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An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Right to Know Advisory Committee Concerning Public Records Requests
L.D. 
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Right to Know Advisory Committee Concerning Public Records Requests
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__837bbb46_e654_43b3_9fa6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__53e6e60c_7c48_4404_8b5a_dc2][bookmark: _PAR__3_4f12873d_19f8_498f_9096_15521611][bookmark: _LINE__4_dc1823e1_461a_44ca_9d5d_79b7690][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__db66d76e_2ea7_440a_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f565193f_74ce_4049_91f][bookmark: _LINE__5_429158e6_3a3c_4e75_bf48_3a80ceb][bookmark: _LINE__6_ecd3f4b7_2cf8_4a8a_8b75_3ad0e76][bookmark: _LINE__7_2f264bb7_78c7_49d0_be24_5da04bc][bookmark: _LINE__8_7e037af1_f6c8_4237_88e5_6a43137][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__917b4782_9ce2_4dc4_9a][bookmark: _LINE__9_f0749714_247e_49a8_9512_72eb874][bookmark: _LINE__10_e1be8125_490b_4c66_b114_781f75][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d950c727_da08_44b4_89][bookmark: _LINE__11_41cffc99_35d5_4814_af08_9dd36c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__57ac0b42_e737_4c4f_989][bookmark: _LINE__12_d0b7a7d3_12e8_494f_bb99_5c1868][bookmark: _LINE__13_4f1e652e_880f_49c9_8861_509409][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__eaece6c4_8383_485c_848]4.  Refusals; denials.  If a body or an agency or official having custody or control of any public record refuses permission to inspect or copy or abstract a public record, the body or agency or official shall provide, within 5 working days of the receipt of the request for inspection or copying, written notice of the denial, stating the reason for the denial or the expectation that the request will be denied in full or in part following a review.  A request or series of requests for inspection or copying may be denied, in whole or in part, on the basis that the request or series of requests is unduly burdensome or oppressive if the procedures established in subsection 4‑A are followed.  Failure to comply with this subsection is considered failure to allow inspection or copying and is subject to appeal as provided in section 409.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_7b7b5480_ba22_45f2_89df_c8d695d0][bookmark: _LINE__8_9087ba8c_5243_4ce6_838a_7171edd][bookmark: _LINE__9_1c847ea7_18b4_4987_9273_8c395c3][bookmark: _LINE__10_b7e7ddee_6b7f_448b_92e5_d9c140][bookmark: _LINE__11_4816a911_50eb_4cb1_a55d_3e5729][bookmark: _LINE__12_9c25002d_e243_4634_acee_1d42cd][bookmark: _LINE__13_3c157f2f_a984_48b2_861f_04d6cf][bookmark: _LINE__14_e5f96875_ca77_493d_b697_6e83c5][bookmark: _LINE__15_291c94a5_27d6_4da2_9cec_957698][bookmark: _LINE__16_b804dd88_8509_4cd6_99eb_2f62f9]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary to implement statutory changes recommended by the Right to Know Advisory Committee.  The joint standing committee has not taken a position on the substance of this bill.  By reporting this bill out, the joint standing committee is not suggesting and does not intend to suggest that it agrees or disagrees with any aspect of this bill; instead, the committee is reporting the bill out for the sole purpose of having a bill printed that can be referred to the committee for an appropriate public hearing and subsequent processing in the normal course.  The joint standing committee is taking this action to ensure clarity and transparency in the legislative review of the proposals contained in the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b5e9a1b3_1627_42ab_ba3f_939561d8][bookmark: _LINE__17_b9118e06_acd2_4b97_9b5a_053f21][bookmark: _LINE__18_667ac078_cbde_4036_a3fe_d06a80][bookmark: _LINE__19_921c01df_2f2a_459a_802e_315c06][bookmark: _LINE__20_45a8713b_eee4_4b09_ad06_e8ab37][bookmark: _LINE__21_bd92f968_16e9_4fd1_b0a4_5c1c92][bookmark: _LINE__22_6a5c4453_4a34_4a5f_b1b8_05954d][bookmark: _LINE__23_96629ba1_6e7e_4887_af06_ad1c1d][bookmark: _LINE__24_80c71e16_1fd9_4e47_875c_c88e03]The bill permits a body or agency or official to deny a series of requests for inspection or copying of a public record on the basis that the series of requests is unduly burdensome or oppressive.  The bill also allows a body, agency or official to seek protection from a request or series of requests that is unduly burdensome or oppressive by filing an action for an order of protection in the Superior Court for the county where the request or series of requests was made. The action must be filed within 60 days of the receipt of the request or, in the case of a series of requests, within 60 days of the point at which a body, agency or official determines that the series of requests is unduly burdensome or oppressive.
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