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[bookmark: _PAR__7_e779d3c8_b23b_412b_8729_130969c1][bookmark: _LINE__23_787a674d_3689_4dcd_961f_86dfd5][bookmark: _LINE__24_8a000f0c_4adb_434e_8057_2cd812][bookmark: _LINE__25_981f741d_745c_41ec_a4a0_de9d87][bookmark: _LINE__26_7627d6d8_48d2_494c_995a_76db47][bookmark: _LINE__27_32b1b62b_ad43_477d_bde0_b68f2e][bookmark: _LINE__28_db6eab0f_a2b7_4884_8462_bf603d][bookmark: _LINE__29_4ca3bc01_0674_4b79_a6c8_d9b883][bookmark: _LINE__30_0584eb4d_3da0_43c5_b059_a24a7f][bookmark: _LINE__31_05abbbd0_2458_4b77_9aec_34ae97][bookmark: _LINE__32_dab43dd0_fb70_4315_82f0_3152f4]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary to implement statutory changes recommended by the Criminal Records Review Committee, which was established pursuant to Resolve 2023, chapter 103. The joint standing committee has not taken a position on the substance of this bill.  By reporting this bill out, the joint standing committee is not suggesting and does not intend to suggest that it agrees or disagrees with any aspect of this bill; instead, the joint standing committee is reporting the bill out for the sole purpose of having a bill printed that can be referred to the joint standing committee for an appropriate public hearing and subsequent processing in the normal course.  The joint standing committee is taking this action to ensure clarity and transparency in the legislative review of the proposals contained in the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_53046e24_bd46_478f_a097_4b61ace7][bookmark: _LINE__33_3c3a3c57_8d98_4f33_b8d9_286c7f][bookmark: _LINE__34_b0dbf951_e9f7_457e_b35c_89fdd1][bookmark: _LINE__35_c5582242_f2ef_42fa_830a_55bacd][bookmark: _LINE__36_daa3b549_9070_4ece_9927_956d6f][bookmark: _LINE__37_9b108213_c940_4a1b_9e27_5a2bf5][bookmark: _LINE__38_40946559_300a_4ccc_99f6_25741a][bookmark: _LINE__39_6a9dd5c7_0d2b_49da_9887_7664fb][bookmark: _LINE__40_6647112e_abc5_46dd_a05e_03445b]The bill clarifies that information disclosing that a criminal charge has been dismissed as part of a plea agreement is not confidential criminal history record information if the defendant pleads guilty to and is convicted of another criminal charge as part of the plea agreement.  By contrast, if, as a result of a plea agreement, a defendant admits to and is adjudicated as having committed a civil violation or a traffic infraction but does not also plead guilty to and become convicted of a criminal charge, information disclosing that a criminal charge has been dismissed as part of the plea agreement is confidential criminal history record information.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_28b3618a_e4e7_455d_9538_6ddc9c8d][bookmark: _LINE__41_8e042e5d_e786_4cee_94fa_f0b08f][bookmark: _LINE__42_66879021_6f3f_4199_a9fb_88cae4][bookmark: _LINE__43_de4b8069_1c6a_4990_927d_523ced][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__929d4cd6_5775_4c0d_889e_89f][bookmark: _PAGE__2_9d823a10_2eb0_4fb6_abe2_2d61e08][bookmark: _PAR__1_08dd0e00_a026_4799_b36c_3a22f43f][bookmark: _LINE__1_8409058e_4f14_4fc6_9d0d_c0c5e84][bookmark: _LINE__2_54778a1f_b9dd_4ba1_9c0e_32f6261][bookmark: _LINE__3_c5673972_09e6_41eb_bef9_a53ed82]The bill also codifies the rule set forth in Gordon v. Cheskin, 2013 ME 113, that "the dismissal of [a criminal] charge after completion of [a] deferred disposition does not cast a blanket of confidentiality over the course of the proceedings up to that point."  Instead, "a court in a later proceeding is not precluded from considering the defendant's admission of guilt in open court.  An admission to specific behavior may be considered in a later proceeding, if that behavior is relevant to the matter before the court."
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