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JOINT RESOLUTION CONDEMNING THE WRONGFUL IMPRISONMENT OF WALL STREET JOURNAL REPORTER EVAN GERSHKOVICH
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__c928f602_b976_433f_8066][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__05d4c1cb_1f37_4777_8c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__a759dc19_0fbf_47bb_ab83_83066][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__4a004862_0bb6_4735_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_bf13cb94_e7d9_4e00_b4f1_57cab5b][bookmark: _PAR__1_f3ddc1a4_7266_4f9d_a69c_1fb0a689]WHEREAS, Wall Street Journal reporter, Bowdoin College alumnus and United States citizen Evan Gershkovich while reporting in Russia was taken into custody on March 29, 2023 in Yekaterinburg and wrongly accused of spying by the Russian government; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__505aed51_e744_45b0_8c1b][bookmark: _PAR__2_c21290ac_41ce_409c_8d9f_2a1a419c]WHEREAS, the White House declared on April 10th that Mr. Gershkovich is being "wrongfully detained," a designation signaling that the United States will devote more resources to the case and that the United States Department of State will lead the effort to free him; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__f7d40702_f85b_43b1_bf84][bookmark: _PAR__3_f87d3aff_6752_4a6c_9529_009ead1a]WHEREAS, Mr. Gershkovich has become the first American journalist to be imprisoned by Russia on fraudulent espionage charges since the Cold War; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__75e7343d_5fe6_42c6_af12][bookmark: _PAR__4_a1f64950_c62f_4e4f_95e9_21c2a58a]WHEREAS, Russia recently in a closed-door hearing extended the arrest of Mr. Gershkovich by 3 months; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__dbd8f4e9_0d33_414d_80b2][bookmark: _PAR__5_2a89f1ef_2d55_4e51_807b_d9784081]WHEREAS, the Russian government has not detailed what, if any, evidence has been gathered to support the espionage charges; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__dbec37e6_8e98_4c96_ae18_0535a][bookmark: _PAR__6_0ad84317_523a_4e10_adbd_0faec945]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Legislature now assembled in the First Special Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to condemn the wrongful imprisonment of Evan Gershkovich by the Russian government and to declare our hope that he will be returned safely to his family in America and will be able to continue his work as a journalist.
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