132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Amend the Law Governing Notification to Vehicle Owners and Lienholders When a Vehicle Is Towed or Left Without Permission on Residential or Business Property
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Law Governing Notification to Vehicle Owners and Lienholders When a Vehicle Is Towed or Left Without Permission on Residential or Business Property
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0042246_d6df_4a39_a045][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c5f716cf_9658_4b65_9f5f_5a6][bookmark: _PAR__12_c6769bb0_2e1a_4b73_bfae_a62b683][bookmark: _LINE__41_294852d4_b0b4_417d_96f1_533e5e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__57b0f189_0fd7_43c7_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__33815e40_976d_4f01_b8][bookmark: _LINE__42_18bf80fc_b9c2_4f10_9a24_5739e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cfe1752f_fcc2_4b50_b20][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d000ad81_1c7f_4dc7_b0b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a22f680e_68d9_42fb_be][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9f7a7d5c_2ebe_4998_bbd][bookmark: _LINE__43_70466f50_c68d_4d41_b411_391156][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__6e8cc497_bade_4a8f_a69b_839][bookmark: _PAGE__2_c2f74d2f_f42a_49ad_8199_338dc62][bookmark: _PAR__1_7f0421f8_2153_4324_8bd3_07c96056][bookmark: _LINE__1_11859697_422f_47e2_be2e_c5e1d19][bookmark: _LINE__2_d2474285_4245_400d_9393_c44560e][bookmark: _LINE__3_c8d477e9_9762_4568_961f_f887e35][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6d91ffb6_9f10_44b7_9a][bookmark: _LINE__4_8e37482d_0e79_4ba2_b2f1_7172b49][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9f5794ba_d02f_495a_a0][bookmark: _LINE__5_467a74f0_36e1_4021_bec6_c9c9159][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c25c894b_2fc2_4dd4_9e][bookmark: _LINE__6_6cc591b9_1950_477f_8020_c745d80]2.  Contents of notification from owner of premises where vehicle located to vehicle owner.  A notification under subsection 1 or 1‑A must include the vehicle's make, model, year, body type, vehicle identification number and any registration and plates on the vehicle.  This notification also must include the date the vehicle came into possession of the owner, the owner's agent or person in charge of the premises where the vehicle is located, under what circumstances the vehicle came into that person's possession, an itemization of all charges due and the condition of the vehicle, including whether the vehicle is salvage.  For the purposes of this subsection, the condition of the vehicle may be documented by photograph or in writing.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bb016d52_be44_4a4b_8468][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4e4c3811_753d_40f8_87ff_369][bookmark: _PAR__6_323667f4_9cc0_45a9_8b62_6918ea39][bookmark: _LINE__19_b63d2e56_629e_4a82_91a4_2552d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b26924ef_4243_4634_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9c67a4aa_95ae_4cc2_bcc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4b2d49fd_ca07_450a_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__15420a83_749a_44b9_96][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3ead116d_14bb_4b24_bc6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__446d7eb8_6b7e_41ec_b8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__461ad3a2_c9b2_4e34_a7f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__27d71966_6ede_409e_94][bookmark: _LINE__20_7345f3ad_48a2_477f_86dd_dab3a4][bookmark: _LINE__21_4ad30b4d_66f9_4238_b577_19cf07][bookmark: _LINE__22_cd3514ac_32cc_49ae_834b_8a6d0f][bookmark: _LINE__23_b67929f7_b9ca_4796_9e51_ca6282][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__db46eaf8_dcff_4b24_bb][bookmark: _LINE__24_1d013a22_13aa_403b_8b82_096659][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__65bb92c3_99fa_49eb_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7d72ced2_5e58_4b1e_b0][bookmark: _LINE__25_7e89c0bf_5d6c_402d_8b3a_859955][bookmark: _LINE__26_313e3ca8_4eae_45b2_8b86_0310e9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2fdfd33e_189a_4975_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f15e9282_22cd_4cce_a2][bookmark: _LINE__27_5b486f92_750c_47b8_b204_ec8593][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5929088a_f114_4fe0_b1e][bookmark: _LINE__28_eac7c961_a1f2_47d2_9467_c65811][bookmark: _LINE__29_86976b4f_20b6_4e56_ae04_57c2c0][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0d279671_0a8b_4262_b18][bookmark: _LINE__30_68bd6df3_833f_4349_9e05_acc0a4]3.  Response.  On receipt of a notification report under subsection 1 or 1‑A 2-A, the Secretary of State shall inform the vehicle owner and lienholder, if any, by regular mail that the vehicle is being claimed under the abandoned vehicle law.  The notice to the vehicle owner and lienholder, if any, must identify the vehicle by the year, make, model and vehicle identification number, provide a copy of the report filed with the Secretary of State under subsection 2-A, give the name and address of the party claiming ownership, and state the charges against the vehicle that the owner and lienholder, if any, must pay to retrieve the vehicle, and include the date that the title or letter of ownership will pass to the new owner.  If the party is claiming ownership of the vehicle pursuant to section 603, subsection 6, the notice must inform the vehicle owner and lienholder that the owner must pay to the Secretary of State the fee required in section 603 to transfer the title.  A copy of this letter must be provided to the person claiming ownership.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a70315b2_345a_4314][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a034fca2_2790_4361_9707_8][bookmark: _PAR__11_b36bb6a1_c087_4dda_b069_6a24a03][bookmark: _LINE__42_91f744d5_3bf5_451b_aeed_6ee365][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__38841b76_0029_4dec][bookmark: _LINE__43_e0ee13ae_b4fa_4330_b77e_f9d567]Sec. 2.  29-A MRSA §1856, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2017, c. 240, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d7d4cbbe_9504_4195_884d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__dfb0f28d_7709_48e9_ba0b_969][bookmark: _PAGE__3_879abb31_dc79_431a_a616_7b74171][bookmark: _PAR__1_40d846b4_0f53_477e_9bf5_c7789704][bookmark: _LINE__1_e7a7b549_61db_45ba_b0cb_a1d8c60][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7d837c57_d705_4407_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__16c7eca6_1eee_42fe_9c8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f6566e26_6fd9_419e_87a][bookmark: _LINE__2_ae3e6123_ee3e_464e_979d_5b34d90][bookmark: _LINE__3_46492fda_6438_4ba9_8acc_7320bb8][bookmark: _LINE__4_28ccfe8e_1c54_4591_8fea_adadce3][bookmark: _LINE__5_ebbc7761_4fe4_49ee_834a_aa6b37b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c43d94cc_4d84_4697_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0a6fc5fa_12c4_45a6_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6037a611_5030_4916_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b2779e33_f3c9_4b36_ac][bookmark: _LINE__6_49fddbee_064e_4bd2_8b19_0f2779c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__384338a1_6100_4a33_84][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__16f63e52_b68b_40a7_a5a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__557a710a_2fee_467a_86d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d7488c9c_1e0d_430b_b31][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d1b89b0c_5847_4f3a_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__995619d6_b88b_4467_93]1.  Evidence of compliance.  A person who has complied with section 1854, subsection 4 shall present evidence of compliance to the Secretary of State immediately after the 14-day notice period.  The Secretary of State may not issue a letter of ownership or certificate of title until at least 21 days after the date on which the person who has possession of and control over the vehicle notified reported to the Secretary of State by complying in compliance with section 1854, subsection 1 or 1‑A and section 1854, subsection 2 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__67e0d55c_2ceb_4bff][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a1399ccb_651b_4c3e_91c3_a][bookmark: _PAR__2_7b6d1c17_ab2a_49c5_8395_01d41993][bookmark: _LINE__7_038d822a_4705_4e45_bf3b_483b982][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3708cb9d_ccbb_46d7][bookmark: _LINE__8_007b367d_bbb5_412f_a54b_5c311f0]Sec. 3.  29-A MRSA §1857, as amended by PL 2021, c. 515, §2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__a64d9631_255e_415b_98e6_9ddd][bookmark: _PAR__3_31e7d39b_01b7_4a86_8836_5146a98a][bookmark: _LINE__9_8d3ed869_bbce_4915_88b8_a519f34][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cd9dfa3a_e525_4b16_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8ca15eae_c65a_423a_ac83][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1a173c7b_3198_4e64_85]§1857.  Fee limits
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4834f5f3_0faf_4f5d_803d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b422d545_a2ed_435c_9dff_ba4][bookmark: _PAR__4_43405aa1_78b3_4810_ab9c_aaae0962][bookmark: _LINE__10_8cf4ab2a_8893_402a_9847_d9a802][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__55486695_756f_41ab_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2acc0328_418a_4403_807][bookmark: _LINE__11_2edbc559_d25f_433a_ae8b_d332e1][bookmark: _LINE__12_761ead6b_ccbd_45d2_941b_6d9b26][bookmark: _LINE__13_72d119a3_8a5c_4128_aed6_ad1173][bookmark: _LINE__14_9272ba1c_3ccc_4cc8_aad6_4e7345][bookmark: _LINE__15_031c2222_adb1_4dd9_b9c0_16162f][bookmark: _LINE__16_bd92517e_4018_487f_b5c2_2cdbd2]1.  Storage fees.  If the report to the Secretary of State required by section 1854 is made more than 14 days after receipt of a vehicle described in section 1851 or if the report is not submitted to the Secretary of State, the person holding the vehicle may not collect more than 14 days of storage fees.  Daily storage charges must be reasonable and total storage charges may not exceed $1,500 for a 30-day period. A storage fee may not be charged for storage for any period before the date upon which notification under section 1854, subsection 1 to the vehicle owner and lienholder, if any, was made.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4211d148_60c7_4544_9ac3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__64fe78d4_1fbf_4e2f_9951_201][bookmark: _PAR__5_57969949_a493_43c1_866c_753182ab][bookmark: _LINE__17_5cc14db2_c5b6_46ae_8cdd_72853f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b87b4e25_3682_4f48_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fe9f2520_80a0_4a77_a95][bookmark: _LINE__18_1be2ca5e_3a27_4ea1_95a8_08bb82][bookmark: _LINE__19_c12866dc_8f64_4c77_8a7f_dfcf45][bookmark: _LINE__20_a07ccaca_f3cb_4761_ba3e_bea26e][bookmark: _LINE__21_8a86a8f9_dba2_4594_9691_f34db9]2.  Requirement to itemize invoice for towing.  Before receiving payment for a charge relating to a vehicle that was towed as described in section 1851, subsection 1, 2 or 3, the owner of the premises to which the vehicle was towed, or the owner's agent, shall provide to the vehicle owner a detailed invoice for all costs incurred in the recovery, towing, cleanup or storage of the towed vehicle and its contents.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bdb6af76_e644_403a_ac8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__428c1cf5_b266_414f_a690_da3][bookmark: _PAR__6_d3b266c0_05a8_4c35_9d3f_40560ae9][bookmark: _LINE__22_b033d5de_e8dc_49f7_b3de_7a7a12][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__76a19704_70ba_44ca_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__47fcdfe4_06f5_41bb_b2d][bookmark: _LINE__23_40540e69_7b62_42c5_97e2_15e598][bookmark: _LINE__24_6b3bb58b_9e5b_4f19_8be3_aad84b]3.  No payment for towing without itemization.  A vehicle owner or lienholder who has received a notification in writing in accordance with section 1854, subsection 1 is not required to pay for any towing charge not itemized on an invoice under subsection 2.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__30ec4db1_328f_4774_a18c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b542ca20_abb1_4fc2_86ad_1bd][bookmark: _PAR__7_8d3547bf_0f2c_4ff5_bd35_f9663502][bookmark: _LINE__25_15fef9d2_1eb8_46da_bf4f_fdab5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e8d17377_1f0d_4cad_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__54eb2a51_a121_4ddf_852][bookmark: _LINE__26_1c7d65a5_66b3_4548_88f2_6a0be3]4.  Failure to comply.  Failure to comply with this section constitutes an unfair trade practice under Title 5, chapter 10.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__397c55be_0629_4912_aacb_d3c081][bookmark: _PAR__8_64806b0e_2d8f_4635_b331_5608ce0d][bookmark: _LINE__27_03e2aa9c_1da1_4a21_9a61_f51055]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_0e984c00_73ac_43d9_9015_7ef4e2f0][bookmark: _LINE__28_187683a5_ec86_4573_94f5_f1507f][bookmark: _LINE__29_98a3ebc9_caf4_4be1_a32d_077ab1]This bill amends the law governing required notifications to vehicle owners when a vehicle is towed or left on residential or business premises.  
[bookmark: _PAR__10_49525aea_0f29_4602_ad21_d0a3e50][bookmark: _LINE__30_3d69abdc_f1af_4177_bc2f_ec1beb][bookmark: _LINE__31_19c00e40_d27c_4018_8651_c9e73f][bookmark: _LINE__32_7916e5fb_58d4_4ea2_9d79_f24990][bookmark: _LINE__33_0a1ec0ac_855c_4858_b47e_91cec0]1.  It requires that, within 48 hours of the time a vehicle is taken into custody, the owner of the premises where the vehicle is located must notify the vehicle owner and lienholder, if any, that the owner of the premises is in possession of the vehicle.  The bill specifies the information that must be included in the notice.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_32c7e313_bac1_49f4_9a33_32eaca2][bookmark: _LINE__34_c9e57756_6dd1_4689_92f0_b04367][bookmark: _LINE__35_e7e21e2b_fe4b_4070_8e70_ebdad4][bookmark: _LINE__36_08c4bf81_ca43_40d4_b4cc_744c15][bookmark: _LINE__37_116449fd_6fbe_4f61_9ecf_a46e90]2.  It requires the owner of the premises where the vehicle is located to report to the Secretary of State within 14 days of taking the vehicle into custody that the owner of the premises is in possession of the vehicle.  The bill specifies the information that must be included in the report.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_1a83055d_2c91_40b1_bb41_301fc92][bookmark: _LINE__38_1d9c2ede_643d_4f0a_ba90_25a921][bookmark: _LINE__39_1102170a_290a_4ab3_8707_324e72][bookmark: _LINE__40_3043cf03_ac67_4bae_bdfd_b6604a]3.  As in current law, it requires the Secretary of State to inform the vehicle owner and lienholder, if any, by regular mail that the vehicle is being claimed under the abandoned vehicle law.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_9f673496_9c50_46b3_b5b0_5a6fa88][bookmark: _LINE__41_1358c008_08d9_41b4_94f5_5d3bbd][bookmark: _LINE__42_00aa0a92_c158_4ba4_81c7_d8ae57]4.  It requires itemized invoices for towing charges and provides that failure to comply with the fee limits and requirements constitutes an unfair trade practice.
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