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An Act to Amend a Circulator's Oath for Petitions and Nomination Papers by Including the Number of Signatures Collected
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__885810ab_92d8_4589_9e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__205a18b3_20f0_4ade_964b_43be][bookmark: _PAR__7_9863fc54_059f_469c_974a_bd52c33f][bookmark: _LINE__24_d4ff14e5_ca67_4e07_a39b_ba5bd2][bookmark: _LINE__25_a536f089_f545_4666_b5ff_cd0fe9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__168d9a14_068c_4064_955][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__171f7a30_4584_42e3_b45][bookmark: _LINE__26_93ed9154_ab30_4350_a9a5_940ce7][bookmark: _LINE__27_eeb2f093_fcfc_4c5c_bbfc_d21e61][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e44a4bd0_d626_4e12_b7][bookmark: _LINE__28_ff14223d_5394_41a3_964c_ba1bcb][bookmark: _LINE__29_8e910c9b_b67e_4b9f_b3cc_c07b1e][bookmark: _LINE__30_094d48c0_2048_4c9a_8042_8d1a6b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__096937ed_4456_47b6_a15][bookmark: _LINE__31_2ab512f1_bdf1_47a0_99d6_68fdc8][bookmark: _LINE__32_44c25151_2592_4d31_aa56_9fa2ed][bookmark: _LINE__33_2f4ffddc_c178_423d_8f7f_74725f][bookmark: _LINE__34_8fdd9061_68f2_44fb_bde4_38e644][bookmark: _LINE__35_c83c487a_6324_4f3c_8de8_c7004c][bookmark: _LINE__36_35bb9bc7_3ad3_4959_8c08_f86d86][bookmark: _LINE__37_7dcf1c3d_60e5_4a9b_8fc4_6cf6a0][bookmark: _LINE__38_a4dcbaa0_7d77_4166_912e_8fdd05][bookmark: _LINE__39_b549343f_8b2f_4f68_b18c_20a9bd][bookmark: _LINE__40_eb0ab052_9786_4e4e_96c0_761557][bookmark: _LINE__41_1f45939b_8e2b_436b_b258_d25cd4][bookmark: _LINE__42_38788556_2e8e_487f_b7f3_3774da][bookmark: _LINE__43_a359466a_d10e_4d98_87ac_77dd35][bookmark: _LINE__44_9ff3ae51_e8ba_4f70_a7c1_2c170d][bookmark: _LINE__45_627531d7_c081_4c17_9447_87d674]The petitions must be signed in the same manner as are nonparty nomination petitions under section 354, subsections 3 and 4.  The circulator of a petition must sign the petition and verify by oath or affirmation before a notary public or other person authorized by law to administer oaths or affirmations the total number of signatures on the petition and that the circulator personally witnessed all of the signatures to the petition and that to the best of the circulator's knowledge and belief each signature is the signature of the person whose name it purports to be and that each signature authorized under section 153‑A was made by the authorized signer in the presence and at the direction of the voter. After administering the oath to the circulator, the notary public or other authorized person must sign the notarial certificate on the petition while in the presence of the circulator. After the petition is signed and verified in this manner, the petition must be submitted to the registrar for certification in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 20.  If the petitions submitted to the registrar are not signed and verified in accordance with this paragraph, the registrar may not certify the petitions and is required only to return the petitions.  The clerk or registrar shall keep a log of petitions submitted to the municipal office for verification.  The log must contain the title of the petition, the name of the person submitting the petition, the date of submission, the number of petition forms submitted and the date and manner by which the petitions were returned.  The notary public or other authorized person who administered the oath to the circulator must keep a log of petitions for which that person administered the circulator's oath, listing the title of the petition, the name of the circulator taking the oath, the date of the oath and the number of petition forms signed and verified by the circulator that day.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_dcc1e010_e4cb_49ed_b3f7_7bc5afc9][bookmark: _LINE__2_89fac204_76f0_43c8_a524_6576058][bookmark: _LINE__3_33a62662_e0ab_4a07_b020_a59742e][bookmark: _LINE__4_f34044be_6bab_4391_b506_54067f7]This bill amends the laws governing a circulator's oath for a primary petition, nomination petition, people's veto referendum petition or direct initiative of legislation petition to include the total number of signatures on the petition.
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