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JOINT RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF GEORGE FLOYD
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__0aa1bb93_e2e0_4a0b_a733][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__4df0b85a_3de9_4e9f_b1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__0e7adf4b_0117_4486_86d8_b860a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__7f6970f8_1240_4187_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_19e74b8f_9f48_4a7a_8ee9_e18906f][bookmark: _PAR__1_f00630a4_8e7a_4fc4_819f_e0812879]WHEREAS, May 25, 2021 marked the one-year anniversary of the death of George Floyd, an African American man who was murdered while in police custody as a result of pervasive and systemic racism that cannot be dismantled without, among other things, proper redress in the courts; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__81a0477c_6090_4e0b_9dfc][bookmark: _PAR__2_e177803f_874c_49fd_9557_1ed62332]WHEREAS, George Floyd was a man who was a respected member of his community, a caring man with a generous heart and a loving son and father; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__70c897f3_64ce_403e_b794][bookmark: _PAR__3_a98eda8e_1e02_4b24_85d8_ff142a4d]WHEREAS, on the anniversary of his death, the family of George Floyd commemorated his death as a "Day of Enlightenment" in the hope that the world would come together and understand the plight of all Americans in their pursuit of equal justice under the law; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__dd886d1e_63cf_472d_ad7a][bookmark: _PAR__4_b174ea69_4a80_4f51_9bb4_7361929c]WHEREAS, African Americans in the United States are disproportionately the victims of shootings, choke holds and other uses of excessive force by law enforcement officers; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__10f0d9bc_f930_49cc_b954][bookmark: _PAR__5_5928ab33_ee7f_4c43_b1d4_88f24945]WHEREAS, the use of excessive force during an arrest or investigatory stop constitutes an unreasonable seizure under the 4th Amendment to the United States Constitution, which guarantees the right of every person in the United States to be free from unreasonable searches and seizures at the hands of law enforcement officers; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__919351d0_29bc_4e0a_a59a][bookmark: _PAR__6_5e70da42_9162_4a27_8118_db8a9d1a]WHEREAS, the use of excessive force during a period of pretrial detention constitutes the deprivation of due process under the 5th and 14th Amendments to the United States Constitution, which guarantee the right of every person in the United States to be free from arbitrary interference with the liberty of that person at the hands of law enforcement officers; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__60cc9c23_6d28_446d_b441][bookmark: _PAR__7_1fe6bff9_23f6_4f04_8a7e_217d2c95]WHEREAS, the use of excessive force during a term of imprisonment constitutes the use of cruel and unusual punishment under the 8th Amendment to the United States Constitution, which guarantees the right of every person in the United States to be free from cruel and unusual punishment at the hands of law enforcement officers; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__0683e21b_82eb_4f15_be65][bookmark: _PAR__8_8fe510bf_807e_47e0_9100_1032eb25]WHEREAS, Section 1979 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, which is also codified as 42 United States Code, Section 1983 and which is derived from the first section of the Act of April 20, 1871, commonly known as and referred to in this preamble as "the Civil Rights Act of 1871," makes liable "every person," including a police officer, corrections officer or other law enforcement officer, who, under color of law, deprives another person of civil rights; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__1d508970_0bb4_4c43_a032][bookmark: _PAR__9_885c2beb_0e21_4965_8b18_ee13afbf]WHEREAS, the intent of the United States Congress in enacting the Civil Rights Act of 1871 was to hold state and local law enforcement officers accountable for intimidating, harming and murdering African American people in the United States after the Civil War; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__31a2a6bd_b8f1_4843_85e2][bookmark: _PAR__10_83f512a4_036e_4b56_8a92_90ba613]WHEREAS, the United States Government has established itself as a government of laws and not of men but will cease to be so if it does not furnish a viable remedy for all civil rights violations; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__f194d4a7_7d14_4dc6_97c3_38eff][bookmark: _PAR__11_42071480_b658_41c8_91af_61d7520]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirtieth Legislature now assembled in the First Special Session, pause in our deliberations to express the Legislature's strong disapproval of the use of excessive force; and be it further
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__e219a3e9_3730_49de_909b_7795e][bookmark: _PAR__12_0e240310_effd_4366_8691_275d39a]RESOLVED: That We commemorate the one-year anniversary of the death of George Floyd and extend to all his family and friends our deepest condolences.
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