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An Act to Improve Public Utility Service by Addressing Seasonal Property Hazards
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_9a97cb17_d57f_403e_acb7_e4d80200][bookmark: _LINE__2_a7581bd7_8100_401c_913a_ed335ae][bookmark: _LINE__3_29a9cad3_9f47_4105_ade8_6905dcb][bookmark: _LINE__4_1807cb2c_ff25_41ce_ab21_7abe359][bookmark: _LINE__5_3d3add78_6b82_43ab_a2b6_b5fc009][bookmark: _LINE__6_befcec42_35f5_45a9_aa47_c963e4a][bookmark: _LINE__7_4f0730a4_e4e6_49d7_8772_e0fa673][bookmark: _LINE__8_ade4ad5a_23e7_486f_8cf9_59e1e4d][bookmark: _LINE__9_1e8265d9_8d5a_4971_9f0d_f5c3a64][bookmark: _LINE__10_72172c69_a895_4ee3_a879_ff6132][bookmark: _LINE__11_7cd7f87e_57ab_4aa0_9e95_1835ca][bookmark: _LINE__12_500dc3d2_4296_494c_b6f2_f1ac12][bookmark: _LINE__13_6f6871a8_41aa_4d59_bf10_13e296][bookmark: _LINE__14_3f2dd86c_726d_4010_9dfb_e782c8][bookmark: _LINE__15_ac726c5d_e950_40c4_8773_cc51eb][bookmark: _LINE__16_0ed0b76a_f12d_4366_b9b8_9847ff][bookmark: _LINE__17_96240fd5_9937_4272_b154_516b83][bookmark: _LINE__18_66074336_090f_4bf1_82a7_37c7a9][bookmark: _LINE__19_77777331_d5df_4cb0_93c7_1353b0][bookmark: _LINE__20_103b80b0_99bc_4f01_bf5b_d397a8][bookmark: _LINE__21_0e0858a5_bc3b_4216_88cd_69f380][bookmark: _LINE__22_e0abcf0b_96f3_420e_b319_0e3e0a]This bill requires the owner of a seasonal residential dwelling to conduct inspections at least annually to identify and address potential hazards such as overgrown trees or damaged utility lines; arrange for services of a caretaker or responsible person during a period when the seasonal residential dwelling is unoccupied to ensure the timely resolution of public utility-related issues; and provide contact information for the caretaker or responsible person to each public utility to which the seasonal residential dwelling is connected and to the municipality in which the seasonal residential dwelling is located.  It requires the Public Utilities Commission to establish a statewide system to allow persons and public utilities to report hazards related to seasonal residential dwellings; conduct a public education campaign to raise awareness among owners of seasonal residential dwellings regarding the impact of seasonal residential dwellings on public utilities and the importance of regular maintenance; and provide financial assistance to low-income owners of seasonal residential dwellings to help them comply with the requirements of the bill.  It requires a public utility to maintain a list containing contact information for caretakers and responsible persons for seasonal residential dwellings; develop protocols regarding repairs on portions of a utility line affected by hazards related to seasonal residential dwellings with a focus on minimizing disruptions to residential dwellings that are occupied at the time of the repairs and prioritizing residential dwellings that are occupied at the time of the repairs in storm restoration efforts; and conduct inspections at least annually of portions of a utility line with a history of outages, particularly those with a history of issues related to seasonal residential dwellings.
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