131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Reduce the Number of Children Living in Deep Poverty by Adjusting Assistance for Low-income Families
L.D. 
An Act to Reduce the Number of Children Living in Deep Poverty by Adjusting Assistance for Low-income Families
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b1494964_5ac9_4b5b_9963_4a3][bookmark: _PAR__5_54c1cea6_ae45_4745_bd32_756a6aa9][bookmark: _LINE__14_4cd76101_1c87_4157_9d51_22667d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e8a2defa_6762_4612_a207][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bb610d18_2953_4abc_94c][bookmark: _LINE__15_05fd1890_440a_4c64_ad88_e534e5][bookmark: _LINE__16_0d851224_cf8e_40f6_be75_1a840b][bookmark: _LINE__17_0e9d3284_674a_446f_88af_76c214][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__27538f4a_3964_456a_a2][bookmark: _LINE__18_06cd53f8_e938_4842_bf34_22924c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1a63e25e_737a_452d_9c][bookmark: _LINE__19_8392b6bd_ce55_46f8_b2d4_abaed9][bookmark: _LINE__20_e0bfd512_fe25_41d7_8831_9a069b][bookmark: _LINE__21_ff30fda2_9a82_4eda_9e0f_0bcaa6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1ca7ac83_796f_4669_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b79c9aa2_d872_4686_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9d6226e1_b920_4afe_a7][bookmark: _LINE__22_62f5ef28_f35b_4db9_a60b_0d3084][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e27b4303_1f8d_4df9_b5](6)  To provide a special housing allowance for TANF families whose shelter expenses for rent, mortgage or similar payments, homeowners insurance and property taxes equal or exceed 50% of their monthly income excluding any income disregarded pursuant to subparagraph (7‑D), divisions (a) and (b).  The special housing allowance is limited to in an amount not less than $300 per month for each family.  For purposes of this subparagraph, "monthly income" means the total of the TANF monthly benefit and all income countable under the TANF program, plus child support received by the family, excluding the $50 any pass-through payment payments;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a572f5e_e04c_4015_a1d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1cf708d8_faca_4754_b989_cfee][bookmark: _PAR__6_26c3b101_6193_4f17_acbe_7f1b2f13][bookmark: _LINE__18_1ea4887c_45f5_4062_af0f_c13826][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__709dab6d_b51e_4a54_8b1][bookmark: _LINE__19_92b67d89_b60f_4ceb_87f2_ed771e][bookmark: _LINE__20_74e0ba38_bbcd_4274_a787_33d393][bookmark: _LINE__21_9046932b_bad0_459f_a5e9_6653ae][bookmark: _LINE__22_91b80aff_8781_443b_b355_a4e48c][bookmark: _LINE__23_e8a604f1_dabf_4319_86ec_41f614][bookmark: _LINE__24_a4528460_f952_4a20_8a3e_d34526][bookmark: _LINE__25_bbed0f81_6ed3_498a_b399_abb380][bookmark: _LINE__26_b92ae80c_4ed0_4417_9748_957c6e][bookmark: _LINE__27_d02491d4_b26c_40a1_8f99_aa8e28]A.  An ASPIRE‑TANF participant who owns a vehicle and requires that vehicle in order to participate in activities agreed to in the family contract is eligible for transportation‑related support services in an amount at least sufficient to assist the participant in maintaining automobile liability insurance and in paying for repairs to the vehicle. The department shall provide a standardized payment for these services to eligible participants promptly upon the establishment of a family contract in which it is verified by the participant that the participant owns a vehicle that is necessary to participate in activities included in that family contract. The department may limit the payment for transportation‑related support services in this subsection to once per calendar year.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9cb5f407_f3f9_4c07_b08f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f3247564_0a5e_4b20_bd39_7a24][bookmark: _PAR__7_8620b528_60a0_47e5_a907_15238255][bookmark: _LINE__28_6a55677f_04ba_4efd_a5c2_3629d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__00838e92_1014_483f_a41][bookmark: _LINE__29_78488bad_62f7_4808_98dd_5a9fdf][bookmark: _LINE__30_87885971_b520_4f0a_aebf_4c5e9d][bookmark: _LINE__31_bf155f76_f9e6_4647_b95b_fca2a5][bookmark: _LINE__32_fbc3f33e_3c43_404e_9ea9_419dfd][bookmark: _LINE__33_10192cea_afb5_4eda_aea0_8d918b][bookmark: _LINE__34_ab2ab825_3d9b_4276_a1e9_7907b1][bookmark: _LINE__35_68bb28b7_6e4e_440b_9014_b2adc6][bookmark: _LINE__36_e5dcafb6_7f77_41d5_8554_e28300][bookmark: _LINE__37_da3b3312_0a81_408e_b4d5_925c55][bookmark: _LINE__38_aa7c3b1e_ef2f_43c3_b53d_ffb663]B.  An ASPIRE‑TANF participant who requires a vehicle to attend activities agreed to in the family contract is eligible for transportation‑related support services to pay for fuel necessary to participate in the activities agreed to in the family contract. Participants are eligible to receive the payments required under this paragraph upon the establishment of a family contract in which it is verified by the participant that the participant requires the use of a vehicle to participate in activities included in the family contract. The department shall calculate the mileage reimbursement amount for which the participant is eligible based on the distance traveled to and from activities listed in the family contract, including any travel necessary to accommodate child care arrangements. The department shall make this payment on a monthly basis and may not make the payment as a reimbursement. 
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_2063340a_2e81_40ac_bb5c_c5905514][bookmark: _LINE__4_9bbbc6e0_3c48_444f_b183_9ad0757][bookmark: _LINE__5_552103b9_ee2a_4796_9eab_3fc3735][bookmark: _LINE__6_6fea6e17_5d9e_4b14_9f18_1af9f8d][bookmark: _LINE__7_d57d4c9d_76bf_4721_ab34_d40cfa0][bookmark: _LINE__8_497c12d0_46bf_4cc5_b208_a395451][bookmark: _LINE__9_feacca78_ceae_4779_9304_f043404][bookmark: _LINE__10_9efd02d9_88b3_4290_9879_7d818c][bookmark: _LINE__11_7f2c5b55_9cb7_47f2_820b_85bc94][bookmark: _LINE__12_df450806_617b_4c74_9b01_a2a266][bookmark: _LINE__13_0730d91c_8fc1_42dd_998f_7569ca]This bill changes the policy goal of the provision of assistance to low‑income families to allow those families to live with economic stability and secure access to health care, based on reliable market data. The bill adjusts the standard of need for assistance and the maximum amount of monthly assistance to a standard and amount based on the federal poverty level. The bill increases the pass‑throughs of child support collections. The bill provides for a clothing allowance and payment for certain transportation support services and sets a lower limit on the amount of the special housing allowance for families receiving assistance under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program. The bill prohibits the Department of Health and Human Services from requiring verification of the use of payments for support services.
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