132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Protect Recreational Trails by Establishing the Trails for the Future Program
L.D. 
An Act to Protect Recreational Trails by Establishing the Trails for the Future Program
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ed5eff36_85f0_4040_b0ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__29321a44_a5bf_4a02_b5ee_0a5][bookmark: _PAR__6_35189fd6_86dc_4392_ad3c_1857afee][bookmark: _LINE__10_892f8bab_1d00_4c8c_a25d_31e6a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ec337409_49a1_4019_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__659456d0_8f95_41c0_bc0][bookmark: _LINE__11_42cafd66_f17d_497d_9e59_cf7072][bookmark: _LINE__12_9e2fbe2f_3b70_4b71_b7aa_c0dcc1][bookmark: _LINE__13_1738413f_8036_403c_9895_46ebaa][bookmark: _LINE__14_f3bf70f9_c963_49d2_b24c_8df17d][bookmark: _LINE__15_0929871b_05c4_4d4c_ba8a_781ece][bookmark: _LINE__16_441fc0c3_4e57_422f_8bd8_c7d0f7][bookmark: _LINE__17_a1690670_f7fa_437a_8467_682c84]1.  Fund established.  There is established the Trails for the Future Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," that is administered by the board.  The fund consists of the proceeds from the sale of bonds authorized for the purposes set forth in subsection 3 and funds received as contributions from private and public sources for those purposes.  The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts, except that eligible investment earnings credited to the assets of the fund become part of the assets of the Land for Maine's Future Trust Fund under section 6203-D.  Any balance remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year must be carried forward for the next fiscal year.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__94886500_a3c0_4cea_aab6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2d111887_941a_448b_8332_1d3][bookmark: _PAR__8_a0c1dc3b_f941_41e1_8393_3c9d95fe][bookmark: _LINE__22_c6237998_2013_47db_9302_2121b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7e932d2a_7bd6_44f7_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3c452d94_d46d_4e95_827][bookmark: _LINE__23_6629d956_ff50_4dc4_b47d_008e8d][bookmark: _LINE__24_0a6de21a_06e6_43f5_b8cd_666f7a][bookmark: _LINE__25_b511993c_cee6_48e8_a1d7_ece537][bookmark: _LINE__26_6141c20d_c156_4f39_9347_d10d4a][bookmark: _LINE__27_7879dc86_4fbc_4908_bbe1_b66111][bookmark: _LINE__28_2469365f_223f_4e3c_a185_347cdf][bookmark: _LINE__29_dd3cb6dd_9f2e_47e9_971e_9e7aa7][bookmark: _LINE__30_5e452c59_538b_4097_b30f_db317d]3.  Fund proceeds.  The proceeds of the fund may be applied and expended to acquire property or interests in property that are designed to protect public access to recreational trails consistent with the provisions of Title 12, section 1892-A.  The board shall include as a condition of an acquisition or grant made under this section the requirement that the recreational trail on the acquired property may not be altered or developed in a manner that precludes its existing use, including use by a snowmobile or by an all-terrain vehicle, if applicable.  Consistent with the provisions of Title 12, section 1892-A, covenants obtained through expenditures of these funds are held by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3eb852c6_695f_4f6e_a6a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5edf09e3_e7cb_426b_9629_e71][bookmark: _PAR__6_eb513c1a_e86d_47d8_a1cb_64d14f5d][bookmark: _LINE__13_c51ee0e4_5a6e_4319_b6e3_76147d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__511b8674_9067_4c30_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__defe613d_324e_43f4_8e7][bookmark: _LINE__14_3ef21b76_cd04_4402_b3fe_66c077][bookmark: _LINE__15_2d66de39_04be_44d3_9638_5a0b4f][bookmark: _LINE__16_c08f7c89_fb2f_4251_bbf7_55acdc][bookmark: _LINE__17_599f567e_b229_4a1a_ba99_34a788][bookmark: _LINE__18_8a705ffd_c8da_46e3_8c36_702884][bookmark: _LINE__19_e1902e8f_3732_47ad_a842_53066b][bookmark: _LINE__20_2ae0428f_4e02_42ed_9867_880911]4. Program requirements.  An acquisition or grant made pursuant to this subsection is subject to the requirement that a recreational trail on a property protected under the program may not be altered or developed in a manner that precludes its existing use, including use by a snowmobile or by an all-terrain vehicle, if applicable.  Any change to the access or layout of a recreational trail protected pursuant to this section must be approved by the snowmobile club, all-terrain vehicle club or another club or group that maintains the recreational trail.  If no club or group is responsible for maintaining the recreational trail the proposed change must be approved by the commissioner. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__caa6896c_b1ae_4291_8c96][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9789233b_22f3_4fcf_baeb_97c][bookmark: _PAR__9_5f2fbb4a_3027_43d0_b909_f2026aa1][bookmark: _LINE__33_51259c25_c53f_427e_9890_98f74b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f7446716_4c8c_43aa_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ba71d414_067f_4a85_ace][bookmark: _LINE__34_b4c28d95_5924_409a_abff_da7fc9][bookmark: _LINE__35_e04b1d3f_6e81_495c_8e3d_ec6c3e][bookmark: _LINE__36_d85039ff_a0dc_49a0_a5b4_deb601][bookmark: _LINE__37_33f8a4cb_d0b5_427c_993e_7d5eff][bookmark: _LINE__38_cdf77fd1_8d6b_4556_963b_5d911b][bookmark: _LINE__39_692b5b7e_05f3_4790_913c_2514d0][bookmark: _LINE__40_4157e441_1d96_4e6b_9e96_e86dda]7.  Termination.  If the commissioner determines that the public purposes of a grant made under subsection 5 are no longer served, the commissioner may, consistent with the provisions of Title 33, chapter 6A, terminate a grant agreement made under subsection 5 conditional on repayment of the original grant amount or an amount equal to that proportion of the then-current value of the protected property that represents the ratio of the original grant amount to the original fee interest value at the time of the grant.  Any funds recovered under this subsection must be deposited into the Trails for the Future Fund under Title 5, section 6203G and may be expended only for the purposes of this section.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_19b18622_78f1_42cf_8089_16ab3d3][bookmark: _LINE__42_38a40684_8505_4555_b821_d897b2][bookmark: _LINE__43_89b39da0_74c1_4c78_b041_f437b2][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__af18e6f5_abae_4a69_9139_83f][bookmark: _PAGE__3_0957d926_07e2_4cfc_9a23_0a181ec][bookmark: _PAR__1_403484d4_9dbf_46be_a8e3_9292cb0a][bookmark: _LINE__1_907f8d23_c581_4116_8403_bc58c20][bookmark: _LINE__2_bbb2cb34_3d7b_43df_9480_c20b43a][bookmark: _LINE__3_8ac987fe_91d3_42e2_b265_40bb443][bookmark: _LINE__4_380b1b0d_ab02_423b_b05b_398a400][bookmark: _LINE__5_f34cd11e_eb3e_4134_8f56_ac07ae4][bookmark: _LINE__6_ee8f0510_2b8c_4032_adbf_ef2df55][bookmark: _LINE__7_2f96981e_c7e1_47c8_90a5_c1904e3][bookmark: _LINE__8_493b9c09_bcd8_4d65_9bd7_6103b7c][bookmark: _LINE__9_6a223ade_d00b_4df1_b12a_6372cef]This bill creates the Trails for the Future Fund and the Trails for the Future Program to protect public access to established recreational trails, including snowmobile trails and allterrain vehicle, or ATV, trails, through the acquisition of property and the establishment of easements.  The bill requires that an acquisition or grant made pursuant to the program is subject to the requirement that the recreational trail on the property may not be altered or developed in a manner that precludes its existing use, including use by a snowmobile or by an ATV, if applicable.  The bill also requires that any change to the access or layout of a recreational trail protected pursuant to the program must be approved by the snowmobile club, ATV club or another club or group that maintains the recreational trail.  If no club or group is responsible for maintaining the recreational trail the proposed changes must be approved by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.
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