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JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND IRELAND
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__8c9d34ba_f503_44f1_9f87][bookmark: _PAR__6_6b222fc1_a133_49f4_b164_913397d2][bookmark: _LINE__16_a68de95f_0008_4fb2_b517_54495b][bookmark: _LINE__17_5e0868ef_882d_4468_8f69_611cd2][bookmark: _LINE__18_bd0adaf6_36fc_4f45_ae53_f4ffe9]WHEREAS, the influence of Irish people in America extends well beyond the Oval Office and the United States Capitol to every state of the nation, and there are a significant number of state Legislators within the American Irish State Legislators Caucus; and 
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__779400f9_9f6c_40b3_8f8b][bookmark: _PAR__7_eee1ec08_e4ed_43b9_af81_9e1e804a][bookmark: _LINE__19_fa0cc9b6_0c57_4667_874b_90eeb2][bookmark: _LINE__20_0658fc3c_f92b_46f3_b109_e8881a][bookmark: _LINE__21_2f7f4b3b_df30_43dd_9236_27f309]WHEREAS, since Timothy Smiddy's momentous audience in the Oval Office 100 years ago, 18 Irish ambassadors have presented credentials to American presidents, and over this time, Ireland's relations with the United States have evolved significantly; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__1027fab2_f310_4196_8aac][bookmark: _PAR__8_2d0a261f_169f_4baf_b361_8040bc1a][bookmark: _LINE__22_8cf66edd_78fb_4f7c_9b70_1f5cf5][bookmark: _LINE__23_2faaea90_d089_44c8_98e5_1fb612][bookmark: _LINE__24_de40a523_6bd6_4354_ad95_b53973][bookmark: _LINE__25_9a762311_3258_42e3_81bf_95e9b6][bookmark: _LINE__26_144ecdaa_49ff_4b86_bd44_7c8456][bookmark: _LINE__27_eb9294aa_7059_4a48_bbc7_6c9bb1]WHEREAS, from an impoverished and internationally isolated state, scarred by years of conflict, Ireland has transformed over the past century into the economically prosperous and culturally vibrant peaceful nation of today, and this transformation is due in part to the support of friends in the United States, from the crucial role America played in brokering peace in Northern Ireland, culminating with the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, to the substantial American economic investment in Ireland; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__720562eb_4af2_40d2_bb4e][bookmark: _PAR__9_b4cb9402_91cc_4e7e_89d0_0360f6e6][bookmark: _LINE__28_6cd3e7aa_f8a0_41a7_a400_12cf7b][bookmark: _LINE__29_209bbb19_0de9_4251_bec0_edbd50][bookmark: _LINE__30_e9b85ca6_236b_4ec5_badd_b0c549][bookmark: _LINE__31_faa613ce_d4b0_4f59_9fc7_6423b8]WHEREAS, there are almost 1,000 American companies in Ireland employing over 200,000 people, and approximately 100,000 people are employed in every state in the United States by over 650 Irish-owned companies, and Ireland is now the 9th largest source of foreign direct investment in the United States; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__e1f9e8c3_30df_4b5f_975a][bookmark: _PAR__10_0684aad3_53ab_4e03_b9e0_2d1c6ef][bookmark: _LINE__32_9b2833ea_2ccb_4da2_9555_588c23][bookmark: _LINE__33_6ad62f6a_88fe_43c4_9e5c_e156cd][bookmark: _LINE__34_8344dde7_85c8_4e69_a015_77f8af][bookmark: _LINE__35_09014d14_6a45_4608_a71e_ee6dc4][bookmark: _LINE__36_632af30a_8fbc_40e4_ad38_3b7c14][bookmark: _LINE__37_c8f5673f_c127_4811_b231_fc91e8]WHEREAS, the diplomatic relationship between the United States and Ireland is a shining example of how ancestral ties, historical connections, cultural affinities and shared values can create a foundation for enduring partnership and mutual prosperity, and Irish-American state Legislators across the United States are playing a vitally important role in fostering this partnership and ensuring that it continues and flourishes for another century to come; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__c5176da8_7305_479f_9ad9_3415c][bookmark: _PAR__11_b34c88a6_7b31_4fc3_a0f2_ef08b76][bookmark: _LINE__38_b8c84a41_b8ea_4978_9d6a_82f85e][bookmark: _LINE__39_1837e7ce_cd8c_4d27_95a3_541671][bookmark: _LINE__40_cd39059a_563c_4aaa_b50a_8b2b93][bookmark: _LINE__41_78ce62e6_0681_434c_ab56_09f645]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Legislature now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to recognize the 100th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the United States and Ireland; and be it further
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