132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Maine Abandoned and Discontinued Roads Commission
L.D. 
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Maine Abandoned and Discontinued Roads Commission
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__31b43508_1458_4e9c_b651][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b701bc7a_0f4f_4102_9ac1_a02e][bookmark: _PAR__6_4a647bb0_c1fe_4829_ab75_2f5dfee1][bookmark: _LINE__8_237cb065_7387_48d4_ba87_1293d0a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8244d747_9726_4dd8_83a][bookmark: _LINE__9_e3ff85a6_362b_4b4d_8642_594c350][bookmark: _LINE__10_d416a33e_ee8a_4805_a83d_60fc96][bookmark: _LINE__11_1db6d760_9091_4cdd_a0ab_101e87][bookmark: _LINE__12_85c1d1b2_f98b_48c2_9fca_37b223][bookmark: _LINE__13_552b10ac_e46f_4de7_90e0_35cf21]B.  "Repairs and maintenance" includes, but is not limited to, snowplowing, snow removal, sanding and ice control; grading and adding gravel and surface material; installing reclaimed asphalt or grinding existing pavement for reuse; installing, cleaning and replacing culverts; creating and maintaining ditches, drains and other storm water management infrastructure; creating and maintaining sight distances on curves and at intersections; and cutting brush, trees and vegetation in the right-of-way.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c84f283e_ec4c_475a_961f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2cf095ad_ff14_4257_92cc_81a2][bookmark: _PAR__9_13bc52cc_e932_438b_931b_6e96b145][bookmark: _LINE__24_33a4d494_6b19_40fc_b551_133e1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__61448bed_b2f0_4e74_9d7]B.  Public access or public use of the public easement.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cd2b5f49_9155_49cd_afa5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__aa7cdeb8_f663_476d_b978_01a][bookmark: _PAR__3_c613571b_e88a_4873_91fc_14b457b9][bookmark: _LINE__7_a3aaf8f5_fe15_4bd4_944c_ad1bc65][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__235469d3_4609_447d_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__885d7a78_d49a_4d86_a36][bookmark: _LINE__8_4d0895db_9340_4553_b6ec_61e4525][bookmark: _LINE__9_838a2ad4_94dc_436f_9090_41374f6][bookmark: _LINE__10_fbdd33ee_c473_4b9e_895a_67e2c1][bookmark: _LINE__11_9ee56eb9_9309_440b_bf66_938487][bookmark: _LINE__12_ac3ae584_e418_4854_8cf7_9cfbe5][bookmark: _LINE__13_d52d981a_0d3b_4088_8fb5_cff42b][bookmark: _LINE__14_b55acd1d_b09b_4eed_a87c_463a8e][bookmark: _LINE__15_cb25f61a_a817_4c59_b664_d382c1][bookmark: _LINE__16_faa8fdce_14a9_4a40_aa7e_6f32c7]2.  Required signage.  A town or village corporation that votes to provide a minimum level of year-round repairs and maintenance of a public easement pursuant to subsection 1 shall, at each intersection of such public easement with a public way or private road, install and maintain a sign reasonably visible to drivers at the entrance to the public easement that reads: "Minimum Maintenance Road - Travel at Your Own Risk."  The sign required under this subsection must conform to the requirements of the most recent Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways published by the United States Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, including, but not limited to, the requirement that the sign be a minimum 24-inch-by-24-inch diamond shape with black lettering at least 3 inches high on a yellow retroreflective background.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f8bce2db_4eb5_4a50_8872][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ad698df3_3818_447c_8f09_432][bookmark: _PAR__4_799cf414_260c_4d16_984a_a18fb24c][bookmark: _LINE__17_0e696cd7_96be_4ce4_9b1d_f8b26b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7f9bda3f_344c_4103_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fa6d596b_84b4_4d6c_9cb][bookmark: _LINE__18_fa6146c1_29ea_4920_9759_803fb0][bookmark: _LINE__19_3be50f8d_f6b4_4a23_a133_361ab2][bookmark: _LINE__20_2984f6e8_0cb5_47b0_acd4_98c82e]3.  Liability.  A town or village corporation that votes to provide a minimum level of year-round repairs and maintenance of a public easement pursuant to subsection 1 is immune from liability relating to that repairs and maintenance under the Maine Tort Claims Act and under Title 23, chapter 313.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8b0f71e7_728c_4fdc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__776fe76b_fc4d_44e9_8ede_8][bookmark: _PAR__5_8b24bedf_341a_458c_ae45_c5926951][bookmark: _LINE__21_4d32a213_3d74_4414_aada_dc264a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b4e28116_1a15_454c][bookmark: _LINE__22_2fcf3d98_b5fc_4dc2_b6c2_d6c03e]Sec. 3.  29-A MRSA §2395, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2017, c. 25, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cc5f476c_590b_438f_af35][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b352af10_34e6_4481_85e5_c18][bookmark: _PAR__6_e3b16f01_f8bf_44d7_94b2_bff9993f][bookmark: _LINE__23_f1202c02_a054_41d0_a85c_29f637][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9d6cc08b_6ceb_4733_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3b99a20b_e7e8_4196_80d][bookmark: _LINE__24_c41f5c14_e8ed_46e4_b5d4_f58c71][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c83b64be_278f_4b5e_84][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5857e90c_a291_4a42_b53][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__447d2355_f5f2_4ddc_9f][bookmark: _LINE__25_2cc725fc_60dc_4274_8ff4_989e37][bookmark: _LINE__26_7b4999f2_9398_4dc8_aca9_7cc9df][bookmark: _LINE__27_a4ead27d_54cf_47b5_b10a_c508c5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d9d69af6_986c_43e3_a42][bookmark: _LINE__28_a2c4596d_5697_4d39_b75a_54b8bd][bookmark: _LINE__29_2fe6854d_7b1c_42ce_86f6_8c95cc][bookmark: _LINE__30_9b0f846c_6f13_4271_bc64_94a459][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b907995c_1add_4501_9e][bookmark: _LINE__31_9cb2ede0_1e34_455b_8db7_a28b61][bookmark: _LINE__32_2f3354f5_38dd_432d_b38e_fe71cd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__62e29952_b4c8_45bc_a5][bookmark: _LINE__33_9f42024b_f6da_4bc7_aba3_124bdf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1b2887c3_65d4_40f8_82][bookmark: _LINE__34_3870e41e_e84a_4db5_9a0e_de7f9e][bookmark: _LINE__35_307bcef0_0d4e_4d37_a72e_a6d069]4.  Designation by counties and municipalities.  County commissioners and municipal officers may designate public ways, other than those in subsection 3, and public easements, regardless of whether the county or municipality maintains or repairs the public easement, and impose restrictions within their respective jurisdictions similar to those made by the Department of Transportation under subsection 3.  Any vehicle delivering home heating fuel or organic animal bedding material and operating in accordance with a permit issued by the Department of Transportation pursuant to this section may travel over any county or town way or public easement without a specific municipal or county permit.  A municipality may impose additional restrictions for a vehicle delivering home heating fuel or organic animal bedding material to operate on public ways and public easements within that municipality but may not require a permit to operate according to those restrictions.  As used in this subsection, "public easement" has the same meaning as in Title 23, section 3021, subsection 2 and as described in Title 23, section 3022.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__7200f484_d8a9_42b1_9732][bookmark: _PAR__7_25260a83_a642_4582_85b8_57ad2c03][bookmark: _LINE__36_c3666111_e6e7_4819_b31f_e750a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f69f1d2b_266d_4060][bookmark: _LINE__37_2470d8b0_69b4_4c81_aefa_9ff9b7]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1d97c7e2_dd98_4405_9d92_95e063d5][bookmark: _LINE__38_12a3b5dc_197a_47c7_b01c_70b77e]ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_1adf6799_8dfe_41e9_919a_5637bca3][bookmark: _LINE__39_7b551a94_cdf8_401b_ad76_a5db9d]Road Commission Fund Z353
[bookmark: _PAR__10_429a528d_e768_4df1_b124_392958f][bookmark: _LINE__40_7f063988_8ae6_433d_af17_2fafb2][bookmark: _LINE__41_1d9a9298_af0b_452e_82cc_83901c][bookmark: _LINE__42_05a94de2_22e5_4a98_a19c_5a6422]Initiative: Provides ongoing appropriations of $6,500 to the Road Commission Fund program to provide expense reimbursement for members and to support the work of the Maine Abandoned and Discontinued Roads Commission.
	[bookmark: _PAR__11_4fd0d7fd_226f_4499_99f3_76bb54f][bookmark: _LINE__43_f318149c_02d2_4b79_ba74_43ef1a]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_c8c8b31b_66c0_4c24_ad49_ee105b]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_57e049cd_8f61_4678_b7aa_c0b703]2026-27

	[bookmark: _PAGE__4_a24b661f_e42c_4b51_a9b5_002b8d2][bookmark: _PAR__1_e63b2349_1229_4369_8f51_c04e36ef][bookmark: _LINE__1_dbb7a7a3_7470_45e7_b707_c28487e]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_9fdf5f60_335d_461e_b30d_e01c36e]$6,500
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_4c3cc718_833a_4084_a064_3129f93]$6,500

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_78e0e400_ccd5_4466_913b_69e3b29] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_a4f7e66b_8f5b_4439_b466_f53d114]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_ccd0d0d0_d5b7_41c1_a208_a446032]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_dd7dc967_6e2b_4aba_8907_b730664]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_94669862_ef65_4dce_a21d_d3bf9e2]$6,500
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_54125372_3435_4e32_a3bf_c80f053]$6,500


[bookmark: _SUMMARY__c9413e7c_1ad7_409c_9889_7027b0][bookmark: _PAR__2_db1ac5e8_8d16_410b_8a3a_8b98ef10][bookmark: _LINE__4_63dd5c0f_00cd_4c63_84fb_8f2d605]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9caead83_979f_4d91_8353_469c92ed][bookmark: _LINE__5_35d9a45e_e4b3_4885_8f8f_b914103][bookmark: _LINE__6_48d2d9ee_8ca0_4732_9c3f_ec08d8f][bookmark: _LINE__7_0bb76b6a_6acb_4f07_8301_958bcc0][bookmark: _LINE__8_1842f80d_8edf_4b7a_a5f8_105b7e3]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 3036, subsection 11 and implements the recommendations of the Maine Abandoned and Discontinued Roads Commission included in its annual report dated February 3, 2025. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_6d9b52ea_7440_4cd5_a01a_937e4f1f][bookmark: _LINE__9_7ab7c441_90f3_4c39_9d0d_2984dbb][bookmark: _LINE__10_b2b8e03b_dd9a_4d12_877d_36702f][bookmark: _LINE__11_7e413563_df53_4894_85c6_d1c76a][bookmark: _LINE__12_ea7e923c_6a46_4fb4_a696_d62659][bookmark: _LINE__13_2882d9e5_8ebb_42f9_8cf3_fbc446][bookmark: _LINE__14_61a2d7e5_d94d_4d4a_8f48_5f521d][bookmark: _LINE__15_e83c127b_8b6e_4911_83f2_c64fba][bookmark: _LINE__16_c14376e0_0732_41e0_8157_09d464][bookmark: _LINE__17_aff09cff_fe09_4fac_9087_4badf7][bookmark: _LINE__18_e0e2c6ab_5499_4b24_ae9b_14e7c3][bookmark: _LINE__19_68d351df_34bd_4e1a_9a85_fa99f5][bookmark: _LINE__20_79109507_81a9_47fd_ba71_b4baed][bookmark: _LINE__21_84cf8b2f_98ed_4b4c_b8af_5c1a16]The bill limits liability for repairs and maintenance of a public easement of an owner, lessee or occupant of property abutting a public easement.  It also amends current law to provide municipalities and village corporations, through a vote of approval by their legislative bodies, the option to determine if they will be responsible to maintain and repair public easements or portions of public easements to a minimum level of maintenance until the legislative body votes to discontinue providing year-round repairs and maintenance.  It provides that county commissioners and municipal officers may designate public ways and public easements regardless of whether the municipality maintains or repairs the public easements and impose restrictions within their respective jurisdictions similar to those made by the Department of Transportation.  It also provides an ongoing annual appropriation of $6,500 to the Road Commission Fund program to provide expense reimbursement for members and to support the work of the Maine Abandoned and Discontinued Roads Commission.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__3f053866_f493_4d5][bookmark: _PAR__5_d6d02ace_f905_47b3_bedd_9218d509][bookmark: _LINE__22_0ff34c51_abbe_4da1_9bb7_340bb1]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4712d76a_a5ae_4ee6_b594_63ebe390][bookmark: _LINE__23_09dbfa52_75be_46ea_b0e3_86394f](See attached)
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