131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Implement Recommendations in the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife's Report on Wake Boats
L.D. 
An Act to Implement Recommendations in the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife's Report on Wake Boats
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d0b36c72_87de_4130][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cf036a5f_6de0_41cf_9542_5][bookmark: _PAR__6_77dea435_352b_4fcd_b7f6_ca2dbe26][bookmark: _LINE__12_bf7a08e8_3f89_43da_9bef_7449a6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__86d63d42_41c2_4c6c]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §13068-A, sub-§18 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_cfb73355_a09e_412c_aed5_757147a][bookmark: _LINE__23_c2dadb5a_1da5_479b_8905_3517ef][bookmark: _LINE__24_fc9c1714_62be_484c_b232_688730]1.  Develop an outreach program to provide boater safety and education to persons engaged in wakesurfing activities in the State; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_ecf58997_9b1e_4b16_8d58_3240d58][bookmark: _LINE__25_31df7b85_3f03_48cc_8d84_ac959b][bookmark: _LINE__26_45f8db36_57b9_4d7e_aa5b_f44721][bookmark: _LINE__27_b1a64537_280d_499c_9aa9_470527][bookmark: _LINE__28_6a99f33f_1092_420c_afdd_c07ac3][bookmark: _LINE__29_10db1c4b_d385_4c0d_8bb3_94ac24][bookmark: _LINE__30_77f2514c_994c_4f35_825d_8a9302][bookmark: _LINE__31_760a3324_9cf1_461f_b34f_c7dba9][bookmark: _LINE__32_bdfe4037_60d5_43ef_8787_89ba5d][bookmark: _LINE__33_35cf5357_64dc_42a1_b419_c66dbd][bookmark: _LINE__34_2bcb2247_acdf_4e30_af68_a9d85c][bookmark: _LINE__35_85c7871d_e03f_4763_8304_c8495d]2.  Submit a report focused on wake boats and wakesurfing activities in the State to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters no later than February 1, 2027.  The report must include information on the outreach program developed pursuant to subsection 1.  The report must also include detailed information on enforcement mechanisms and the level of enforcement undertaken, as measured by statistics when data are available, including the number of reported incidents, the number of complaints and the number of boats checked.  The report may include information on enforcement challenges, the department's view on the appropriate water depth and distance from the shoreline for users engaged in a wakesurfing activity and any recommendations for statutory changes related to these issues.  The committee is authorized to report out a bill based on the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_bf55ef87_f4f0_48b1_abca_345f26d][bookmark: _LINE__36_89563338_c0f5_4b32_aefe_928943][bookmark: _LINE__37_9a10c75d_86b0_4068_9065_7cde58]For the purposes of this section, "wakesurfing activity" has the same meaning as in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 13001, subsection 27‑A. 
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_11e2f0b9_714f_40ca_85cf_09bafca2][bookmark: _LINE__2_8c9960e6_56c6_410c_97ea_dbf61bc][bookmark: _LINE__3_02870530_4ed4_4fd1_8902_e7c8713]2.  It requires that information related to boater safety and education courses be provided at the time of purchase of a motorboat from a dealer in the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_23095325_d4e4_4480_8efd_3a58481a][bookmark: _LINE__4_ba99bd9b_5d72_442f_9ce0_b947634][bookmark: _LINE__5_66fd0775_3a92_433b_8f7f_06dafa8]3.  It prohibits a person from operating a motorboat in less than 15 feet of water or within 300 feet of the shoreline when the motorboat is engaged in a wakesurfing activity.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c58cbfb6_3b85_4e02_9bf0_d6cf5366][bookmark: _LINE__6_0d28ecb0_ce28_40b3_90df_3dd2ba8][bookmark: _LINE__7_cba52969_303d_4789_b0b7_0f99f36][bookmark: _LINE__8_2a0d5824_91bf_4ac6_9881_413c59d][bookmark: _LINE__9_0e73734b_e8ad_48cc_a371_a943984][bookmark: _LINE__10_6095b920_102a_4f7c_965a_9cee74][bookmark: _LINE__11_f703906d_be33_4d93_b227_1791ca]4.  It directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to develop an outreach program to provide boater safety and education to persons engaged in wakesurfing activities and to submit a report focused on wake boats and wakesurfing activities in the State to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters no later than February 1, 2027.  The committee is authorized to report out a bill based on this report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
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