132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Promote Public Education in Maine by Amending the Laws Governing Student Transfers
L.D. 
An Act to Promote Public Education in Maine by Amending the Laws Governing Student Transfers
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__f3a251cb_548e_4350_ae3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__37c84225_d21e_49da_a404_4ef0b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__d802ad18_3aa1_4587_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_7c3babc6_50b1_460f_a39e_881bd73][bookmark: _PAR__1_f5b13357_dcaf_4567_a026_12802f70][bookmark: _LINE__1_52a5b68b_11ae_4c30_aa0c_e21657a]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c13e732c_c3d9_4340_8183][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6132b3a5_ca8a_4361_ab2e_4fd4][bookmark: _PAR__10_aa2aef9a_c70d_4b09_b38d_350ec0b][bookmark: _LINE__32_d70672f8_ef19_4270_b71b_33ab2c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c17e419f_9867_48dd_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fcb15a14_b198_44a8_ba8][bookmark: _LINE__33_834926d4_1ef5_435c_97f4_2e8dcb][bookmark: _LINE__34_e5e9aea6_0d71_49c9_8d72_66c238][bookmark: _LINE__35_6f94c4da_ac06_4cff_9b05_89741d][bookmark: _LINE__36_90eb1c68_a578_4018_afe8_4306e3][bookmark: _LINE__37_193ad3bb_06e9_4726_af8e_1e534c][bookmark: _LINE__38_6a637a65_0c12_4529_b555_6d8a97][bookmark: _LINE__39_c88a965a_4853_4f77_9c35_19adb6]A-1.  A request by a student's parent or guardian for a transfer from one school administrative unit to another school administrative unit or from one school to another school within the same school administrative unit must be approved by the receiving school administrative unit or school, as long as there is sufficient capacity for enrollment at the receiving school and grade level pursuant to paragraph C-1.  If a transfer request is denied, the receiving school administrative unit shall provide to the student's parent or guardian a written description of the basis of that school administrative unit's decision.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__85932f4b_92b0_4a3f_a2e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f6b01990_4422_44c3_8e3a_3a99][bookmark: _PAR__8_bc3b2b1e_a2cb_4e45_ba9c_26120790][bookmark: _LINE__31_599f319b_2c20_4fa5_9c01_0092b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a342da4c_a66a_41ec_85a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__226c141a_5360_45e5_b4][bookmark: _LINE__32_3f8dec62_3a52_4066_9c71_966de0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__86fe5dba_c8c9_4a57_9f][bookmark: _LINE__33_619dfeb3_ec22_469d_887a_6b6e31][bookmark: _LINE__34_3699380c_fc1c_4225_b264_5832e6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cde93887_cbd1_4a33_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dc9e972f_01d6_4976_a0][bookmark: _LINE__35_5c44e063_2b9f_4506_b3ab_e76f12][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c7a9137e_036f_4d94_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a1403ce4_ea5b_41f6_99][bookmark: _LINE__36_9b311386_1b23_4c32_8c5c_b63ece][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bfecf151_8019_4c70_ab][bookmark: _LINE__37_2d4c220e_2006_4468_96f3_5ba5bc][bookmark: _LINE__38_a06f0641_d85c_4f9e_8022_860c12][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c9eeba8b_e3cd_409b_ad][bookmark: _LINE__39_37dcaeed_0b19_4979_9bda_c5c423][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__73fd5e68_8324_4fa3_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__07477cae_bfba_4673_a4][bookmark: _LINE__40_7ec471b8_05cc_44e6_b2cf_a1d92e][bookmark: _LINE__41_ea230347_163a_488c_bdf2_73b343]F.  If dissatisfied with the commissioner's decision, a parent or guardian of a student requesting transfer or either superintendent may, within 10 calendar days of the commissioner's decision, request that the state board review the transfer.  The state board shall review the superintendents' school administrative units' determinations and communicate with the commissioner, the superintendents school administrative units and the parent or guardian of the student.  The state board may approve or disapprove the transfer.  The state board shall make a decision within 45 calendar days of receiving the request and shall provide to the parent or guardian of the student, the superintendents school administrative units and the commissioner a written decision describing the basis of the state board's determination.  The state board's decision is final and binding.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__32aa6fe7_ccbe_4a8d_b58][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a77333bc_6de2_4d35_9f85_bb59][bookmark: _PAR__2_81e6d229_d844_4e56_ab51_3b1da4c7][bookmark: _LINE__3_74856252_b25f_4d23_8479_42cccd9][bookmark: _LINE__4_7e8ca81a_13ff_4052_9675_c65bf9a][bookmark: _LINE__5_e86cbc0a_4d2c_4e51_8dd5_2d595d4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7f6dbcbf_c137_4394_ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f1bac127_ecb1_4661_88][bookmark: _LINE__6_8b75dfa2_c741_442f_a8b5_0bf9383]A transfer under this subsection may not be made to a receiving school administrative unit that does not operate a public school that includes the grade level of the student whose parent or guardian requests the transfer, unless the superintendents of both the sending and receiving school administrative units approve the transfer.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7bca9931_4f0b_43da][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ade07acc_d67b_4cbf_b675_c][bookmark: _PAR__4_dec59dec_f4ee_48fc_91f2_2af7a3b8][bookmark: _LINE__11_83b0d87a_ed19_4a16_b3b8_532843][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__66d3bcc3_8bdb_44f2][bookmark: _LINE__12_c7c3ec91_f6c2_445f_8f35_ca9786]Sec. 6.  20-A MRSA §5205, sub-§6-A, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 651, §1, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__79ab2625_8b29_46f9_a218][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__36fd5a9d_aa09_43df_a507_77b][bookmark: _PAR__7_b7cb6602_fe60_41e6_94be_955b53cd][bookmark: _LINE__26_eaf8c8cb_8728_46b3_99dc_f4dca4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c7bcaa2c_b3c7_4f31_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3cc380c2_227b_48b0_a2b][bookmark: _LINE__27_7a28efbc_2a14_4da7_b8b2_b37f92][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__840dd7c8_79e3_44e5_83d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__67b77710_5c1a_428a_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f8460b86_6cd0_472a_a0][bookmark: _LINE__28_140a68b5_e521_4cd1_b819_7e761f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ed415c21_6e90_4fbf_a9][bookmark: _LINE__29_c7f9f3dd_b22a_479b_a116_c1cd61][bookmark: _LINE__30_74ebebb9_ddbc_4597_b3eb_d45794][bookmark: _LINE__31_dfcce1d2_2690_4e1d_9931_08acb8][bookmark: _LINE__32_a5ce4abc_792f_4b26_9e54_723c72][bookmark: _LINE__33_3197334f_09dc_4537_9a4e_9b12db][bookmark: _LINE__34_0992d930_27e4_4d65_84da_c78c32][bookmark: _LINE__35_017c16b8_ee7e_46b1_9a5f_66452e][bookmark: _LINE__36_52d79e1c_3aba_49a1_8b9a_e8cc61][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__24a7fe93_8894_4393_83f][bookmark: _LINE__37_dbe9dc9e_298e_4ef3_a5a5_608fb1]6-B.  Education service center enrollment policies.  Members in an education service center, as defined in section 3801, subsection 1, paragraph B, may shall adopt a mutual policy allowing the transfer of students, with parental or guardian approval, among the member school administrative units. The mutual policy must set forth procedures and standards governing the transfers, including but not limited to the school year or years in which the policy applies, application procedures and standards of responsibility for transportation and special education. Each member school board that adopts the mutual policy under this subsection shall post a copy of the mutual policy on the school administrative unit's publicly accessible website and shall provide timely notice of the policy to residents of the school administrative unit governed by that school board. For the purposes of chapter 606‑B, a student transferred under this subsection is considered a resident of the school administrative unit to which the student transferred.
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