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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__eef72789_3485_48a2_be6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__7b6d2621_b6c3_4035_992d_c663b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__c7e94b07_c866_4083_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_33179778_261f_4a3c_9b10_12a5217][bookmark: _PAR__1_16e47824_b01a_4d39_8d5c_f619045f][bookmark: _LINE__1_e09f2640_4340_4cbb_9b33_3433c44]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__49cf5959_6ad5][bookmark: _PAR__2_8d3318d5_4302_4d47_a45e_a351253c][bookmark: _LINE__3_6033c6d8_9eca_4dff_bd5d_f0ce8c1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__59e2021a_e1ff_4553][bookmark: _LINE__4_9ebd9afd_c792_49b5_afd2_f8fbe93][bookmark: _LINE__5_2c63e05d_bbd0_4e33_b171_f313610][bookmark: _LINE__6_4f2cf473_d465_420b_8d15_34e325e][bookmark: _LINE__7_8a1798e7_b6af_4851_85c2_c81cc64][bookmark: _LINE__8_ae0c2006_3236_427c_8fae_c93c011][bookmark: _LINE__9_8b18dbb1_c16c_45df_b2dd_4f4dac3]Sec. 6. Public Utilities Commission inquiry; district geothermal systems. The Public Utilities Commission shall conduct an inquiry focused on the regulatory treatment of geothermal heat districts and alternative thermal technologies. By November 6, 2024, the commission shall submit a report on the results of the inquiry, including findings, recommendations and suggested legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters. The committee may report out a bill to the 132nd Legislature in 2025.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e2107750_1990][bookmark: _PAR__3_25938d62_8bb2_4174_bcdd_efd83cba][bookmark: _LINE__10_dd94ffc3_ac4e_4f71_84aa_95c553][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d43e4c0c_027b_41c2][bookmark: _LINE__11_ad552eff_3ae4_4f9d_adae_a36af9][bookmark: _LINE__12_a8301dc8_1450_4e60_9c89_f79d95][bookmark: _LINE__13_71293ee9_9c93_4d3b_8b09_830ec4]Sec. 7. Public Utilities Commission inquiry; costs associated with gas system expansion. The Public Utilities Commission shall conduct an inquiry focused on customer costs associated with gas system expansion and implications for gas use in the State. In conducting the inquiry, the commission shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_27373762_9e9a_43e5_b119_6c152179][bookmark: _LINE__14_fed2d5a7_a7ba_4ad6_ae4e_bf6e77][bookmark: _LINE__15_417091eb_9db5_43ba_82f3_3f6905][bookmark: _LINE__16_bf60658a_7c8c_4365_9615_149446]1. Request for information. Issue a request for information to appropriate stakeholders and consider relevant information and documents submitted in response to the request for information;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_63fa4cfe_0365_4cc2_8339_b9efb337][bookmark: _LINE__17_a94e876d_29f8_4a77_9eb6_2b8c55][bookmark: _LINE__18_f85346f3_7f48_4dc8_b164_f0afb0][bookmark: _LINE__19_b70dd12f_4036_4185_9c2f_215bd2][bookmark: _LINE__20_870e1579_60d8_4872_8abd_d152d9][bookmark: _LINE__21_aab36e5b_51ea_4c71_8f16_e78650][bookmark: _LINE__22_84676c89_c610_4d0c_ad21_36d5e6]2. Projected impacts. Consider the projected impacts on gas consumption in the State over the next 10, 20 and 30 years from factors related to climate change, including but not limited to the mandatory greenhouse gas emissions reduction levels in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 576-A, and policies, including energy efficiency, beneficial electrification and weatherization policies. As part of its consideration under this subsection, the commission shall review:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_81a2e183_eca6_4028_8ebc_814754dc][bookmark: _LINE__23_a54cd38e_a64f_483d_a93e_b6c12b][bookmark: _LINE__24_6a2c30c6_54fd_4791_a2c0_9b0eb9][bookmark: _LINE__25_dfdb5e77_24c7_42b4_8927_ea177e]A. How the State's gas utilities are considering and preparing for potential reductions in the number of gas utility customers and declines in overall usage attributable to factors related to climate change and how the gas utilities should be preparing;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_22b3c9e1_beee_4f4c_97c3_a54514de][bookmark: _LINE__26_9e6bd8a0_a5af_4818_abba_0ce2b0][bookmark: _LINE__27_97cce8ff_0039_4135_a2ae_382e7d][bookmark: _LINE__28_d9b93d49_cb20_4eaa_865d_ea2a9f]B. The projected impacts of declining gas consumption levels on distribution service rates paid by gas utility customers, especially low-income customers and customers with high energy burdens; 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_192ec4c4_3c5b_4d15_9e89_38a1fd5d][bookmark: _LINE__29_6140564d_7011_408d_afd4_b99067][bookmark: _LINE__30_d5b3adad_14d6_4827_a011_dbadb5][bookmark: _LINE__31_b065370c_5678_45ab_a5d7_7849be]C. The projected impacts of increasing distribution service rates on gas utilities' customer base, especially low-income customers and customers with high energy burdens; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2eb07a8d_f2da_4cd5_b7ce_e0ccd8fa][bookmark: _LINE__32_4de5426e_61a2_4961_9919_75ed85][bookmark: _LINE__33_236bcce9_53a3_41e9_830f_a42f47]D. The projected demographic composition of gas utilities' diminishing customer base over the next 10, 20 and 30 years;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_aeea44dc_8911_4c92_bd79_aa37f28][bookmark: _LINE__34_db96a877_a530_43a9_aabb_0d2c3f][bookmark: _LINE__35_f5f4535a_c324_4e14_b7ba_6436d1][bookmark: _LINE__36_7a3c70fd_1bde_4150_81f4_0075c5]3. Potential rate and regulatory reforms. Consider potential rate and regulatory reforms to protect gas utility customers from risk associated with continued gas system expansion, particularly stranded gas system investments, including but not limited to:
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_42fc5f33_afdc_4086_a9ea_ebb6a3b][bookmark: _LINE__39_e9ae8470_b8e5_4cf2_8b03_6ca9f9][bookmark: _LINE__40_a7c4a98b_c7b7_4bfb_a2d1_2b4601]B. Criteria by which the commission ought to balance the risk of stranded asset costs for gas investments between gas utility shareholders and gas utility customers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__13_f4922ccb_c0cd_4864_a904_f2af5fe][bookmark: _LINE__41_8f18bd34_4e4c_42c6_b724_297c51][bookmark: _LINE__42_18e698c8_f457_4f4e_8d29_2ade3f]4. Draft report. Publish a draft report related to the inquiry and accept and consider public comments.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_e3544e82_d8ce_429a_8915_a0420bf][bookmark: _PAR__1_ad6fe744_68a9_451f_877a_621634ad][bookmark: _LINE__1_891c38e4_298e_4540_a5af_d42a677][bookmark: _LINE__2_bf1bcc4f_cf9b_40ca_9b1a_7248b8a][bookmark: _LINE__3_e2174c91_128c_425a_9a16_3b82c15][bookmark: _LINE__4_e8b08160_a654_4408_8e51_f19ddd4][bookmark: _LINE__5_1db474ef_3882_41ac_a681_3ac39f8][bookmark: _LINE__6_8b07d02d_ee43_4e4e_b3ef_b968643][bookmark: _LINE__7_c18caf24_165d_4fc0_9918_4724a34]By November 6, 2024, the commission shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters. The report must set forth the commission's findings with respect to the costs of gas system expansion and risks to gas utility customers and recommendations with respect to rate and regulatory reforms to protect gas utility customers from risks associated with continued gas system expansion. The committee may report out a bill based on this report to the 132nd Legislature in 2025.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__7f739977_2f1f][bookmark: _PAR__2_6c2b2f4e_ca5d_413d_9117_1b460894][bookmark: _LINE__8_b7728567_40e2_4659_a6da_228eb8e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__85829000_cf4a_4714][bookmark: _LINE__9_1b92b6c5_ef1b_4a9f_8cad_a6c98ea][bookmark: _LINE__10_eec98638_f032_46bb_b329_1e0ee9][bookmark: _LINE__11_9a20bf04_9c22_4b60_b899_194207][bookmark: _LINE__12_51cd2fec_37a2_4f1b_946e_c886f5]Sec. 8. Report on indoor air quality and health impacts of fossil fuel combustion and leakage. The Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, in collaboration with the Public Utilities Commission, the Efficiency Maine Trust, the Office of the Public Advocate and the Department of Environmental Protection, shall study:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ba9deae8_5abe_4304_a58a_0d4aff45][bookmark: _LINE__13_713d7cb9_a31a_4102_b0de_7c5cc7][bookmark: _LINE__14_c99504c1_aa02_407d_ac1d_f0d31f]1. Levels. The levels of indoor air pollution generated by indoor fossil fuel combustion and leakage from indoor fossil fuel appliances in the State;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7da497f0_c743_485a_b726_5ca735d0][bookmark: _LINE__15_44059eaa_219f_4f64_b3f7_df0061][bookmark: _LINE__16_5ecc815e_ee12_43e5_b417_00484e]2. Health effects. The health effects from indoor air pollution generated by indoor fossil fuel combustion and leakage from indoor fossil fuel appliances in the State;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_bb917ce6_77d1_4a71_8627_5f4f14da][bookmark: _LINE__17_9a2e3a45_0eba_4faf_8084_d0636c][bookmark: _LINE__18_1a493542_ff5e_4930_a9d7_e18c53][bookmark: _LINE__19_d5af688a_3b87_4a9e_bb12_5b9ca6][bookmark: _LINE__20_74760bc7_0b58_432d_a4cc_f6296d]3. Types of indoor air pollution. The types of indoor air pollution associated with indoor fossil fuel combustion and leakage from indoor fossil fuel appliances, including carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, particulate pollution, methane, benzene or other air pollutants that may be toxic;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2d050a88_6f02_4e90_a456_bbc94018][bookmark: _LINE__21_f5c7dec1_3fd7_4d14_952b_ef6d67][bookmark: _LINE__22_bd4ac7f6_d8ff_4ced_ae0a_f0f107]4. Methane gas leakage. The total greenhouse gas emissions associated with methane gas leakage from indoor fossil fuel appliances in the State; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c2e6309e_4dde_4d10_b798_ae2a4902][bookmark: _LINE__23_7653fb35_a1be_4aac_bf41_40a35b][bookmark: _LINE__24_2883d0a0_c622_4d82_9cab_41d0b3][bookmark: _LINE__25_d44b8235_9e7d_4225_a74c_fd3052]5. Recommendations. Prior recommendations to reduce indoor air pollution, reduce negative health effects and reduce greenhouse gas emissions generated by indoor fossil fuel appliances.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_910fdbd1_1688_47f5_af18_fc67cd35][bookmark: _LINE__26_4d6c0b9e_9671_4d2a_ad30_67b048][bookmark: _LINE__27_859c9b37_8a96_4fc0_ae07_eb16b8][bookmark: _LINE__28_d5351695_5158_4984_a97a_64029b]For the purposes of this section, "indoor fossil fuel appliances" includes, but is not limited to, stoves, furnaces, boilers and hot water heaters fueled by natural gas, propane, heating oil or other fuels derived from petroleum.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_92a02683_8198_4573_9ce1_e560cf82][bookmark: _LINE__29_6078d698_5093_4cd9_952c_72c9cf][bookmark: _LINE__30_4c076eb7_e222_4d78_af11_6d498d][bookmark: _LINE__31_96655d99_a6ec_4eaa_b0ec_d432a8][bookmark: _LINE__32_5468f477_5864_488e_ace7_78ee1c][bookmark: _LINE__33_14cf2c5d_4b17_4c5e_b29b_35b5cf][bookmark: _LINE__34_000478ff_1961_4719_ab4a_dc77c7][bookmark: _LINE__35_0b4f9e0f_2bbb_4e53_abe7_ae8683]By November 6, 2024, the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters, the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over the environment and natural resources matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters based on the study under this section. The committees may each report out a bill based on the report to the 132nd Legislature in 2025. 
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__b35ad18b_5e4c_4895_bca0_913763][bookmark: _PAR__10_720e6f9e_7b3b_489a_9c8c_6fc4272][bookmark: _LINE__36_d4d6039c_2092_4061_a186_a734a8]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b40f4218_1a50_41bb_b4a6_1a1a4a6][bookmark: _LINE__37_1318c658_72b7_4bfe_b3ea_e426b6][bookmark: _LINE__38_8c93572b_c067_4c5f_b731_c43478][bookmark: _LINE__39_e1754577_0782_4109_af0f_10f829][bookmark: _LINE__40_5d952959_dbfa_4fb1_b8c3_7c1d34][bookmark: _LINE__41_0fc5c821_95ce_4acf_bb6b_b2f4d7][bookmark: _LINE__42_1f1631a0_7a71_4030_a815_b652ed][bookmark: _LINE__43_f88cc517_74bf_4f5a_bafe_c1ba4b]This bill provides that, beginning February 1, 2025, any charge for costs associated with new gas service mains and gas service lines for residential and commercial gas service is unreasonable for inclusion in rates and prohibited.  It provides that, beginning January 1, 2025, the Public Utilities Commission may not approve a gas utility to furnish service or serve customers in a municipality that is outside of the utility's service area on June 30, 2024.  Beginning January 1, 2025, it prohibits a gas utility from offering or providing a promotional allowance to customers or potential customers.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_a6882ce7_515e_4526_a6f8_a8f5f0e][bookmark: _PAR__1_80e0ca8b_0f75_4535_88f9_bbaa0960][bookmark: _LINE__1_b64a893e_b943_400f_85c3_21d65e8][bookmark: _LINE__2_87a20c77_541e_4059_bc32_581a37f][bookmark: _LINE__3_da25c22d_5c0c_4cc3_bc9d_be696aa][bookmark: _LINE__4_539b3482_c485_4b43_861b_7d50bff][bookmark: _LINE__5_5ab15308_4f65_45b3_afb0_d7c9b93][bookmark: _LINE__6_9506b877_3bef_403a_9669_803bb12][bookmark: _LINE__7_94290150_542a_43d6_b56a_5ad50eb]The bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to conduct inquiries related to district geothermal systems and costs associated with gas system expansion and to submit related reports to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters.  The bill also requires the Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, in collaboration with other state entities, to submit a report on indoor air quality and health impacts of fossil fuel combustion and leakage to several joint standing committees of the Legislature.
LR2893, item 1 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
