132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Improve Access to Community Solar Programs in the State
L.D. 
An Act to Improve Access to Community Solar Programs in the State
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f0346536_673f_487c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3177fffe_08a9_481e_8536_6][bookmark: _PAR__2_b64f59e9_cc6d_4bc0_9ff6_76500906][bookmark: _LINE__12_6f789fd3_e7b1_400e_b074_8699ab][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9c63f611_8840_4428]Sec. 9.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§11 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__60090056_4630_4d56_a4fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8cb3ab72_014f_4c35_82e1_30c][bookmark: _PAR__3_588524d7_65ea_469d_8f54_4a55241c][bookmark: _LINE__13_c87ab33d_dfe2_4936_b3a0_9f415b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4188061d_d1cb_4298_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__02b52064_6986_4702_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__62b2d9b0_b438_42a1_a72][bookmark: _LINE__14_b8aa32a5_57f3_420f_a5be_fafb27][bookmark: _LINE__15_b9a35ede_0630_4707_ad7e_2d82a1][bookmark: _LINE__16_b701088d_9944_44b7_90b4_906445][bookmark: _LINE__17_bbfad098_2681_4caf_8318_ee0f0c]11.  Data access.  For a customer participating in net energy billing, a transmission and distribution utility shall provide the relevant project sponsor with the customer's usage and billing information, including net energy billing data needed to administer a customer's net energy billing arrangement, as long as the project sponsor has received the customer's authorization. 
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bfce12a3_585c_486a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dd814e12_8240_4c0d_8820_2][bookmark: _PAR__4_f60a469b_821f_485d_bdb3_c8934889][bookmark: _LINE__18_9e62b8b0_4c33_408d_845d_82049f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4883c04f_1c16_462c]Sec. 10.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§1, ¶C-1 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ce8f4094_bb70_460a_904e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e840b635_ced2_467b_b35a_1ad1][bookmark: _PAR__5_699fc739_7b7c_4dfa_bae4_39666551][bookmark: _LINE__19_314fc201_d3c2_4752_b841_432448][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__44c89ee7_c6b0_496f_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__757e9e33_4a8f_4a5a_916][bookmark: _LINE__20_ce7f940a_648d_471d_8932_4af759]C-1.  "Net crediting" has the same meaning as in section 3209-A, subsection 1, paragraph B-1.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4cf5a8b3_b283_4c6a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d96066ba_8cde_44fe_b255_e][bookmark: _PAR__6_f330307f_ee06_4c4a_8df6_9ebf410e][bookmark: _LINE__21_a4ae9818_b552_4741_9cc8_7d0404][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7e3b8410_9950_4011]Sec. 11.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§9 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d38c7073_4b06_4af0_b88b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cc3bfb45_f2a5_4567_8d5c_bcf][bookmark: _PAR__7_8700c0af_2289_4fa7_a548_780fd8f3][bookmark: _LINE__22_1a890d94_3237_44b6_a947_4413af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__34af03e2_a995_4e0c_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__20b947a0_3573_494f_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f66a0d4e_b818_44f8_a31][bookmark: _LINE__23_29c62192_d1d1_45a4_94ff_139587][bookmark: _LINE__24_508f1ca8_4d8e_4b92_968a_3d7e79][bookmark: _LINE__25_805f9d26_f95c_44c4_aee1_1c5080][bookmark: _LINE__26_f5fdf853_0a6b_4385_b90c_5e681c][bookmark: _LINE__27_75c63089_b10b_49ab_9990_5a3564][bookmark: _LINE__28_0c4d4d46_c68a_4635_a2f1_61cf34][bookmark: _LINE__29_92507559_e870_47a2_9a97_bbb4ce][bookmark: _LINE__30_d498366b_13f9_42fe_8db7_81eca9][bookmark: _LINE__31_85f8f863_c5da_47c2_88f9_f6ffdc][bookmark: _LINE__32_b83f04fa_13bb_4a9b_a3e2_15bac9][bookmark: _LINE__33_8e4c276c_dd4f_49c4_97fe_afa382][bookmark: _LINE__34_f6481b54_95f3_4fab_94fe_220e32][bookmark: _LINE__35_61246eb4_609c_4b95_bfce_5773a7][bookmark: _LINE__36_4f912937_6027_4a00_aae9_ebc944]9.  Consolidated billing.  By June 1, 2026, the commission shall provide by rule that a transmission and distribution utility must offer consolidated billing to a distributed generation resource at the distributed generation resource's request.  The consolidated billing method must use net crediting.  The commission shall consider whether a transmission and distribution utility may require a fee for a project sponsor or distributed generation resource that uses net crediting.  Such a fee may not exceed 1% of the subscription fee.  In implementing net crediting, the commission shall require a project sponsor to provide the applicable transmission and distribution utility with each customer's savings rate.  The project sponsor shall set a customer's savings rate higher than zero.  A distributed generation resource may include different savings rates for customers participating under the same distributed generation resource.  Each transmission and distribution utility shall use the same net crediting format for customers on payment plans or participating in budget billing programs.  A transmission and distribution utility shall implement net crediting so it may be used by distributed generation resources by January 1, 2027.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__f2025c93_c4f8][bookmark: _PAR__8_2f74ea8e_5b3c_45e9_b824_79efda5e][bookmark: _LINE__37_77f81059_6933_4009_a9bd_3bb4cf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__238d9c1b_f2f7_4e08][bookmark: _LINE__38_ac4d852a_4851_4a2c_b105_78f0b5][bookmark: _LINE__39_04f1d9c4_6fc0_4f09_8bdc_d3da39][bookmark: _LINE__40_6e4d833a_8740_4dbe_802a_2a7723][bookmark: _LINE__41_8748e71d_07ed_4338_919e_b67c3f][bookmark: _LINE__42_be876f3a_16d9_4556_9a63_bb8984]Sec. 12.  Public Utilities Commission to conduct proceeding.  The Public Utilities Commission shall conduct, by December 31, 2025, a proceeding pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3209-E, subsection 2, paragraph A to examine and evaluate opt-in program designs to reduce net energy billing costs.  The commission shall report its findings and its plans for further action to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology no later than March 31, 2026.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_dd575024_4203_42dd_aa19_5bc03eca][bookmark: _LINE__2_e1abd39b_8958_48fa_a789_5f1dd35][bookmark: _LINE__3_039788c0_47ff_4bc8_897a_5c6c6de][bookmark: _LINE__4_89a4f767_eead_48c1_8439_fc62454][bookmark: _LINE__5_a025ca36_2662_41d2_9530_19412e5][bookmark: _LINE__6_136af305_931d_4d48_901d_afa6bb7][bookmark: _LINE__7_b01c88d4_3db0_46e1_9de4_37a714b][bookmark: _LINE__8_e369875b_c053_4fe7_a585_13a0056][bookmark: _LINE__9_ddd8212e_16ba_4630_a21c_82bca60][bookmark: _LINE__10_f842c64f_2d69_4cb3_8597_afb468][bookmark: _LINE__11_94d1f0be_7fe7_48ca_90c5_b8a080][bookmark: _LINE__12_5d1fe7cb_85bb_4d28_863c_df0441]This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to conduct one or more proceedings beginning in 2025 and every 5 years thereafter to review and investigate administrative charges demanded or collected by a public utility with over 50,000 customers.  If the commission finds that a utility has overcollected administrative charges from one or more customers or ratepayers, the commission may order the utility to refund to a customer any excess charges paid by the customer or, if paid by ratepayers, order the utility to refund excess charges in future rates.  The commission is also directed to adopt rules requiring a utility to disclose all administrative charges on any proposal, estimate or invoice for work charged to a customer or to ratepayers.  The commission must report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities matters and to the Governor's Energy Office following each investigation. 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9d1f6304_9e52_496d_936b_f3b188ad][bookmark: _LINE__13_ac2e9f20_a1d2_4aab_bb82_42c892][bookmark: _LINE__14_d4339206_21d5_49d4_a086_a22fec][bookmark: _LINE__15_9bc2eedd_2556_4734_9ec5_26ca8a][bookmark: _LINE__16_36c835c0_6a2e_4406_a981_f89b90]The bill requires the Electric Ratepayer Advisory Council, in developing recommendations to the Public Advocate regarding methods to ensure that ratepayers are able to afford electricity in the State, to identify methods to improve access to and use of community solar programs by low-income and moderate-income persons in the State. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9f38e45b_a206_48c0_a00a_def9bd03][bookmark: _LINE__17_f7649e2a_c2d5_4b75_91e1_863d00][bookmark: _LINE__18_31952abe_1141_492d_a09d_0da23d][bookmark: _LINE__19_2096da66_f104_4875_8d1e_ff3df0]The bill requires the commission, by June 1, 2026, to require a transmission and distribution utility to offer consolidated billing to a distributed generation resource at its request.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_94ba5a21_4dff_4c55_955a_dacfca7c][bookmark: _LINE__20_9b8ab3d5_8ed7_432f_b6a2_ffd7dd][bookmark: _LINE__21_5f2639ee_4218_451f_ae1d_e30225][bookmark: _LINE__22_1335ff92_d30c_41a8_b8da_7a23a5][bookmark: _LINE__23_59586f19_bc1d_4267_881d_fa3268]The bill requires the commission to establish customer bill information requirements that require a customer bill issued by an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility that includes public policy charges on customer bills to include an accurate and comprehensive description of all costs and benefits of public policy charges.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4f15ca45_0c32_4660_9a73_4d58264b][bookmark: _LINE__24_ff047c31_1370_469f_8afb_2bda0a][bookmark: _LINE__25_766fbf2c_882c_4c61_8e2e_68fd6e][bookmark: _LINE__26_0e3ade95_98a6_4406_9461_65f429][bookmark: _LINE__27_d6ced363_9b85_4b44_a11f_429193]The bill requires the commission to conduct, by December 31, 2025, a proceeding to examine and evaluate opt-in program designs to reduce net energy billing costs.  The commission must report its findings and plans for future action to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology no later than March 31, 2026.
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