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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-ONE
_____
JOINT RESOLUTION CELEBRATING MARCH 25, 2021 AS THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK INDEPENDENCE AND CELEBRATING DEMOCRACY IN GREECE AND THE UNITED STATES
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__35d4e41d_a88c_446a_b940][bookmark: _PAR__2_c9ef6a72_a877_420e_9e0f_7e6da319][bookmark: _LINE__5_45bff5e2_4ee7_4114_aa98_8beb6f4][bookmark: _LINE__6_52822d49_73f4_4904_96c6_d8e8453]WHEREAS, the people of the United States generously offered humanitarian assistance to the Greek people during their struggle for independence; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__76b970c4_7800_4c24_9a08][bookmark: _PAR__4_bc57ff02_bfe0_43b7_a80b_fb4667d9][bookmark: _LINE__10_c91ba281_44f4_4723_bff8_a8fc51][bookmark: _LINE__11_3c79cd45_7aaf_4b81_acb4_022526][bookmark: _LINE__12_0b8b85d6_fd52_42de_aa93_dc303e]WHEREAS, modern-day Greece is a valuable and trusted ally of the United States and is one of only 3 nations in the world outside of the former British Empire that have joined the United States in every major international conflict in the last 100 years; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__f77a5267_a74b_48b4_a4e6][bookmark: _PAR__5_f5df12f2_ba1b_4cf6_a560_c8caae2b][bookmark: _LINE__13_107703f6_8829_458d_a77e_b8c462][bookmark: _LINE__14_000e0251_97b0_4aac_82d0_e5b391][bookmark: _LINE__15_ad256e95_7ba0_4c64_9629_13dea1]WHEREAS, Greece, located in a region where Christianity meets Islam and Judaism, maintains excellent relations with Muslim nations and Israel and demonstrates religious tolerance; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__e49db272_9d98_45a9_95b6][bookmark: _PAR__6_31ec48ed_cdcd_4566_a6b8_1186c741][bookmark: _LINE__16_6ffc4be6_e031_44b9_bb0a_310e75][bookmark: _LINE__17_1c303152_efa7_4a72_aac0_3c984c]WHEREAS, Greece and the United States are at the forefront of the effort for freedom, democracy, peace, stability and human rights; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__48a50dd9_5879_4da1_9338][bookmark: _PAR__7_f381d67b_6702_48ce_81fc_b42db138][bookmark: _LINE__18_3c7bd300_fdf7_488d_9d8d_58cb5e][bookmark: _LINE__19_4fbb32f3_45e4_4af0_b1ce_323327]WHEREAS, many American philhellenes participated and fought in the Greek War of Independence; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__b4cb04cb_2f90_40e4_982c][bookmark: _PAR__8_6d6b78c9_69e1_45bb_a4a5_5bbc1eae][bookmark: _LINE__20_bab44974_e1b1_4fce_a9fa_16d663][bookmark: _LINE__21_066c5ec1_2735_4eb4_b814_9f30be][bookmark: _LINE__22_325f9a96_166a_46fe_8d4d_e13e4d]WHEREAS, on October 4, 2019, United States Secretary of State Mike Pompeo visited Greece, where he met with Greek leaders, and together they signed an update to the Mutual Defense Cooperation Agreement; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__765b4e5d_05bf_4903_81be][bookmark: _PAR__9_4837055f_60e7_4047_8b30_00c4d9f2][bookmark: _LINE__23_1a8b73b7_30e6_4ec4_b04b_a1db65][bookmark: _LINE__24_7ffbae9e_7e56_46ff_a5be_d435a9][bookmark: _LINE__25_f370d972_f3f4_48a9_b39a_2f3191][bookmark: _LINE__26_eab943dd_d09f_41c9_b5f1_3dd986]WHEREAS, Maine has been served in the United States Congress by 2 Greek Americans:  the Honorable Peter Kyros, who served in the House of Representatives from 1967 to 1975, and the Honorable Olympia Snowe, who served in the House of Representatives from 1979 to 1995 and the Senate from 1995 to 2013; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__bdc0afdc_e587_413b_8c53][bookmark: _PAR__10_cf034dfe_679b_497d_ae5e_828d508][bookmark: _LINE__27_8626009b_d044_4566_8103_785950][bookmark: _LINE__28_59b054d5_7875_400a_85d1_e3a013][bookmark: _LINE__29_d3e300f4_8051_4c76_9c0d_23d0d3][bookmark: _LINE__30_fc434dbd_bca5_4c9b_907a_27871c][bookmark: _LINE__31_522cb02a_7975_4a92_af67_52f086]WHEREAS, the World Hellenic Inter-Parliamentary Association, or "WHIA," composed of several hundred members in over 30 countries, is the premier organization promoting Hellenism among the Greek diaspora over the past 2 decades and its recent president, Peter Katsambanis, has called upon Hellenes abroad to help other nations celebrate their heritage; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__9589ce49_5970_45a0_972c][bookmark: _PAR__11_b5b48546_3a3b_4e2a_ad95_4c8a3b1][bookmark: _LINE__32_196a0e0c_9558_4531_b7fe_5f90ae][bookmark: _LINE__33_a4277ae9_80c0_4209_bf08_0b9f8c][bookmark: _LINE__34_8835794a_ae42_42e1_b921_9c058e][bookmark: _LINE__35_8698a022_0d23_47f6_a328_887248]WHEREAS, two Greek American former members of the Maine Legislature, the Honorable Zachary Matthews and the Honorable Stavros Mendros, helped form the WHIA, with the Honorable Stavros Mendros being a charter member and elected to the inaugural board of directors; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__c48bf956_1ac4_413d_b69d][bookmark: _PAR__12_612aaf03_84eb_4676_b1db_9141261][bookmark: _LINE__36_cf1c694d_2c68_4e0f_8396_c623bc][bookmark: _LINE__37_daeee6b8_38e8_409e_a47b_6570db][bookmark: _LINE__38_b2e5d883_f728_4071_8174_c00e9b][bookmark: _LINE__39_52c13c77_5201_4c21_82d3_debd39]WHEREAS, a high-level review of the United States-Greece Strategic Dialogue took place in Greece on September 28, 2020, which underscored Greece’s importance to the United States as a geostrategic partner in the Eastern Mediterranean and Balkans and as an important NATO ally; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__54712736_9e98_4884_84e4][bookmark: _PAR__13_77287fc9_f58f_45c2_af40_7311438][bookmark: _LINE__40_5f88ff76_66fd_40e1_bea9_1a314d][bookmark: _LINE__41_a09b3f3c_3eb1_44e4_ac20_405a38][bookmark: _LINE__42_2f67afa7_4186_4899_b829_30f00f][bookmark: _LINE__43_1cd461fb_f065_4bea_8101_0502d9]WHEREAS, in support of the "Greece 2021" Committee established by the government of Greece, the United States Mission in Greece has launched a campaign to celebrate the bicentennial of Greek Independence and the 200 years of friendship between the United States and Greece; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__6011cfd7_38ca_42b4_a15a][bookmark: _PAGE__2_d089d95e_6327_47d0_b931_07c8d82][bookmark: _PAR__1_2861d545_4856_46a6_b9fa_11c06847][bookmark: _LINE__1_c64015f5_4136_4779_928a_795465d][bookmark: _LINE__2_49235c84_0944_4682_bb2a_81208f9][bookmark: _LINE__3_b8ac02bc_ef17_4172_a12c_b2b2b3f]WHEREAS, it is proper and fitting that the United States celebrate this anniversary with the Greek people and reaffirm the democratic principles from which our 2 great nations were born; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__7d34aa38_5c0d_4f9e_b63b_2d6df][bookmark: _PAR__2_257a4be9_b666_49f8_8cc2_08e27c78][bookmark: _LINE__4_244bb4e4_8707_48d0_ac1b_da15347][bookmark: _LINE__5_1516453a_dca2_4a6f_9c03_4ae5175][bookmark: _LINE__6_3e8e722f_a838_47b6_891b_c3946fc][bookmark: _LINE__7_f28fec17_f3fd_409f_9f91_0ee526d][bookmark: _LINE__8_6ec30ec9_0441_4d4e_af7a_4f89ac9]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirtieth Legislature, now assembled in the First Special Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to celebrate March 25, 2021 as the 200th Anniversary of Greek Independence, and we reaffirm Maine's abiding commitment to the principles of democracy and religious tolerance.
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