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L.D. 1756
Resolve, Authorizing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry To Convey Certain Land in Aroostook County and Penobscot County
[bookmark: _PUBLIC_LAND_PREAMBLE__ed64650d_b7bf_43d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__39e21a00_0e70_491f_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_9b10b0e1_585d_43a3_9ef4_8e728a4][bookmark: _PAR__1_240489ec_f4b6_40ec_899b_5c096161][bookmark: _LINE__1_1b9c37f9_d76f_4384_91d2_9d31347][bookmark: _LINE__2_cedda148_3fd2_43a4_bad9_f5615f9][bookmark: _LINE__3_5f71a8af_776a_46fe_a15e_1814db7]Preamble.  The Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 23 requires that real estate held by the State for conservation or recreation purposes may not be reduced or its uses substantially altered except on the vote of 2/3 of all members elected to each House.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_d500a02d_e10d_40ab_8a6e_924951f6][bookmark: _LINE__4_c94156c9_db52_47e6_b67b_a42b51f][bookmark: _LINE__5_ebc9ddd7_a67f_45fa_b602_f097070]Whereas, certain real estate authorized for conveyance by this resolve is under the designations described in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 598-A; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c4e3b8bd_e704_4365_a9d9_6e2c4ded][bookmark: _LINE__6_e75950a3_2604_4631_ac03_b707c9b][bookmark: _LINE__7_c5dd1b7f_af9a_40ee_881f_cbc0592][bookmark: _LINE__8_d460b1a5_23ba_439b_b4c0_46934eb]Whereas, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands may sell, lease or exchange lands with the approval of the Legislature in accordance with Title 12, sections 1814, 1837 and 1851; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c1a182e3_bf40_436c_a0c1_7341b786][bookmark: _LINE__9_c5baad12_b86a_4dd1_aca0_e35d89f][bookmark: _LINE__10_371a92c3_df51_4211_91ad_dee2ff][bookmark: _LINE__11_2936a667_d227_475a_a8bc_0f8803][bookmark: _LINE__12_b8b43698_9818_481c_a347_93ec10]Whereas, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands holds an approximately 23.83% common and undivided interest in an approximately 20,222.5-acre parcel of land in T. 12, R. 13 in Aroostook County, which constitutes approximately 4,819 acres of state ownership, a minority of the parcel; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_613eca7e_af0f_4b84_8336_eb65325d][bookmark: _LINE__13_474531c2_8615_47d2_a261_426e4f][bookmark: _LINE__14_c77d5af1_e2f9_4498_b574_b12196][bookmark: _LINE__15_82a248d1_74cb_4759_8290_57a076][bookmark: _LINE__16_e50ab5b6_a284_4540_bd5c_7d8d73]Whereas, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands holds a common and undivided interest in 2 adjacent sections totaling an approximately 2,043acre parcel of land in T. 4, R. 8 in Penobscot County, which constitutes approximately 1,624 acres of state ownership, a majority of both sections; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_df07f552_6e28_438c_a3c4_26dcc421][bookmark: _LINE__17_7a93c206_17cf_4b3a_b29f_bd60c2][bookmark: _LINE__18_a0f63e4a_6b8c_4dac_8dde_5604e5][bookmark: _LINE__19_c61f898b_26d3_49db_82b8_0a13d1][bookmark: _LINE__20_bb2a8667_a311_461b_b96e_288875][bookmark: _LINE__21_ab97dd5e_9892_46b7_b9bf_9a6613]Whereas, due to lack of management control in T. 12, R. 13 and lack of good public access in T. 4, R. 8, it will benefit the people of Maine to sell interest in the 2 parcels for cash to purchase alternative lands within Aroostook County and Penobscot County, respectively, which can be managed for public benefits such as recreational access, wildlife habitat and sustainable timber harvest; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_394aa84c_c2a3_499d_9f63_6e27d864][bookmark: _LINE__22_a3d273fc_6a32_4281_9107_5f13de][bookmark: _LINE__23_fd9c0606_cc27_4693_9958_5fb5de][bookmark: _LINE__24_ae95ec8f_94ec_4759_b60c_9aedbf]Whereas, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands requests legislative approval to negotiate the sale of lands in a timely fashion with willing buyers; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__393a066c_3339][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__24b2ef66_c625_4d30_9b][bookmark: _PAR__8_18380bfc_00ae_4141_8f02_50790176][bookmark: _LINE__25_6d80566f_174f_4a62_b2b1_7bb123][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a6b7497b_73f8_412e][bookmark: _LINE__26_3ed09a53_0d51_4288_9315_59fb74][bookmark: _LINE__27_419fa66d_b136_4fc5_9264_903314][bookmark: _LINE__28_1bdf11a8_fad9_4640_aebe_9c3c49][bookmark: _LINE__29_71b23f2b_f11e_4452_b059_9ad32b][bookmark: _LINE__30_9ecb65f2_8bba_4435_b0d6_1e56de][bookmark: _LINE__31_e247a40f_fc9f_44b6_b00e_081846][bookmark: _LINE__32_0e5015f6_5a21_47af_98a1_8dd724][bookmark: _LINE__33_9203ef9d_d712_42da_b53a_476582][bookmark: _LINE__34_d528ddd9_e50a_4c3f_be09_fa2f0d]Sec. 1.  Director of Bureau of Parks and Lands authorized, but not directed, to convey interest in certain land in T. 12, R. 13 in Aroostook County. Resolved: That the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry may, by quitclaim deed without covenant for appraised fair market value as determined by an independent assessment of the timber and other values, convey interest in a parcel of land totaling approximately 4,819 acres based on an approximate 23.83% share held in common and undivided interest of the approximately 20,222.5-acre parcel in T. 12, R. 13 in Aroostook County, together with all appurtenant rights and easements located on that property, to any willing buyer including the holder of the majority interest.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__3af01c51_b6e4][bookmark: _PAR__9_8b683413_35ba_4137_8d4d_12c8f759][bookmark: _LINE__35_0ecdab67_aa4c_4f38_a731_97d7a8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3f9b5a8f_b46b_41d1][bookmark: _LINE__36_8e5e336e_25b9_4713_930f_391bd3][bookmark: _LINE__37_a1676e71_bb9c_47da_9f8d_2ecd41][bookmark: _LINE__38_de77b811_7082_4f8f_a228_4b383e][bookmark: _LINE__39_3a38133a_5b78_4714_8568_fddaee][bookmark: _LINE__40_5eb73784_4ea4_4479_b7cc_10a3b0][bookmark: _LINE__41_2029832c_af94_46a3_b18f_ecd873][bookmark: _LINE__42_70e9f737_391c_4404_835f_ceabc4][bookmark: _LINE__43_727e5615_fc0e_4ec6_a858_5604e2][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__9535ad9c_db44_42bb_8d0a_f3c][bookmark: _PAGE__2_896ef23f_fd0d_4626_a5a7_5156124][bookmark: _PAR__1_d587fb8d_98f9_4edc_9b7a_83a4c444][bookmark: _LINE__1_d071f47d_9d38_4988_a63a_ed7377a][bookmark: _LINE__2_da184b7c_2941_463c_ba21_a370115][bookmark: _LINE__3_a8120c4b_8604_4c6f_9786_dd53dec][bookmark: _LINE__4_b6d854a0_20d8_41de_94a6_a6f180e][bookmark: _LINE__5_45340c2a_363c_4920_a5fe_2c7af73][bookmark: _LINE__6_0d1a9501_c1f0_4fab_b6b3_37248a2][bookmark: _LINE__7_16ce221c_d6f2_4fa6_9ebb_721050b]Sec. 2.  Director of Bureau of Parks and Lands authorized, but not directed, to convey interest in certain land in T. 4, R. 8 in Penobscot County. Resolved: That the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry may, by quitclaim deed without covenant, convey in accordance with this section interest in a parcel of land totaling approximately 2,043 acres based on shares held in common and undivided interest in T. 4, R. 8 in Penobscot County, the total being held in 2 sections, with the first constituting an approximate amount of 1,868 acres based on an approximate 79% share and the 2nd based on an approximate 85% share of an approximate 175-acre parcel, together with all appurtenant rights and easements located on that property. The director may partition the parcels prior to conveyance. The director may convey interest in the parcels for appraised fair market value as determined by an independent assessment of the timber and other values to any holder of common and undivided interest in either section of land or to a 3rd-party intermediary that is required to immediately convey the property to Baxter State Park. The director may convey interest in the parcels to Baxter State Park for an amount determined by the director and the park to be in the public interest.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__92006fcf_d80d_4e85_b1de_1b6e31][bookmark: _PAR__2_8830bbca_3e4c_46c5_b2d6_833fe47a][bookmark: _LINE__8_51611362_18fe_4a91_ac02_0fdc9e1]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c5fd17bc_8648_4305_9240_bb799e27][bookmark: _LINE__9_a02b3d41_77ff_488e_98aa_6c4cb8c][bookmark: _LINE__10_8e0f719d_59f2_48fa_8d20_0fc58e][bookmark: _LINE__11_7331e044_13a9_4560_a34b_de17bf][bookmark: _LINE__12_a3084232_ddef_4a24_a1a1_3cb33d][bookmark: _LINE__13_07fca3eb_5316_44f1_99cc_644edb]This resolve authorizes the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to sell interest in specific parcels of land held in common and undivided interest in T. 12, R. 13 in Aroostook County and T. 4, R. 8 in Penobscot County. Both parcels have limited utility to the State due to lack of access and management control.
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