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An Act to Prohibit Offshore Wind Energy Development
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__591b7f68_1401_4dea_902][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__90a9a928_ab7a_4872_8bb6_0d476][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__274fc63a_4c97_4195_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_0059dd46_20d1_4326_af15_1b0cbe9][bookmark: _PAR__1_3e6609b4_9f85_49c9_84fe_a74cd014][bookmark: _LINE__1_de9b31c2_62a0_48ba_a3c5_7726b53]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8030c45e_06bb_445b_870b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__746e9b2b_125a_4912_80be_9b9][bookmark: _PAR__4_2392e8db_53a6_4dd5_8be0_fd4723cf][bookmark: _LINE__5_41cc5443_dd89_44c0_9f31_082a8b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6c4654b2_d4d1_4650_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__81ebe4c2_e014_4e6c_ad5][bookmark: _LINE__6_b3af4507_6cef_458b_b51e_38c4db2]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__819535f4_f384_4826_901c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ee7ac8a1_ba1c_419a_ab16_719a][bookmark: _PAR__14_02d07d5a_5fcc_437e_ab43_9af402b][bookmark: _LINE__33_3b628c64_c326_4f2d_b542_30b60d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f73377d4_e2e0_4c16_83a][bookmark: _LINE__34_c447c80c_c076_48ab_bbde_d51bd8][bookmark: _LINE__35_c3ba87cd_0b6f_4e55_87fd_e4b8c3][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__07bd7697_0bef_4fb3_91f][bookmark: _LINE__36_08a2d061_8afb_4067_922f_a3706a][bookmark: _LINE__37_df032c12_a01e_430e_9514_c512dc][bookmark: _LINE__38_4ebc0312_9142_4914_aa75_71065e][bookmark: _LINE__39_042c481d_4adc_400b_bff9_e993be]B.  An offshore wind energy demonstration project and its associated facilities proposed for location in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center designated by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry pursuant to Title 12, section 1868 and for which, prior to the effective date of this section, the commission has approved the terms of a long-term power purchase agreement.  Subsequent amendment of the terms of such an agreement does not affect the applicability of this exemption;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__4da2c7e3_5da0_4468_851d_613][bookmark: _PAR__3_5a1b5872_ebfd_4698_aff7_0f7077a2][bookmark: _LINE__10_ef51b98c_e4f1_4b1c_930d_b8dfa2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d33c5c95_0220_4e7a_aa0b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a7aa7fe3_18fe_40b9_83a][bookmark: _LINE__11_d8b4dbc8_85a7_400c_8832_a0dfc5][bookmark: _LINE__12_75626040_17cc_49bf_b74f_d332c4][bookmark: _LINE__13_55066f88_c739_4be1_a8fe_f9d27b][bookmark: _LINE__14_d8195c41_6a01_40f6_aa55_844b29](1)  The Governor's Energy Office has completed a strategic plan to inform the development of offshore wind power projects that minimizes conflict with existing maritime industries, particularly fishing; identifies opportunities to preserve existing maritime businesses and jobs; and maximizes jobs, investment, new technologies and sustainability;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d08b53b2_5c04_4c00_bbf3_83e][bookmark: _PAR__4_a231e44c_d545_4945_9ce9_ce061f8b][bookmark: _LINE__15_24db25f5_26b5_4dd2_8678_87426f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0c60bae3_05b2_433c_9684][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aa723ffd_7eab_4430_b5f][bookmark: _LINE__16_76a855da_7a93_492e_b1d3_536859][bookmark: _LINE__17_437738d8_4e94_492d_a815_52467e][bookmark: _LINE__18_751ad3ab_4ac2_4ce0_9325_db5e2c][bookmark: _LINE__19_a1ad2f06_67b8_415f_b54d_7f6348][bookmark: _LINE__20_70801f34_dd32_46ac_b100_cd50af](2)  The Governor's Energy Office, in consultation with other state agencies, has conducted a review of applicable state laws and rules to determine whether the existing offshore wind energy statutory and regulatory framework protects the State's coastal resources in a manner that avoids or minimizes adverse effects on coastal resources and users from the development of offshore wind power projects located seaward of the territorial waters; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a87c6b0a_0a75_4ea1_b11e_b4a][bookmark: _PAR__5_68f19814_324e_431f_9079_947c6060][bookmark: _LINE__21_030247e7_111f_45ac_9e3b_4d6e7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__41f1d803_bb38_4630_b4c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__61dce409_fa77_44fe_bdf][bookmark: _LINE__22_6d13cea8_defd_4ee8_8470_c7e25e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5d1cc2b5_4e80_4d70_9ed][bookmark: _LINE__23_e45cb718_e7f7_4f4b_a54d_5e3796][bookmark: _LINE__24_863ce82a_e44a_40e1_8239_ac834b](3)  The Governor's Energy Office, with input from the advisory board of the Offshore Wind Research Consortium established in section 3406, has identified the preliminary research questions the consortium seeks to answer regarding the development of offshore wind power projects.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f3bf9dbc_527d_4e77_b9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9a9eced8_6ecf_4e8d_ab65_bae][bookmark: _PAR__6_d0d93848_6f58_41f1_8cfd_a4dfd6e5][bookmark: _LINE__25_99fa1c1e_077e_402b_a24b_bc57ac][bookmark: _LINE__26_4259e51a_d0bd_465e_b3c8_6d4356][bookmark: _LINE__27_5384055d_7b24_47a6_a379_214ed9]The Governor's Energy Office shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utility matters when the conditions established under subparagraphs (1) to (3) are met.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__991188ce_3501][bookmark: _PAR__7_9b9e6e18_ccdc_4304_bc0d_7017afaa][bookmark: _LINE__28_5c806100_7bbb_4dc5_8444_5f4999][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f3f6c6c6_7892_4273][bookmark: _LINE__29_39730421_280e_40b9_b5b6_ebcd8a][bookmark: _LINE__30_8c21ceed_d182_4927_91d3_656118][bookmark: _LINE__31_2a3655da_b4f9_4ec5_80dc_8f7b8a][bookmark: _LINE__32_02bb4602_da27_455b_872f_f617fd][bookmark: _LINE__33_ba7e90b8_bd1a_4578_8693_f7b6e7]Sec. 2. Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry; submission of legislation.  On or before December 6, 2023, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature necessary to align those provisions of law under its jurisdiction with the prohibition on offshore wind power projects under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3405.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e9143674_840d][bookmark: _PAR__8_0f01f5de_56cb_4771_b322_8786a523][bookmark: _LINE__34_aa3f9f9c_9b12_4c72_8740_b7275b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__08a94046_a9ef_446c][bookmark: _LINE__35_e72a1328_2cdf_4906_ac6f_b73e2b][bookmark: _LINE__36_b91ae17b_a8dd_4f94_88c3_b47ed0][bookmark: _LINE__37_29160334_ccbc_4123_863c_e345f1][bookmark: _LINE__38_e0381657_de6f_4404_ae53_5aaa23]Sec. 3. Public Utilities Commission; submission of legislation.  On or before December 6, 2023, the Public Utilities Commission shall submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature necessary to align those provisions of law under its jurisdiction with the prohibition on offshore wind power projects under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3405.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b28717a3_3f19][bookmark: _PAR__9_eb892c95_ba40_4b4a_8bbd_21f4a173][bookmark: _LINE__39_55e6a1c3_3df9_4175_b791_a78b10][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__308857c4_cac9_4e94][bookmark: _LINE__40_e32b716d_2255_4432_a8e5_2a4af4][bookmark: _LINE__41_b3708681_4eed_42ce_b062_0ed72c][bookmark: _LINE__42_293dda43_e2ea_47a8_987a_445c8a][bookmark: _LINE__43_1d2a9b18_99e4_489a_b717_21b8eb]Sec. 4. Department of Environmental Protection; submission of legislation. On or before December 6, 2023, the Department of Environmental Protection shall submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature necessary to align those provisions of law under its jurisdiction with the prohibition on offshore wind power projects under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3405.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_d7dbe3e5_eba7_4a6c_854e_cf6db67e][bookmark: _LINE__2_b900dbae_af2d_49e5_a9e9_a0498c8][bookmark: _LINE__3_b48ce923_6f24_4baf_8b8a_8aa7f2b][bookmark: _LINE__4_7122c06b_2c2e_499c_a239_b523fe8][bookmark: _LINE__5_68983fe2_fda7_4cf9_b8fd_b490276][bookmark: _LINE__6_c875d07c_2abf_418e_ae9b_3adc941][bookmark: _LINE__7_9ff55617_b448_45c5_800c_53f884e][bookmark: _LINE__8_e86bfc28_37c8_4b1a_aa13_cc6a53e][bookmark: _LINE__9_ec5f54eb_5a20_4d42_bfae_4fe5693][bookmark: _LINE__10_fade4bf9_7747_41c5_af74_163cb5]This bill prohibits a state agency or municipality or other political subdivision of the State from licensing, permitting or otherwise approving or authorizing the siting, construction or operation of, or issuing a lease or granting an easement or other real property interest for, a windmill or wind turbine or tower for an offshore wind power project in state-owned submerged lands, territorial waters or federal waters. It directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the Public Utilities Commission and the Department of Environmental Protection to submit legislation to align the provisions of law under the agencies' respective jurisdictions with the prohibition on offshore wind power projects.
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