAS, a child of the Great Depression who let nothing go to waste, Mr. Bryan used debris washed up on the shores of the Cranberry Isles to create puppets and stained-glass windows that have been displayed in museums around the country and are now on permanent display in the Ashley Bryan Storyteller Pavilion in Islesford on Little Cranberry Island; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__0d0e312e_ebab_41a7_a571][bookmark: _PAR__6_aa031330_36d8_4d17_ade6_e364e850][bookmark: _LINE__24_57a18581_225c_4d9e_813b_cd2af5][bookmark: _LINE__25_0f539554_3da4_4af0_85d0_1186cf][bookmark: _LINE__26_f4fcea5d_a7ca_4c4d_843c_81f9e4][bookmark: _LINE__27_d00a8844_190e_4b75_aa8a_f8af1f]WHEREAS, Mr. Bryan illuminated the African American experience and cultural heritage through his art, for which he has been recognized by universities and institutions internationally and which paved the way for African American writers and illustrators, creating opportunities for greater diversity in the world of children's literature; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__875efaed_2bf3_4d26_8e42][bookmark: _PAR__7_d3d594d4_5799_4fab_92d3_e73dbd4d][bookmark: _LINE__28_cc38404d_0f77_4404_8362_7e571a][bookmark: _LINE__29_081e335f_e828_4615_94a7_44001d][bookmark: _LINE__30_a723c5d6_e21b_47f5_ab59_801878][bookmark: _LINE__31_6fd67306_62de_48b8_b84b_bdfe57][bookmark: _LINE__32_03130666_b32b_405d_9ebb_bd9562][bookmark: _LINE__33_56268aa9_4a01_49ec_a420_040bfb][bookmark: _LINE__34_8490c05a_b921_4ed6_92d6_44795c]WHEREAS, Mr. Bryan received the Coretta Scott King-Virginia Hamilton Lifetime Achievement Award, the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award, several Coretta Scott King Awards and a Newbery Honor, as well as many other recognitions, including the renaming of the Islesford school as the Ashley Bryan School in celebration of his love of children and commitment to education, and in September 2021, the Farnsworth Art Museum announced Mr. Bryan as the recipient of the 2022 Maine in America Award, which recognized outstanding contributions to Maine's role in American art and is the museum's highest honor; now, therefore, be it
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