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An Act To Increase Campaign Finance Transparency and Accountability in Municipal Elections
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__90f92d4b_8e1c_4ae6_8951][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5c89a444_98d3_4947_b6e4_9c6][bookmark: _PAR__3_3245c941_6dee_4584_84b4_5bfc37a0][bookmark: _LINE__4_1042944a_fb77_43d2_aedb_02e40cc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__495ee103_7aba_4620_ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__44d22d0d_a21c_46e3_9ee][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e9fe96b4_a2b4_4d78_9b][bookmark: _LINE__5_e3b9eca4_0a64_4783_beff_9091dc4][bookmark: _LINE__6_21c2975e_291b_4d78_a8b6_82f4357][bookmark: _LINE__7_ae4b8373_1013_430b_9849_e52470c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__55c25533_1345_4867_82][bookmark: _LINE__8_aa1a94f3_93fb_4da8_b01d_74bcbd1][bookmark: _LINE__9_bff6e466_314c_4cb2_a4ec_2413546][bookmark: _LINE__10_a667a7a3_fd78_4640_b0cb_216bfb][bookmark: _LINE__11_2a96856b_d6e0_4aac_80f7_a62313][bookmark: _LINE__12_1aaddde6_85ec_4be1_b9d7_e4eea6][bookmark: _LINE__13_f4010c7b_0b53_497c_97ed_c53448][bookmark: _LINE__14_e1faa225_99d9_4f14_8fd3_6e7365][bookmark: _LINE__15_33666b20_69da_4118_b9d7_110528][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__183fd0af_d93d_4ae6_96][bookmark: _LINE__16_7da85266_cd62_4499_b18d_bb5bd9][bookmark: _LINE__17_a0582fbf_88fa_426e_b0c4_3318e8]3.  Role of the municipal clerk; commission.  For candidates for municipal office in towns or cities with a population of 50,000 or more, the commission is responsible for the registration of candidates, receipt of reports and distribution of information or forms.  For candidates for municipal office in towns or cities with a population of less than 50,000, the municipal clerk is responsible for any duty assigned to the commission in this subchapter related to the registration of candidates, receipt of reports and distribution of information or forms, unless otherwise provided.  Notwithstanding any other deadline set forth in this chapter, candidates shall file their reports by the close of business on the day of the filing deadline established for the office of the municipal clerk.  The commission retains the sole authority to prescribe the content of all reporting forms.  The commission does not have responsibility to oversee the filing of registrations or campaign finance reports relating to municipal campaigns in towns or cities with a population of less than 50,000, except that the commission has the discretion to conduct investigations and assess penalties under subsection 3‑A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ab7dd6f1_4b4a_4df3_9572][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dc6ea351_16a9_4db6_a387_fd14][bookmark: _PAR__6_c589b23e_a408_4003_8524_30237a3f][bookmark: _LINE__30_05cf146f_3775_494e_9ac0_3f12f2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4fd475c5_0c3d_44b6_8c2][bookmark: _LINE__31_4e71085d_707e_42b3_b80c_e54429][bookmark: _LINE__32_158c6a88_c708_4e20_b028_23b794][bookmark: _LINE__33_8da7c0ae_746e_4d15_a025_5d2d31][bookmark: _LINE__34_c6b67455_9e4b_4e05_8168_f28fb2][bookmark: _LINE__35_d42db94c_b7f1_478b_813e_175be4][bookmark: _LINE__36_4119d844_0cd5_4f21_ba08_3eb507][bookmark: _LINE__37_1e2747ce_4736_4cc5_9e72_a1cbb3][bookmark: _LINE__38_c24fd71b_6a0e_4983_aa24_9baec1][bookmark: _LINE__39_98967b8e_3f8f_4cf9_9dfb_78c0f2]C.  If the candidate has an opponent who is on the ballot or who is a declared write-in candidate, any single contribution of $1,000 or more received or any single expenditure of $1,000 or more made after the 14th day before any election and more than 24 hours before 11:59 p.m. on the day of any election must be reported within 24 hours of that contribution or expenditure.  The candidate or treasurer is not required to include in this report expenditures for overhead expenses or compensation paid to an employee or other member of the campaign staff who has received payments at regular intervals that have been disclosed in previously filed campaign finance reports. As used in this paragraph, "overhead expenses" includes, but is not limited to, rent, utility payments, taxes, insurance premiums or similar administrative expenses.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__899499b1_a198_4a5f_88f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e5ab8d7b_6087_4716_972e_01ad][bookmark: _PAGE__3_4cacda2d_3b7a_4149_9d26_b2d7eb9][bookmark: _PAR__1_468fa095_e99e_413e_a52b_efaa8004][bookmark: _LINE__1_dfebf830_5172_4841_93a0_58477c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3e337a8d_9124_4f4d_956][bookmark: _LINE__2_175fa4bd_9481_4b03_b8d7_2e6d6d7][bookmark: _LINE__3_8fd359de_5c6c_488c_9482_89cdcc4][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b4691c11_112c_4c5f_b79][bookmark: _LINE__4_775d658d_25e6_418e_aaae_8ebf75b][bookmark: _LINE__5_254a59d7_15f5_4441_b4db_fe50c67][bookmark: _LINE__6_f34045a4_a9d4_46f9_93ea_1602c3a][bookmark: _LINE__7_d0881a08_d9d8_4d6a_915d_3701b7b][bookmark: _LINE__8_46bbc9cf_0738_43d2_a272_d466365][bookmark: _LINE__9_3772c6d2_5c61_4e9f_b7f6_ede82d8][bookmark: _LINE__10_05a6da31_2bb0_40dc_8c74_41b0f1][bookmark: _LINE__11_f5ec582b_b1a8_4f67_abd7_20c8d8][bookmark: _LINE__12_01a5712f_f056_4cc4_8de6_d566cb]E.  Unless further reports will be filed in relation to a later election in the same calendar year, the disposition of any surplus or deficit in excess of $100 shown in the reports described in paragraph D must be reported as provided by this paragraph.  The treasurer of a candidate with a surplus or deficit in excess of $100 shall file reports semiannually with the commission within 15 days following the end of the 2nd and 4th quarters of the State's fiscal year, complete as of the last day of the quarter, until the surplus is disposed of or the deficit is liquidated.  The first report under this paragraph is not required until the 15th day of the period beginning at least 90 days from the date of the election.  The reports will be considered timely if filed electronically or in person with the commission on that date or postmarked on that date.  The reports must set forth any contributions for the purpose of liquidating the deficit, in the same manner as contributions are set forth in other reports required in this section.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2b897382_4bb7_49e1_94c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__908212df_dd50_4516_b3b1_fb5][bookmark: _PAR__6_e0223bba_5950_4f3c_8cee_cfaa33a0][bookmark: _LINE__25_5f9cbf6f_d3b1_4bbd_9bdb_6dfd82][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0144bda4_5ec4_48b3_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0693adcb_cfd7_4aa8_aa8][bookmark: _LINE__26_35084e2d_fd86_4985_a0e6_66103c][bookmark: _LINE__27_bd336a1e_63da_4f4f_912f_e48910][bookmark: _LINE__28_3b0d5537_6de7_42ad_b115_f93520][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b9c8fc69_277d_42ec_8e][bookmark: _LINE__29_473db42f_8d23_413a_b600_d3b64f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fd2fbb62_bb56_4c8a_bd][bookmark: _LINE__30_9afb7c81_add4_4e99_98a9_805fd1]4.  Report required; content; rules.  A person, party committee or political action committee that makes any independent expenditure in excess of $250 during any one candidate's election shall file a report with the commission.  In the case of a municipal election in a town or city with a population of less than 50,000, the report must be filed with the municipal clerk and the clerk shall post each report received on the municipality's publicly accessible website within 24 hours after the applicable deadline.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1d0b8e7b_a8f1_449c_91f7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3a077c2c_e66e_4bbc_9ab5_774a][bookmark: _PAGE__4_23174e63_2eae_4467_850b_5ffd239][bookmark: _PAR__1_0495f71d_8297_4da7_9445_c3aced3d][bookmark: _LINE__1_d236c01a_12dd_41a4_8e83_10f8e54][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b9424e7b_cfa1_41c2_8f7][bookmark: _LINE__2_78b8f6da_9dc8_4709_9bc7_89a4b8a][bookmark: _LINE__3_3c235da9_32fd_4d6a_972b_0e102ed][bookmark: _LINE__4_e56abccc_5f8c_406e_9baa_350ed90][bookmark: _LINE__5_47cdea1f_6a2e_413d_8cb6_2a9ed10][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7bf22db8_bd1c_4b1d_b95][bookmark: _LINE__6_4f1ceac6_3eb0_4f9a_b2d9_d9abc2a][bookmark: _LINE__7_198c8a51_baa1_4680_a24c_712244c][bookmark: _LINE__8_29b90ff7_6815_4010_b379_289348a][bookmark: _LINE__9_4858fe9a_ca79_4ccd_b603_488feee][bookmark: _LINE__10_de01c880_1c0a_4e4f_addd_70169d]C.  A report required by this subsection must be on a form prescribed and prepared by the commission.  A person filing this report may use additional pages if necessary, but the pages must be the same size as the pages of the form.  The commission may adopt procedures requiring the electronic filing of an independent expenditure report, as long as the commission receives the statement made under oath or affirmation set out in paragraph B by the filing deadline and the commission adopts an exception for persons who lack access to the required technology or the technological ability to file reports electronically.  The commission may adopt procedures allowing for the signed statement to be provisionally filed by facsimile or electronic mail, as long as the report is not considered complete without the filing of the original signed statement.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_790df1fb_fc81_446b_b868_9a060ae7][bookmark: _LINE__31_f9c33458_beb8_4cfe_8586_7381a1][bookmark: _LINE__32_65738fc0_649a_414e_a27b_5f4e0a][bookmark: _LINE__33_8e65947f_0ec8_4349_a960_ff789e][bookmark: _LINE__34_3d3f1ff3_d24d_4423_ac9a_c46a07][bookmark: _LINE__35_91a71e31_d202_4147_8b32_bb49e9][bookmark: _LINE__36_4650abdb_fa44_4233_b9c9_8cf83d][bookmark: _LINE__37_11877d0e_4378_4f5c_afa6_b2ec7b][bookmark: _LINE__38_56264cc6_b6e6_4550_8da4_012b6a][bookmark: _LINE__39_20891c2f_937f_4526_8eab_8675b0][bookmark: _LINE__40_5f24bc88_3726_4afe_ab0b_e84657][bookmark: _LINE__41_9f6e10d7_3387_4779_8549_53a31b]This bill requires a candidate or a political action committee seeking to influence the election of a candidate for municipal office of a town or city with a population of 50,000 or more to submit registrations and campaign finance reports with the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices instead of with the municipal clerk, and it requires a town or city with a population of less than 50,000 to post campaign finance reports on the municipality's publicly accessible website within 24 hours after the deadline for filing campaign finance reports.  This bill also makes the commission responsible for oversight of the filing of registrations and campaign finance reports relating to municipal referenda campaigns in a town or city with a population of 50,000 or more.  The bill also makes it a requirement for the municipal clerk to refer a potential violation to the commission.  Current law makes it permissive.
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