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An Act to Amend the Mining Excise Tax Laws
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Mining Excise Tax Laws
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__46e68bd1_61da_4211][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__91a20cd1_e84a_4fc8_8662_b][bookmark: _PAR__3_bc629f6e_1998_4b95_a4b3_9017c0a3][bookmark: _LINE__3_8ef2a818_2172_43bb_8a18_b8fafa1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5a23e6a6_dcf1_47fc][bookmark: _LINE__4_5ac15b40_cbac_4758_a180_d77d69c]Sec. 2.  14 MRSA §6662, sub-§1, ¶C, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 189, is amended by amending subparagraph (2) to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0344a43f_d6ae_4a9b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0f720e58_13e6_4598_bfca_0][bookmark: _PAR__2_5698c805_d974_4868_9cbf_ffab3f40][bookmark: _LINE__2_dc212a1c_fe8c_4e8d_a09f_cc1416b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__db99bff3_3685_41fb][bookmark: _LINE__3_096467ca_90cc_4070_ae37_d70cff2]Sec. 13.  36 MRSA §2855, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 711, §10, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8b6980e7_8a71_4f90_af88][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__46fbbc28_b18f_4c3a_912b_840][bookmark: _PAR__5_812c915e_5af2_4cc5_941a_e059fa3a][bookmark: _LINE__8_13ff6157_34d5_4d16_8d5d_2fe15e5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8d6cb4d4_9332_4bf6_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b720494e_e3f2_419b_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a3655739_7d48_40e2_87f][bookmark: _LINE__9_cdc14728_6f09_40ba_95da_83e0d46][bookmark: _LINE__10_cd80ccbf_a150_453f_bc67_7b0a3a][bookmark: _LINE__11_d437e285_2550_4c4d_9328_a5e534]10.  Mining.  "Mining" has the same meaning as in Title 38, section 490-MM, subsection 11, except that activity described in Title 38, section 490-MM, subsection 11, paragraph D is mining regardless of any exclusion by the Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to Title 38, section 490-NN, subsection 4.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3bbb25f9_220c_4251_a150_1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__454e4ce9_203d_4d54][bookmark: _PAR__6_faf21436_76f4_4afa_aa4c_ebdb786b][bookmark: _LINE__12_75041c6f_4707_45a9_aba2_b34609][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__357aced4_eb32_475a]Sec. 15.  36 MRSA §2855, sub-§12, as amended by PL 1983, c. 776, §5, is repealed.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a8fc7dc3_fb7c_4689_b0cc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1ff8e747_9452_4baf_8a31_4df][bookmark: _PAR__16_96f0c7d1_acdb_4d96_bf4e_7802c94][bookmark: _LINE__25_9d7955d0_2b97_45c5_b5f8_d257f8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__180bbe8b_dc69_4d6b_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec146dc4_1cce_49d3_a7e][bookmark: _LINE__26_2e38c077_9edb_4653_b849_128cc4][bookmark: _LINE__27_4f1e4115_9a3a_4d95_ab12_fe81b1]1.  Annual return.  A mining company shall file, on or before the date the mining company's state income tax return is due to be filed, an annual return on a form specified by the State Tax Assessor for each tax year.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ccb7294d_8f30_41fa_be50][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bc992e87_20cc_46fb_9295_960][bookmark: _PAR__17_a2f3fd05_b096_4b33_964e_84d134c][bookmark: _LINE__28_5fa806fe_9108_4d21_b26d_6bf5eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a833a4e5_f441_4464_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__149fda34_af46_4947_a59][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__99be3106_5e42_4146_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6ab6d06d_091d_4c77_94]2.  Form and contents.  The return shall must indicate:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__888850e8_8c74_48e1_b542][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2adbcd0f_d135_4c9c_bc6a_3442][bookmark: _PAR__18_21c90ab4_b4e0_439b_9758_e90ba1a][bookmark: _LINE__29_c4b4efd4_a80b_4211_8f27_240d4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c08a3fa6_879d_4ceb_9f7]A.  The tax due;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5c7f6462_8ccf_4f45_aeee][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__21138832_5f20_4f0d_a0b5_aadc][bookmark: _PAR__19_22d524b3_9694_4d08_ad41_43bea11][bookmark: _LINE__30_383102d7_f8a3_4dc1_a3b0_8b6797][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b65fad01_9d3c_4b46_a44][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__63e96bb2_eed4_45d7_86]B.  The estimated tax payments made; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1a4b8667_0b84_4286_a477][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__eec8a03b_bbac_4697_8458_5ab1][bookmark: _PAR__20_921a007b_77e6_47eb_8980_132148c][bookmark: _LINE__31_1c71c7f6_5bf5_4f57_be17_7fd06f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1f3d202e_e1b1_41c9_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__121331b0_f6dc_4cae_9aa][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__15759e0a_3fa9_4372_b6f]C.  Credits provided under section 2858; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4b163310_ab27_49a7_b502][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__861d0366_473c_4e79_9dd2_e6bf][bookmark: _PAR__21_b97e0f25_e0e5_4542_9478_90a7a1c][bookmark: _LINE__32_8a5574dd_55cc_4869_82b3_32005c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e0961822_e4e9_43ca_96d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__68ac93e2_0379_455f_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bb517ddf_a455_4331_92][bookmark: _LINE__33_a0901f99_7bf3_4d2f_b4a6_a0493f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1ea9d79d_2a9f_4103_83]D.  Information relating to the value of facilities and equipment, gross proceeds, net proceeds or other relevant information as the State Tax Assessor may by rule require.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__967f8cd0_54a7_4eb1_abcc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ab4e9974_98cb_46ed_8c22_70a][bookmark: _PAR__22_a53dc335_075a_44f5_b0ef_6065d01][bookmark: _LINE__34_a8553d80_ba5b_4a30_a842_ff0f99][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__22f2afce_bf70_4462_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__da379ef2_0422_4c3d_95b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ac7abdbb_a612_4e00_b7][bookmark: _LINE__35_1142c08c_f27c_443f_b0ee_577626]3.  Payments.  A mining company shall pay the tax due, less estimated tax payments and credits, at the time its annual return is due without extensions.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bbdf99ca_1d7a_4bf9_8f61][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fb7ff202_74d3_4669_aa26_315][bookmark: _PAR__23_d7fc4409_9e41_4ffa_876c_3eeae6b][bookmark: _LINE__36_98d76dcc_3a4d_421f_a821_3c0693][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__56062cb7_19af_4f5f_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__287b27b4_41f3_4e2e_a97][bookmark: _LINE__37_2dfaa9ad_1b29_4f43_934a_2e30e5][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__00ab5865_1640_4cba_8ba9_e50][bookmark: _PAGE__3_7ef683c5_49cd_41a5_9506_403b383][bookmark: _PAR__1_3a4e4f7d_9f19_4151_b387_5d91b32f][bookmark: _LINE__1_b7d7257f_f41f_4afc_8e1b_3377744][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__209c49d7_60c9_4bd7_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__18ffdd61_f8ee_4d7e_9f][bookmark: _LINE__2_a456f013_f51b_404b_804a_6fcaae4]4.  Extensions.  The State Tax Assessor may grant a reasonable extension of time for filing a return, declaration, statement or other document or payment of tax or estimated tax required by this chapter on such terms and conditions as he the State Tax Assessor may require.  The extension may not exceed 8 months.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8f4feca_9aff_4f59_ba47][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ab4ae100_2d2d_4cfb_a76d_06f][bookmark: _PAR__2_464cd983_e1e4_4ec0_bdf2_7b4ed9ee][bookmark: _LINE__3_ce8dc1a6_1f53_4195_b520_a45670c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__04e99ea4_982a_4151_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__450dbc2a_336a_48f7_b1e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b83ff718_b4ff_45bc_b8][bookmark: _LINE__4_b832aa7f_4d2a_4d15_a73f_661c264][bookmark: _LINE__5_d661c903_8b45_4098_9ea3_9d4a069][bookmark: _LINE__6_88c2479d_a826_4271_b95e_b797b2a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3f77471e_0fe1_4ed3_85][bookmark: _LINE__7_2a3a8a0e_c3d5_4420_bb13_938c707][bookmark: _LINE__8_a85cd672_27cb_4295_aeaf_ea3bbfd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f5045a8b_2300_424b_a8][bookmark: _LINE__9_29ddbbaa_a092_4bcd_9bf9_9d8111e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__373ddc42_e9a9_4a4b_93]5.  Computation.  In computing a mining company's tax, gross proceeds and net proceeds shall be computed as if each mine site were a separate taxpayer. The State Tax Assessor may distribute, apportion or allocate on a reasonable basis gross proceeds, deductions, credits or allowances between or among mining companies or mine sites, if such distribution, apportionment or allocation is necessary to prevent evasion of taxes imposed by this chapter, or to reflect clearly the gross or net proceeds of any mining company or mine site.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bf183a2f_ec0c_4ac4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__48c40caf_3778_46eb_831e_7][bookmark: _PAR__3_733f45cf_367a_4c13_aa23_3378bd40][bookmark: _LINE__10_fcd47f31_c07d_46eb_9bf0_ff2ee7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0e7bcf42_63dd_49cb]Sec. 22.  36 MRSA §2858, as amended by PL 1987, c. 772, §26, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f68df69d_efe1_4046][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7a1bc82a_e58f_4544_888b_4][bookmark: _PAR__4_c5cdb852_fc0f_4f7a_8ff0_259348e4][bookmark: _LINE__11_db0a29d0_2c09_434c_9f9f_473fe9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7dbc94ca_57f1_4537][bookmark: _LINE__12_d351c84a_fb66_4057_a7c2_fe49f7]Sec. 23.  36 MRSA §2861, as amended by PL 2011, c. 653, §4 and affected by §33 and amended by c. 682, §38, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a674ceaa_f907_424b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0481a13a_ad62_45d3_b268_6][bookmark: _PAR__5_7bf9b6bd_d2e5_432d_b5b4_65a27b16][bookmark: _LINE__13_be39bd9a_29db_49e7_bdc3_2261cb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__34b2dcda_62b9_47ec][bookmark: _LINE__14_e960e653_d3bd_477c_9c38_eec34d]Sec. 24.  36 MRSA §2862, as amended by PL 2011, c. 653, §5 and affected by §33, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b0599a3e_d14a_4010][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d4497176_78cb_459d_9190_8][bookmark: _PAR__6_676c8415_36aa_43cb_a1c3_efc2e592][bookmark: _LINE__15_cf118846_02f0_4ed1_817a_e7ef78][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a14baa91_1140_4f99]Sec. 25.  36 MRSA §2862-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__24bbb6d1_1b97_4c3f_8880_3454][bookmark: _PAR__7_9ac6548f_69b9_4f93_9a9f_9e7097b0][bookmark: _LINE__16_508494dc_727e_499c_b2c7_31ac6b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a46c1b25_f13a_4ac2_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d89e4a49_eca3_464d_87cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0450f9b8_1216_4801_8e]§2862-A.  Distribution of revenues
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__17ea617c_6300_426b_a0d6_c9e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5bcebd97_9fa6_4aea_b46][bookmark: _PAR__8_095ad65c_bff7_4140_8ef2_d9b78d56][bookmark: _LINE__17_507ca5fc_d2a2_4dcc_a425_fa95c7][bookmark: _LINE__18_37d6b8c7_1ecb_48e7_a987_1defa8]Excise tax revenues must be deposited in the Mining Excise Tax Fund established in section 2866.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3c4c1409_e285_4cdf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__16ff46da_38c8_4a7e_9e0d_b][bookmark: _PAR__9_8912445b_8921_449a_b9e6_662553f9][bookmark: _LINE__19_27f14147_d937_45ea_a1ce_9b9dbf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3ff15742_8203_4c70]Sec. 26.  36 MRSA §2863, as amended by PL 2017, c. 211, Pt. E, §7, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__46cdeaf4_695d_4a72][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3460c35b_3c8c_4472_80b8_f][bookmark: _PAR__10_5844628c_2ab0_49b6_a509_61a348d][bookmark: _LINE__20_652c810d_52aa_47ad_97f0_be3a97][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__94e01b08_92a3_491a]Sec. 27.  36 MRSA §2865, as amended by PL 2007, c. 627, §76, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5435c116_dd13_4421][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__eda2d41c_5350_4dc2_8689_a][bookmark: _PAR__11_52dba13d_a097_471f_a97b_977c88d][bookmark: _LINE__21_b9cf712c_68ed_466d_bdc2_69eebe][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bd21e9ad_dbc4_4d3b][bookmark: _LINE__22_d44ec0cd_1d7e_46c6_b46b_999800]Sec. 28.  36 MRSA §2866, as amended by PL 2011, c. 653, §6 and affected by §33 and amended by c. 682, §38, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__73d173ac_e326_4710_9ccd_bc2e][bookmark: _PAR__12_0f465dfe_aec9_477c_86df_f672d23][bookmark: _LINE__23_069d093e_8b29_478c_b7ab_d34ebe][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__87661540_341e_4391_9856][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__556f0c95_f565_40e7_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__044050f1_2488_4991_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f6d708dd_52de_4f55_bd]§2866.  Mining Oversight Excise Tax Fund
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__228e6cb2_3d95_4c76_85c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__31957c6f_3084_4733_b9fb_5ee][bookmark: _PAR__13_67145f9a_e3a9_4d6c_a3b5_8040df3][bookmark: _LINE__24_ce477e38_2736_4613_b062_bd98e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c06c74c0_a4b1_4756_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bae5e23e_09d7_4135_9ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0d09e494_cbad_463b_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__12e5f138_310f_4df1_87][bookmark: _LINE__25_1db29b31_c9e3_414f_9693_3437bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7bb84555_2a55_490e_82][bookmark: _LINE__26_443b8346_29d1_4609_a5c3_e06a0f][bookmark: _LINE__27_dae70795_1b03_4d57_b0f6_2be029]1.  Creation of fund.  The Mining Oversight Excise Tax Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established as a nonlapsing fund administered by the Mining Excise Tax Trust Fund Board of Trustees, referred to in this section as "the board."  The board shall oversee and authorize expenditures from the fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e4875023_fdbd_4c21_b883][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c0f46ace_f716_419f_a671_470][bookmark: _PAR__14_f20378c2_3824_4dd8_9e10_0456f5b][bookmark: _LINE__28_e2035b51_bcb3_49fb_8a30_37bdce][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__44c1af21_9453_464f_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__05335f46_77ed_4a8d_97d][bookmark: _LINE__29_d6c8b07d_5e3f_46fc_95b1_3805f1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__27609dda_62fd_40b5_9af]2.  Investment.  The Treasurer of State shall invest the money in the fund as authorized by Title 5, section 138.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__60059182_b896_4ec0_9b0b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1aa1f324_41d0_40aa_8d34_1ee][bookmark: _PAR__15_0249e5a3_a224_47b3_9a21_56ed1c0][bookmark: _LINE__30_13a084ac_5f20_4be8_a6e5_93473d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__611e2751_fa51_4789_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__589c369a_6a75_4b2b_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__671ebbc5_33da_4c07_b01][bookmark: _LINE__31_22d65109_b9fb_4501_95ae_bc14e0][bookmark: _LINE__32_3ac9e916_f68d_4900_b571_0c5012][bookmark: _LINE__33_0c9a164b_dd2d_42d7_ac04_928a0c][bookmark: _LINE__34_6a741367_5d8d_402c_9342_1a0035][bookmark: _LINE__35_bad9a338_9797_4e03_9acb_4d707d][bookmark: _LINE__36_b2949755_56c2_46a9_8cd3_2df7bc]4.  Uses of fund.  Money from the fund may be used only to fund oversight of mining activity as provided in the mining rules adopted by the Department of Environmental Protection under the Maine Metallic Mineral Mining Act, and expenses for site oversight.  Expenses for site oversight include, but are not limited to, expenses of the department or the department's agents or contractors related to site oversight, including costs of personnel and administrative costs and expenses necessary to administer, review and monitor corrective action.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__981df916_29ea_437f_b8e5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a6c701ea_2851_475c_829b_c0b][bookmark: _PAR__16_adc16217_f7ec_4cfa_a9b4_f69f76d][bookmark: _LINE__37_ecff7600_b231_4c67_ad57_1382b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__74b5d975_832c_4c70_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__92ec05e4_6522_4d67_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__af195586_dc12_4dd3_8c4][bookmark: _LINE__38_703087da_2f5c_4928_8ecf_0bc71f]5.  Uses for fund.  Beginning in 2025, the Governor shall propose uses for the fund, consistent with section 2853, as part of the biennial budget.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d09b06d4_317e_4056_b449_e434d3][bookmark: _PAGE__4_0e5bb2dd_2200_4f03_ace1_a721766][bookmark: _PAR__1_cf2f77d9_f116_49e9_861c_4ccb7c90][bookmark: _LINE__1_3ed6d7c7_4904_430c_8440_ce1a56f]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_eec8c2c2_6d24_400f_8e9c_0c3760a9][bookmark: _LINE__2_8a2cd06c_6b51_4fb3_bfba_c332e48][bookmark: _LINE__3_2a563321_f97a_485b_9842_7807d6b][bookmark: _LINE__4_27fa04ab_c597_4dd6_a6f2_185415e][bookmark: _LINE__5_bb8b86fb_5d33_4a6b_992f_f237058]This bill makes changes to the mining excise tax as recommended by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services, Office of Tax Policy, as required by Resolve 2023, chapter 83, section 1 including providing a sales tax exemption for sales to a mining company for use in mining.  The bill also:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e96751d9_1b21_43ee_8087_04faa1ff][bookmark: _LINE__6_8a409e4a_467a_4818_a20b_3e49ad5][bookmark: _LINE__7_cda82bef_4915_4175_ae71_0a6c418][bookmark: _LINE__8_2d45debd_a31c_446d_8ab5_9afb6d6]1. Simplifies the excise tax imposed on a mining company by establishing a formula of the gross proceeds of that mining company multiplied by 0.35 and eliminating credits for payment of certain property taxes and prepayment of taxes; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b25206a5_e6b9_4a4f_90fa_67a736bc][bookmark: _LINE__9_415789d5_84d9_4b99_9573_c263eee][bookmark: _LINE__10_8110d8f5_0749_44b9_b89f_e49982][bookmark: _LINE__11_9b9a07f2_10ea_42d8_8678_b79994][bookmark: _LINE__12_6452dbfb_cb30_442c_899d_31a578]2. Renames the Mining Oversight Fund the Mining Excise Tax Fund and simplifies the distribution of excise tax revenues by requiring all revenue to be deposited in the Mining Excise Tax Fund, instead of being split between the General Fund, the Mining Excise Tax Trust Fund and the Mining Impact Assistance Fund;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_582f0f79_7afa_4851_826e_9cb63493][bookmark: _LINE__13_acd45a11_98b9_4e48_b88e_2073b8][bookmark: _LINE__14_29e3f741_f751_46b8_8b70_1d49bc][bookmark: _LINE__15_3b6e465c_3d86_4c65_89b5_9cc988][bookmark: _LINE__16_9c743101_ba88_4c32_894e_94bbd7]3. Eliminates the Mining Impact Assistance Fund, which is used to provide grants to municipalities, counties and the unorganized territory to offset the loss of property tax revenue and to provide necessary new or additional public facilities and services related to mining; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_8c07f130_67b6_415e_9b03_657691b1][bookmark: _LINE__17_6d2bd296_0238_485b_8144_323e0d][bookmark: _LINE__18_cff55dc7_c536_4157_ad4c_bc8e62]4.  Requires the Governor to propose uses for the Mining Excise Tax Fund as part of the biennial budget.
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