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An Act To Improve Housing Security by Improving Access to General Assistance
L.D. 
An Act To Improve Housing Security by Improving Access to General Assistance
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f025d3ee_9dbb_44dd_bcdb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d8460aac_8394_4c75_ac90_707][bookmark: _PAR__7_07485400_5bc3_442a_803c_2bacf3c2][bookmark: _LINE__12_bb82b0c9_8c73_416f_8eab_abce0f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__272f8c91_5db5_49de_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ca5c68d4_8f9b_4444_94c][bookmark: _LINE__13_9f176f57_7174_45e7_80b0_71dceb][bookmark: _LINE__14_22a092dc_d701_4277_92fc_911b81][bookmark: _LINE__15_a0317e2a_9a92_423c_9288_9d3480][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b7fc4c34_efdc_436c_a9][bookmark: _LINE__16_4f02b3b8_500f_4cbe_8615_25ba24][bookmark: _LINE__17_c32a27fd_8401_4486_a047_13d988][bookmark: _LINE__18_bee1b2c4_48e4_42a6_be2f_47dde8][bookmark: _LINE__19_d15242c2_7074_4a77_9191_4fb66d][bookmark: _LINE__20_f76e55d2_514f_4d4c_a5ee_7383fe]5.  Presumptive eligibility.  The overseer in a municipality shall presume eligibility to receive general assistance of a person who is provided shelter in an emergency shelter for the homeless located in that municipality.  After 30 days, that person's eligibility must be redetermined.  If a municipality does not have an emergency shelter or the emergency shelter does not have the capacity to provide shelter to a person experiencing or facing homelessness, the overseer shall presume eligibility to receive general assistance for emergency shelter and temporary housing for that person.  When presumptive eligibility is determined under this subsection, no other municipality may be determined to be the municipality of responsibility during that 30-day period.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7fa49edf_49db_43b4_a855][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__68c2034e_3272_41d9_ba4c_3bc][bookmark: _PAR__2_84168a68_f106_4572_982f_12d4f9c8][bookmark: _LINE__3_acb7c414_fb30_47a1_8e01_f632394][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f7414d55_4c80_46ac_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e12451f3_0561_44d3_a41][bookmark: _LINE__4_582412f0_8d0c_4891_9758_58b3671][bookmark: _LINE__5_84301af5_abdc_40fd_8113_8dc4d81]2.  Rental assistance programs; unspent general assistance funds.  At the end of each fiscal year, beginning with fiscal year 2021-22, any state funds appropriated or allocated for general assistance that are unspent must be transferred equally between:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a6f9afe2_f3ed_40b4_a010_842][bookmark: _PAR__4_d4f5439b_93e6_4f83_9e2f_e2593078][bookmark: _LINE__7_d19c7ab3_1428_433c_82ab_80d47fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1ae09aa8_91bb_4bef_92a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0a3a932a_e9b9_43fc_8a7][bookmark: _LINE__8_50d093eb_5886_486b_95fe_e72dfe2][bookmark: _LINE__9_58e8d463_17b6_4dd3_b3d2_eb4214d][bookmark: _LINE__10_cae7d6aa_3523_4112_aa60_6c7f9a](1) Support the rental assistance program administered by the office of behavioral health for clients who have serious mental illness, including substance use disorder, and who are in need of transitional housing by increasing the number of vouchers and the amount of each voucher used by the department; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8fbbde07_a629_46f6_8213_8eb][bookmark: _PAR__5_c4947bd8_3966_4840_a3ff_82a01bc8][bookmark: _LINE__11_f3a1387d_e794_4404_9a8b_1a9e39][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__aa71db9b_02b9_4414_9d5b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__40e4cbf6_c31d_469b_93b][bookmark: _LINE__12_9fc778a4_bd4e_4456_991b_103394](2) Provide housing navigation services to general assistance recipients and clients of the program described in this paragraph; and
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9f5c960d_ae83_445b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5c7796ae_abc4_4bec_80d9_9][bookmark: _PAR__12_1a2c6113_5f08_4c04_afe4_4943ff9][bookmark: _LINE__28_109d725d_1cf3_4c8d_a36c_c4d296][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4d80ef87_3779_45f3][bookmark: _LINE__29_d7bee101_3977_4ce0_ad77_5c5e94]Sec. 9.  30-A MRSA §4852, sub-§2, ¶A, as repealed and replaced by PL 1989, c. 48, §§5 and 31, is amended by enacting a new subparagraph (7) to read:
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[bookmark: _PAR__15_b90fb0a2_159a_4654_b83e_04c0d68][bookmark: _LINE__34_51cdefa4_cdf2_43a0_b5dc_6a727f]This bill makes the following changes to the municipal general assistance program.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_3c7cdb3a_171e_4b9a_9323_dd88658][bookmark: _LINE__35_621d01e2_1a68_486b_b71a_49d82f][bookmark: _LINE__36_9c956844_a72b_47aa_87ce_142a22][bookmark: _LINE__37_6ef41bba_a775_43c8_b8f9_e4becc]1.  It provides that a person receiving housing assistance that meets or exceeds the maximum level in a municipal ordinance is eligible for assistance for other basic necessities.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_0beecdd8_38f9_408c_88eb_d5df156][bookmark: _LINE__38_a7958e86_75ad_4146_91bf_ffc54e][bookmark: _LINE__39_614b4dc5_cdd3_4178_8801_f26635][bookmark: _LINE__40_88db1f68_201c_43df_b290_6f90b2]2.  It extends presumed eligibility for general assistance for a person who is experiencing or facing homelessness but is unable to be housed in an emergency shelter because the shelter is full or because the municipality does not operate a shelter.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_cab415a2_7b30_4264_aa2a_fbf9276][bookmark: _PAR__1_271a8d86_0278_494e_b1c9_0aa8a6ed][bookmark: _LINE__1_03e84dba_d19b_4305_87d8_2488dc0][bookmark: _LINE__2_ff7b3de1_8ffe_4108_be14_7f7ef59][bookmark: _LINE__3_dc1c05dd_4ea7_42d2_888a_c487737][bookmark: _LINE__4_19c00e3d_0420_4050_a450_ce5e85b][bookmark: _LINE__5_59fc1a34_1c5d_4a44_88d7_9e8df40]3.  It requires the Department of Health and Human Services to reimburse municipalities and Indian tribes for 100% of the costs of providing emergency shelter to a person eligible for general assistance residing in a homeless shelter.  If a municipality does not reimburse the emergency shelter for general assistance costs, the department is required to reimburse the shelter directly.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_27d96d88_a6a4_4a43_9f98_f7fde072][bookmark: _LINE__6_63e5e73e_cced_46a5_a5a6_a3b3c3c][bookmark: _LINE__7_41172b59_2f0c_42c6_aee6_cf2ecf4][bookmark: _LINE__8_77b62126_ccdd_4c61_bb63_254aaa1][bookmark: _LINE__9_2ae35122_7ea7_4c02_817b_344eace]4.  It requires a person who is receiving rental assistance under the general assistance program for more than 30 days to be prioritized for housing vouchers administered by the Maine State Housing Authority.  Rules to implement this requirement are routine technical rules.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c0d6dc47_3d05_4028_ad23_e3d874f9][bookmark: _LINE__10_bef04628_0a31_4163_9ac4_2b2b58][bookmark: _LINE__11_68de0f5f_b3b4_4d55_ac97_9f3156][bookmark: _LINE__12_bedf2a90_5479_4937_a810_c9b18c][bookmark: _LINE__13_dd03e22d_55bc_4328_9b7c_cdbc27]5.  It transfers unspent state funds for general assistance to the Department of Health and Human Services for rental assistance programs administered by the office of behavioral health and to the Maine State Housing Authority for the Housing Opportunities for Maine Program.
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