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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e5990018_d07c_41df_8b42][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__15a3fa08_9988_4566_b7f4_fb4a][bookmark: _PAR__4_7c66e4a5_834f_47b1_bb05_4a14f803][bookmark: _LINE__10_d4c152f4_23da_4195_b324_33d618][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6a2931ca_b6a8_4f58_87f][bookmark: _LINE__11_88c56116_ccdb_4bcd_9398_2c0501][bookmark: _LINE__12_c913fe0a_c583_433d_9b42_65ff6c][bookmark: _LINE__13_d2939003_0bf0_4b5f_aa04_bee237][bookmark: _LINE__14_12d474c7_af0a_45f7_9a37_641378][bookmark: _LINE__15_0e4c29b3_cf48_4906_bec0_516a73][bookmark: _LINE__16_657d4202_df7f_4b77_acc4_5603f1][bookmark: _LINE__17_78fc46ee_aed4_4759_bb13_498f94][bookmark: _LINE__18_4e5d4f2d_08c1_40f3_aa78_9fe408][bookmark: _LINE__19_e3a6eb1b_0003_466e_9ea8_19a002][bookmark: _LINE__20_4caa98f2_bb78_4f71_900c_7505fc]A.  For health plans issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2026, compensation provisions in a contract between an individual practice that is not affiliated with a hospital or a group practice up to 25 members that is not affiliated with a hospital and a carrier to provide health care services to enrollees of a health plan must include an increase in compensation for health care services from the prior year that reflects increases in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, CPI-U, over the previous year, as compiled by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. A carrier may not reduce fees for services covered under the contract for any reason other than to reflect changes to the national relative value unit standards determined by the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__afb0e31e_e223_4508_8988][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8fbfa56e_adef_44c0_92a8_cb31][bookmark: _PAR__5_2e7d78f6_6f56_4f31_b07b_8f761f97][bookmark: _LINE__21_1fd7157f_a14b_4bb8_b299_e16cf5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__abeabc1b_1775_4303_851][bookmark: _LINE__22_d92b28ef_11f1_48dc_b8bf_79cfed][bookmark: _LINE__23_b044662b_bb18_4fd0_bd71_560a78][bookmark: _LINE__24_aee642e8_875d_4667_aaa6_36ab3d][bookmark: _LINE__25_1fb9d66a_de75_4247_b629_3ce8f6][bookmark: _LINE__26_49c4e249_55ff_4bd9_b0fc_59d88e][bookmark: _LINE__27_1ac63b56_9796_425e_ac65_a5553c][bookmark: _LINE__28_9d634117_1e10_4621_add1_551c2f][bookmark: _LINE__29_42096d0f_b336_4c63_a24e_071577][bookmark: _LINE__30_8ff8114e_d0a4_475d_8a16_e244e0][bookmark: _LINE__31_697350e2_a464_4b76_96d8_743478][bookmark: _LINE__32_d4b3bb38_198a_4497_b12e_6f83c2][bookmark: _LINE__33_e3a88900_596d_48c6_985c_20f5c7]B.  This subsection does not require an individual practice that is not affiliated with a hospital or a group practice up to 25 members that is not affiliated with a hospital to accept or reject, or prohibit an individual practice that is not affiliated with a hospital or a group practice up to 25 members that is not affiliated with a hospital from accepting or rejecting, a contract or an amendment to an existing contract including any increase in compensation required by this subsection. A contract may not directly or indirectly waive the requirements of this subsection and a carrier may not discriminate against any category of individual practice that is not affiliated with a hospital or a group practice up to 25 members that is not affiliated with a hospital by excluding or limiting payment for health care services provided by an individual practice that is not affiliated with a hospital or a group practice up to 25 members that is not affiliated with a hospital in an effort to avoid the compensation provisions of this subsection.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4b11d089_4bc2][bookmark: _PAR__6_2d3cee3e_02d0_4229_8ba0_8242e0fc][bookmark: _LINE__34_55c84b10_44c3_472a_80ba_94ab60][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a3f1645a_e018_4dcc][bookmark: _LINE__35_a0ac280f_5bc2_453b_a7fa_c45910][bookmark: _LINE__36_05808f1e_04b0_4e57_9098_0d9a17][bookmark: _LINE__37_71b07c7c_a185_4b8d_9c2e_951770][bookmark: _LINE__38_82c62ba4_bb8d_4937_9da3_7ea96b][bookmark: _LINE__39_1b5b5c43_49fd_4819_9c1c_656667][bookmark: _LINE__40_b9d0fa3b_40ed_4667_bf6c_08e080]Sec. 2. Prohibition on altering contractual reimbursement during 2025. A carrier, as defined in Title 24-A, section 4301-A, subsection 3, offering a health plan, as defined in Title 24-A, section 4301-A, subsection 7, may not alter contractual reimbursement to an individual practice that is not affiliated with a hospital or a group practice up to 25 members that is not affiliated with a hospital during 2025 to reduce the baseline reimbursement for the purpose of reducing the compensation increase required pursuant to Title 24-A, section 4303, subsection 18-A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_1808f143_207d_4836_adff_e44cbf28][bookmark: _LINE__42_dd9e859e_35d0_4f78_a684_da60fa][bookmark: _LINE__43_637c3fd5_e35d_4170_abc8_f768e0][bookmark: _LINE__44_320ff18e_cede_44f0_9d24_7137e7][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__887faebb_7690_4bd5_ae89_63d][bookmark: _PAGE__2_cf611dc3_220a_418e_9ac4_98c3414][bookmark: _PAR__1_f06d2000_c8cb_4eff_8a84_1e50550e][bookmark: _LINE__1_9d86ef6e_d221_42b9_a566_b809c49][bookmark: _LINE__2_08576e7f_980a_4d0d_a010_8b60f3d][bookmark: _LINE__3_b95ce4f0_9d27_4905_a228_38e6fbf][bookmark: _LINE__4_0d9b374e_c67f_474d_a4ec_fe3f65b][bookmark: _LINE__5_7b7c64cd_956b_48a0_9ce3_236005d][bookmark: _LINE__6_ff6919c9_db5e_465a_9be1_c570e21][bookmark: _LINE__7_6d60dac2_9007_4fdb_9096_46a036b][bookmark: _LINE__8_1ccabe12_8b3a_403d_9964_2185baa][bookmark: _LINE__9_33a35736_f346_4988_8198_098f699][bookmark: _LINE__10_135af8c6_43b9_407a_95e9_f048d9][bookmark: _LINE__11_18f76fa1_162e_4908_b879_5d0530][bookmark: _LINE__12_47ce052c_9e01_4b52_acd6_9dd3e5][bookmark: _LINE__13_5e69317c_31f9_4cc7_92f0_74f065][bookmark: _LINE__14_cc0782b6_93fd_437d_b740_cf8a0b]This bill requires that, for health insurance plans issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2026, compensation provisions in a contract between an individual practice that is not affiliated with a hospital or a group practice up to 25 members that is not affiliated with a hospital and a health insurance carrier to provide health care services to enrollees of a health insurance plan must include an increase in compensation for health care services from the prior year that reflects increases in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, CPI-U, over the previous year, as compiled by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. This bill prohibits a health insurance carrier offering a health insurance plan from altering contractual reimbursement to an individual practice that is not affiliated with a hospital or a group practice up to 25 members that is not affiliated with a hospital during 2025 to reduce the baseline reimbursement for the purpose of reducing the required compensation increase. The bill also prohibits a health insurance carrier from reducing fees for services covered under a contract with an individual practice that is not affiliated with a hospital or a group practice up to 25 members that is not affiliated with a hospital for any reason other than to reflect changes to the national relative value unit standards determined by the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
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