132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Legislative Reimbursement
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Legislative Reimbursement
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__330f9d4e_a7ae_480e_97f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1a2e4488_4489_4dde_bc6c_ad01][bookmark: _PAR__3_ea3895aa_7b11_40e9_9cfc_c4cb8d05][bookmark: _LINE__4_bb31b8d8_03c8_433b_ae24_ae2979a][bookmark: _LINE__5_bf8d707e_1bba_42fa_ad92_72d732a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b7be6fcd_bd1d_45fd_82][bookmark: _LINE__6_08562bda_259d_4997_9eeb_66033a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__381edd6a_44e2_40c1_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__10e169b0_05d2_4a8d_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e813f066_0c47_4cc3_a0][bookmark: _LINE__7_1f2140d0_08db_492d_a4c5_87219d9][bookmark: _LINE__8_6c799278_613b_425f_990e_2adf511][bookmark: _LINE__9_f8ebdebb_731a_4ca9_903a_9378567][bookmark: _LINE__10_295131a6_a87f_4538_9722_4504de][bookmark: _LINE__11_b5ddb885_bc91_4f06_ac8d_6fc9d8][bookmark: _LINE__12_72744ab3_dfb1_4aba_862f_a9fd94][bookmark: _LINE__13_df222704_378d_4256_a2ef_319e40][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__76a43789_e38a_4ea1_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__325750d7_619d_458e_ab][bookmark: _LINE__14_cbc15f8c_ec23_463e_8547_d7140f][bookmark: _LINE__15_e9e6c217_9815_4030_baa9_01718e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ac5ef4a7_1002_4eb5_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e5338843_664d_4e6d_bb][bookmark: _LINE__16_8ea778de_6563_452c_b03c_e49b20][bookmark: _LINE__17_340bc636_fe1e_4b4d_bcd7_581083][bookmark: _LINE__18_7a3754c7_3e64_4b87_a28f_caf4f0][bookmark: _LINE__19_4671a508_4df0_4d9e_b74e_e62408][bookmark: _LINE__20_367226ab_5cfe_47cd_b9c9_78784d][bookmark: _LINE__21_ab30ecc7_e47a_4188_b86b_caea9c][bookmark: _LINE__22_fc25bbc8_1876_4a62_a794_40abb4][bookmark: _LINE__23_18a6a83a_cf63_444b_8898_e957cd][bookmark: _LINE__24_322fcead_5e75_4a45_b98c_c05b52][bookmark: _LINE__25_10aa7853_795e_4da2_81ae_5d4801][bookmark: _LINE__26_d486a897_f545_4604_82b8_9275fb][bookmark: _LINE__27_df760379_b43d_459a_88ef_50f55d][bookmark: _LINE__28_107b034d_14dc_4af9_bc47_50abd8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c088a2cc_5416_4841_b4][bookmark: _LINE__29_5bc0552e_3f98_4777_90a5_41e465][bookmark: _LINE__30_0a463d3a_e274_4c69_a6a2_27d5e3][bookmark: _LINE__31_d8542d4b_ac68_4208_9dde_509321][bookmark: _LINE__32_601c4dbf_84e3_4fef_8f38_f64051][bookmark: _LINE__33_e55f25d5_93b3_4c5c_af83_26e8c8]Except as provided in this section, each member of the Senate and House of Representatives is entitled to the travel-related expenses of a meal allowance in the amount of $50 set by the Legislative Council and a housing allowance in the amount of $70 set by the Legislative Council for each day in attendance at sessions of the Legislature and for each day the member occupies overnight accommodations away from home either immediately preceding or immediately following attendance at daily sessions of the Legislature.  The presiding officers may establish reasonable policies regarding allowances for meals and overnight accommodations for the day immediately preceding the session, which may include policies regarding whether an allowance is paid, whether the full amount or a portion of the statutory allowance set by the Legislative Council is paid and whether receipts are required.  In lieu of the meal and housing allowance, each member is entitled to a daily meal allowance in the amount of $50 set by the Legislative Council and actual daily mileage.  Each member of the Senate also receives an annual allowance for constituent services in the amount of $2,000, $1,300 in January and $700 in the month following adjournment of the regular session.  Each member of the House of Representatives also receives an annual allowance for constituent services in the amount of $1,500, $1,005 in January and $495 in the month following adjournment of the regular session.  Notwithstanding this section, during the first regular session of each legislative biennium, a member of the Senate or the House of Representatives may elect to receive the first payment of the annual allowance for constituent services in December following convening of the Legislature by notifying the Executive Director of the Legislative Council in the manner prescribed by the executive director.  The Executive Director of the Legislative Council shall inform Legislators of the choice available for payment of the allowance for constituent services in the first year of the legislative biennium and of any tax implications associated with exercising that choice.  To set the amount of an allowance under this paragraph, at least 6 members of the Legislative Council must vote in favor of the allowance at the beginning of the first regular session of a legislative biennium.  The amount of an allowance set by the Legislative Council under this paragraph may not exceed the regular federal per diem rate for lodging, meals and incidental expenses applicable to that allowance.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3aaf4966_53af_4095_b2a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3c710163_7799_4d3d_a2f7_5b7a][bookmark: _PAR__5_47b56484_0d71_45d9_91f0_47694091][bookmark: _LINE__36_6371edb9_7a61_46dc_afe1_5c9d99][bookmark: _LINE__37_920ab398_492c_47e6_8616_db8f1c][bookmark: _LINE__38_a0cddda1_7df1_4209_bbae_7e9f9e][bookmark: _LINE__39_346490ac_7796_4a1c_b879_9cddde][bookmark: _LINE__40_a75ac464_ae75_48d5_ac3d_c37966][bookmark: _LINE__41_df48554c_3753_4f64_82db_6b9563][bookmark: _LINE__42_b3ca6554_b438_4d70_9ddb_d56f19][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6848ec57_80b6_4b36_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cab1a2ce_dc0e_46b3_b6][bookmark: _LINE__43_b47cf74f_7d8e_4867_8641_891e42][bookmark: _LINE__44_cd33e1e1_c0a1_4af5_8d89_0ea6ba][bookmark: _LINE__45_5aa825d5_891d_4272_a4be_b3f5a4][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__409aa661_9e55_4580_9e45_770][bookmark: _PAGE__2_50d9a6ef_14ca_4f0b_bb6e_dd3ba0d][bookmark: _PAR__1_9225884a_def4_4abe_b575_19624356][bookmark: _LINE__1_3e4bef1e_8e61_4c94_b628_860cd75][bookmark: _LINE__2_83ed96b3_e9da_4751_bb46_bd2445c][bookmark: _LINE__3_37bfc89e_af52_4253_91ff_63f94be][bookmark: _LINE__4_a2bb5e85_954f_4923_84fe_318169a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__73ff1d72_f839_475d_81][bookmark: _LINE__5_d74d2832_8a94_464e_ada7_cdab8ae][bookmark: _LINE__6_b797283a_35ec_44b4_b290_996445e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1a19a14c_3df9_47e3_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7cd69fa2_63f2_4272_ba][bookmark: _LINE__7_0348b164_6fbc_445b_a793_5824478][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a6a3a6b3_1fd6_4596_89][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b3e69198_c677_4008_8c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__accabecd_f685_4c7c_88][bookmark: _LINE__8_1d9599cc_ad9c_4602_9426_43d135f][bookmark: _LINE__9_24cdcd8e_ba60_460a_a574_3c5333e][bookmark: _LINE__10_95e134ef_9e92_4f6c_ba17_3dec80][bookmark: _LINE__11_d1c8ddc4_9d84_4bef_82df_ade662][bookmark: _LINE__12_deeb815f_0911_4b9b_8dad_c960e8]The President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the floor leaders and their assistants and members of a committee, with the approval of the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House of Representatives as to members of a committee, may also meet on days when the Legislature is not in daily session at any convenient location within the State. Each member of the Senate and House of Representatives is entitled to receive $55 for every day's attendance when meetings or daily sessions are held and the travel-related expenses of a meal allowance in the amount of $50 set by the Legislative Council and a housing allowance whereby actual lodging expenses will be reimbursed at the single-room rate, as long as a receipt is submitted to the Executive Director of the Legislative Council for each day in attendance at such meetings or daily sessions and for each day that member occupies overnight accommodations away from home either immediately preceding or immediately following attendance at daily sessions of the Legislature and actual daily mileage allowances at the rate of 55¢ per mile or the federal standard mileage rate, whichever is lower, for travel from that Legislator's place of abode, the mileage to be determined by the most reasonable direct route. In lieu of the meal and housing allowance, each member shall be is entitled to a daily meal allowance in the amount of $50 set by the Legislative Council and actual daily mileage allowances.  To set the amount of an allowance under this paragraph, at least 6 members of the Legislative Council must vote in favor of the allowance at the beginning of the first regular session of a legislative biennium.  The amount of an allowance set by the Legislative Council under this paragraph may not exceed the regular federal per diem rate for lodging, meals and incidental expenses applicable to that allowance.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_3e1964cd_3467_4229_8ded_0490bb4a][bookmark: _LINE__23_443cf591_b651_48e4_bad9_01c875][bookmark: _LINE__24_def7f321_47c7_4964_b9d9_406ab7][bookmark: _LINE__25_73a57416_2183_463b_bee2_182284][bookmark: _LINE__26_63944543_9476_4cbe_8c44_6a5f18][bookmark: _LINE__27_f4d719c1_c2df_44e9_b519_5f7efb][bookmark: _LINE__28_5882d3bd_cea6_4d6c_b8a8_8ee3ab][bookmark: _LINE__29_d97a9d42_13cf_409a_8bf4_bb11b5][bookmark: _LINE__30_c41b6af4_eb6a_46d6_9ca1_7ea5d7][bookmark: _LINE__31_f52a55af_c7a7_4c92_802e_bd8bc9][bookmark: _LINE__32_6ee8e583_b79c_4d69_a341_926c4f]This bill amends the provisions of law governing legislative compensation.  The bill removes specific dollar amounts that Legislators may be reimbursed for meal allowances, travel-related expenses of a meal allowance and housing allowances and instead provides that the rate of these allowances must be set by the Legislative Council.  These changes apply to allowances for days the Legislature is in session and for days the Legislature is not in session.  The bill clarifies that to set the amount of the allowances, at least 6 members of the Legislative Council must vote in favor of the allowance at the beginning of the first regular session in a legislative biennium.  The amount of an allowance set by the Legislative Council may not exceed the regular federal per diem rate for lodging, meals and incidental expenses applicable to that allowance. 
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_d9e18050_3634_4829_8437_2fef02bc][bookmark: _LINE__36_b5f43c0b_4600_4272_89e3_916c32][bookmark: _LINE__37_701f6c3a_b94a_4ab4_8800_ebf59b][bookmark: _LINE__38_c336962d_bd9e_496e_a10e_7a1761][bookmark: _LINE__39_c4736d57_8d90_4d45_a58d_65ad6e][bookmark: _LINE__40_51bb0f1a_7007_4e43_9c1f_d0c43d][bookmark: _LINE__41_beb2833d_c2ff_49bb_82c6_b967af]The bill amends the provision governing the salary owed to a person who replaces a member of the Legislature who has died or otherwise vacated the office.  The bill provides that the successor is entitled to a salary from the date the successor is seated equal to the salary that would have been afforded to the successor had the successor been seated at the start of the biennium, except that the salary must be prorated from the date the successor is sworn into office.
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