131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Allow Candidates for County Office to Participate in the Maine Clean Election Act
L.D. 
An Act to Allow Candidates for County Office to Participate in the Maine Clean Election Act
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__ac3a2769_bac6_42c3_bc4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__7dcaf4d2_2c4e_4e68_848a_8187c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__1d80066f_c45a_4bb7_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_19311be3_0962_402f_833b_c87c8f2][bookmark: _PAR__1_b01f336f_0ea9_444f_aa4a_13d3ab16][bookmark: _LINE__1_a2908623_9857_4e22_b96d_8d114bf]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__54d34d92_148b_447d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1e524aa2_168c_42da_9d78_5][bookmark: _PAR__4_d82f5ca1_865c_43a2_a5c8_8f66d21f][bookmark: _LINE__8_4f1ab1e1_1fae_4f53_a645_0770c1d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f071275f_cc23_4496][bookmark: _LINE__9_e8d14571_7322_4e91_afa7_8acb358]Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §1122, sub-§5, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §17, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2fe3a5b4_cd1b_44f0_b730][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3fc3f5df_9f5d_462d_bb1a_fa3][bookmark: _PAR__7_b51184eb_75f9_4bca_b842_4acc56ac][bookmark: _LINE__16_5f38ef9c_1594_4aa3_9a1c_d081dc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__769be10a_e27a_4c03_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9797881_cd36_41b7_a27][bookmark: _LINE__17_189b76d3_234a_4939_b365_a94bc5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f2aae71e_44a1_46e3_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__93a28778_bb6b_4744_b0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0cc59b1e_0ccb_4178_ad][bookmark: _LINE__18_e5388e45_f8b1_4b45_9933_daaf15][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e6beb4d3_9efa_4131_84e][bookmark: _LINE__19_dc6aa005_574a_40c2_916c_995b24]6.  Participating candidate.  "Participating candidate" means a candidate who is running for Governor, State Senator or, State Representative or county office who is seeking to be certified as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate under section 1125, subsection 5.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cf85a835_73f4_4f5d_99f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b5ccf524_a3fe_4db9_94a2_df2a][bookmark: _PAR__9_76ee2c9d_cff7_497f_84d8_880fa636][bookmark: _LINE__22_61de1b36_643a_4f5b_a26f_6e93b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b57f15bc_5dbc_4245_8f3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b3d3b380_c0b8_4e0c_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7985fa95_d372_4608_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7acc1ab8_a87f_46f7_b5][bookmark: _LINE__23_507554f3_c53b_44f4_aef1_1251ff][bookmark: _LINE__24_84af6da3_b057_4d7c_ab26_868926][bookmark: _LINE__25_c6df06fc_a058_46e6_b385_234257]B.  For State Senate or, State House of Representatives or county office participating candidates, the qualifying period begins January 1st of the election year and ends at 5:00 p.m. on April 20th of that election year or the next business day following April 20th if the office of the commission is closed on April 20th.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0779834b_6c0c_48c4_8a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cc110406_aff7_48a9_92b0_ee9d][bookmark: _PAR__4_848158e8_1cf0_42c4_8fb6_fce58146][bookmark: _LINE__10_1c87e211_5fd1_4dd5_946e_538deb][bookmark: _LINE__11_2a4966e4_c793_44a7_aaf9_58a2ca][bookmark: _LINE__12_fbaaa8ae_9d50_45a8_a60f_dd1507][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b1ff2a38_e341_411a_ab3][bookmark: _LINE__13_1857ee35_1119_4c5d_8e21_8df912][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__767a5a0a_bb67_4404_be][bookmark: _LINE__14_f2a69952_82ed_4422_bcee_bd6679][bookmark: _LINE__15_73490784_f7c4_4c0d_92ff_90bb81][bookmark: _LINE__16_b045915e_7779_4b53_b0bb_1942a4][bookmark: _LINE__17_2edf8ca3_3ea0_4ab1_8f19_aed2e6][bookmark: _LINE__18_c0f1b140_9a6b_4197_990e_b7543e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9d3cbf8e_aaa2_4324_8f4]The executive director shall certify a candidate complying with the requirements of this section as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate as soon as possible after final submittal of qualifying contributions and other supporting documents required under subsection 4 but no later than 3 business days for legislative and county office candidates and 5 business days for gubernatorial candidates.  The executive director may take additional time if further investigation is necessary to verify compliance with this Act as long as the commission notifies the candidate regarding the anticipated schedule for conclusion of the investigation.  A candidate or other interested person may appeal the decision of the executive director to the members of the commission in accordance with subsection 14.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b54313bb_7c6f_4c5b_b5d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__39649775_9c6a_479a_a30d_82b][bookmark: _PAR__2_2cbe56d4_fd12_4bef_9fc5_797b7b8f][bookmark: _LINE__3_35ed4204_c6c3_43dd_929e_d197f78][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2765a58d_6587_4165_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8a2e140c_7449_4936_b23][bookmark: _LINE__4_9251d809_04aa_49ba_8d85_97ff6e2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1a460610_0c66_41ef_8a][bookmark: _LINE__5_d0b4ef1a_5dc3_4cac_95f8_8f0537f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e87f4060_a77b_40c7_936][bookmark: _LINE__6_f0dd9b82_3201_4308_8197_a2799aa][bookmark: _LINE__7_e33e436e_670c_48ab_9aaa_5d8d055][bookmark: _LINE__8_7eca619e_a468_4248_b54d_a7e5312][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8b9c2848_9c59_4274_91c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3859a11f_9154_4e11_b85][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fa60aa19_ad0a_4f9f_9b3][bookmark: _LINE__9_fb9ac67f_79d9_492b_9b6a_2283d35][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1fd1dfda_7d94_4c5f_8fe][bookmark: _LINE__10_23c4d45f_baf4_490f_a411_c61628][bookmark: _LINE__11_bfcaf2d6_9fec_4cb1_85ee_4c28f2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__77ea2bcd_1c28_4121_9bb][bookmark: _LINE__12_fb0ae6e9_f02e_4d1e_8ebb_2a17a2][bookmark: _LINE__13_abeec91c_f43a_4549_9aba_a3d071][bookmark: _LINE__14_7e939127_bed6_45ef_a43d_d261ed][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d45d958e_b606_45d2_a3c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__40c0e6f0_0954_4446_9be][bookmark: _LINE__15_2ee841ee_c2ce_4e65_b889_49bfb9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f14a6b50_3cd3_485a_a75][bookmark: _LINE__16_43f10f02_1151_4490_90a3_dd60f9]10.  Candidate not enrolled in a party.  An unenrolled candidate for the Legislature or county office who submits the required number of qualifying contributions and other required documents under subsection 4 by 5:00 p.m. on April 20th preceding the primary election and who is certified is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts and at the same time as an uncontested primary election candidate and a general election candidate as specified in subsections 7, 8‑C and 8‑D.  Revenues for the general election must be distributed to the candidate as specified in subsection 7.  An unenrolled candidate for Governor who submits the required number of qualifying contributions and other required documents under subsection 4 by 5:00 p.m. on April 1st preceding the primary election and who is certified is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts and at the same time as an uncontested primary election gubernatorial candidate and a general election gubernatorial candidate as specified in subsections 7 and 8‑B.  Revenues for the general election must be distributed to the candidate for Governor as specified in subsection 7.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__06ab0b8d_49df_4c08_ba81][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ef7306c1_c871_42a7_af33_ded][bookmark: _PAR__4_85824d4d_ad4f_40f9_ac59_17e509a2][bookmark: _LINE__18_75b4bf0c_5c39_4fa2_977b_2b6481][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5821f71d_4b21_4725_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7b5fc769_2039_4a76_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4394b805_c8c6_4122_9c8][bookmark: _LINE__19_a4190948_4ef0_4666_8dd4_5590c9][bookmark: _LINE__20_d49ae206_9eb3_452e_8a56_60592f][bookmark: _LINE__21_b89de63f_8b61_4589_9b36_a4c2da][bookmark: _LINE__22_e7bc9e66_76c3_4014_b380_a6907e][bookmark: _LINE__23_e213b03e_db4e_4e5a_86e1_24822b][bookmark: _LINE__24_72b7fd1e_a418_44ad_8010_8560d3][bookmark: _LINE__25_e474ccd1_d8a7_44e6_93ef_e9118d][bookmark: _LINE__26_9192adf6_7a8b_4404_989c_d6c6ef][bookmark: _LINE__27_3042e17c_00a4_4343_8604_67ad86][bookmark: _LINE__28_d95a500b_de9e_4035_b034_c4731b][bookmark: _LINE__29_0ed3c664_0d37_4f2d_a3bb_1a8d41][bookmark: _LINE__30_ac5c498a_5f81_4eab_ac22_73a0e6][bookmark: _LINE__31_e65f06e3_792b_42bb_8d8c_bffb14][bookmark: _LINE__32_6e7fb813_ce66_4ddf_8e45_35b2f3][bookmark: _LINE__33_cf08f39e_5009_42b4_8c77_213034][bookmark: _LINE__34_0e54c4d4_ad9a_47fb_bba2_85cb6f][bookmark: _LINE__35_0137b16b_73da_4cf9_bbb0_869680][bookmark: _LINE__36_8c340005_8e8c_4002_8db2_5949a0]15.  Terms of participation for county candidates.  The commission shall establish terms of participation for county candidates that allow candidates to qualify and participate starting with the 2024 election cycle. The terms of participation established by the commission must set forth the seed money contribution limits, the number of qualifying contributions and distribution amounts for each county office. When establishing the terms of participation, the commission shall consider the terms of participation for gubernatorial and legislative candidates set forth in this chapter, including an assessment of the difficulty of qualifying and distribution amounts available to participating House and Senate candidates and gubernatorial candidates relative to the population of House and Senate districts and the State. The commission shall also consider historical spending patterns for the various county races in contested and uncontested primary and general elections, the population of the electoral district of a county office, the competitiveness of the office and any other factors the commission determines to be consistent with the purposes of this chapter. If the geographic area or population of the electoral district for a county office varies substantially across the State, the commission may establish different terms of participation that reasonably relate to the difference in geographic area or population. If necessary, the commission may use the emergency rule-making provisions of Title 5, section 8054 without making findings of emergency for purposes of establishing these terms of participation in advance of the 2024 election cycle.
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