132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Improve Access to Grant Funding for the Maine Farms for the Future Program
L.D. 
An Act to Improve Access to Grant Funding for the Maine Farms for the Future Program
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9bab434f_fd51_4076_b56f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1af7f536_84f7_4358_8d96_c5ce][bookmark: _PAR__11_c802ea34_6de2_4f02_8417_9b8f010][bookmark: _LINE__42_7851c143_4269_490b_a6fe_31b737][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__edfb374a_234d_486b_a61][bookmark: _LINE__43_fa06a140_fca3_4e4a_953b_b6a24b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1501369c_31ee_4ec2_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__75148855_1df2_49e7_82][bookmark: _LINE__44_c2b1942f_76f7_42d4_a802_857306][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__77a9fca5_44a0_417f_bcc7_bd4][bookmark: _PAGE__3_feaabb10_ff5e_48a6_9a39_86cecdf][bookmark: _PAR__1_bb0af3f2_449b_4b2a_9e22_86e669b3][bookmark: _LINE__1_fe7e622b_7e8c_4451_8175_666780c][bookmark: _LINE__2_35b501bb_92b8_4cf7_8251_cfd7d52][bookmark: _LINE__3_ae533007_9940_4634_aec7_0efa8e3][bookmark: _LINE__4_0a389305_74fc_4b7a_8578_4e55987][bookmark: _LINE__5_55e1648d_a47d_451a_a201_2dc294d]A.  An agricultural marketing loan for any project under this subchapter, the total cost of which exceeds $200,000 $450,000, may not exceed 90% of the project cost.  A loan from the fund may not be provided for such a project unless the applicant demonstrates a commitment of private funds of at least 5% of the total cost of the project; except that, in order to encourage the undertaking of cooperative projects by 2 or more agricultural enterprises, an agricultural marketing loan may not be provided unless the cooperating agricultural enterprises as a group demonstrate a commitment of private funds of at least 5% of the total cost of the project.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__14cf7718_e35c_4961][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0c1f0406_ffe8_49ea_8993_e][bookmark: _PAR__2_af4ae970_5240_4d5d_a5a7_61fd5a0f][bookmark: _LINE__6_85aa8c45_70da_4d58_82a2_37e6f73][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0e9ee655_dcb4_4b78][bookmark: _LINE__7_9c33b11e_6980_4b11_8baf_d5a412d]Sec. 4.  7 MRSA §435, sub-§2, ¶B, as amended by PL 2021, c. 710, §6, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__01856fae_ae96_4400_b633][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6f1c7626_ddb0_48c8_9bb5_2876][bookmark: _PAR__3_9b25a9e9_202a_4685_878b_5653fa5c][bookmark: _LINE__8_3bf0f37e_0803_4045_877c_25cee29][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7f049e1_aca9_47bc_9b5][bookmark: _LINE__9_92e89185_52b7_4072_8b48_b9e22c3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__933edcd4_c447_4861_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f87695c7_7c50_4311_84][bookmark: _LINE__10_ce9f9cc1_e18e_4144_9b42_978b92]B.  An agricultural marketing loan for any project under this subchapter, the total cost of which is $200,000 $450,000 or less, may not exceed 90% of the total cost of the project.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__615c449b_8ddf_415b_bad7_94a070][bookmark: _PAR__4_5d6eb489_db66_4221_ac66_77e62ded][bookmark: _LINE__11_d6eb1921_1860_48db_b925_ff16bd]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_fc165a65_adfb_47d0_a208_fb8f238e][bookmark: _LINE__12_ca95a842_5f45_4273_bc14_e3ab2d][bookmark: _LINE__13_9cf0977f_f7ca_4079_9eb8_dc4349][bookmark: _LINE__14_d2d09ccc_b3c3_48b7_aae3_4d4688][bookmark: _LINE__15_5382c878_9fb5_4274_8754_73a10d][bookmark: _LINE__16_416c20f8_2121_4520_b021_53a1f6][bookmark: _LINE__17_0a320631_8598_4332_a115_3ddac3][bookmark: _LINE__18_2bd009c0_2ba9_490b_b30e_66bc1a][bookmark: _LINE__19_dd3bca55_8ffe_4034_ba1b_da2e78]This bill amends eligibility criteria for the Maine Farms for the Future Program to ensure that farmers who lease rather than own land and those who farm on land that is already protected by an agricultural conservation agreement are able to receive grants in the program. The bill also allows the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to grant exceptions to eligibility criteria to allow for more flexibility for business plan development and investment support for farms. Lastly, the bill increases the maximum allowable amounts for grants and agricultural marketing loans awarded through the program.
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