132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish the Upper St. John Valley Recovery High School Program
L.D. 
An Act to Establish the Upper St. John Valley Recovery High School Program
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e701a8ee_d5a0_422a_bf86_c261][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__61a9cdb4_955a_4c32_896][bookmark: _PAR__6_8cd3b0a0_f86b_4b5d_a2f6_46f5eb97][bookmark: _LINE__6_a79a5550_be9a_48c0_a03e_308e182][bookmark: _LINE__7_6568ed9c_584d_4319_bcb6_859ec4e][bookmark: _LINE__8_556621ab_7db3_4c88_9a88_29aaac3][bookmark: _LINE__9_ccfd6e6c_5171_43b9_bb30_e44c667][bookmark: _LINE__10_bd0b5887_52bb_4a9f_bdf2_3ca775][bookmark: _LINE__11_4329fb55_fbb8_4e52_be75_f3e31a]The department shall establish the Upper St. John Valley Recovery High School Pilot Program, referred to in this section as "the program," as a 3-year pilot program to be based at the campus of the University of Maine at Fort Kent and to be operated by the Valley Unified Education Service Center, or its successor organization, in accordance with this section, beginning with the 2026-2027 school year.  Students enrolled in the program are enrolled as students of School Administrative District No. 27.  The program must:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f1654575_be23_4150_b167_4a8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9b885721_d0a0_4bb9_9db][bookmark: _PAR__14_6d8864fb_9912_486a_bdaf_0f432ec][bookmark: _LINE__32_6c7ff445_727f_42a0_8169_b568c1][bookmark: _LINE__33_d4ee5f15_9afa_4c3f_acfb_cb3b8c][bookmark: _LINE__34_0d74b8ea_439f_4163_899e_6ac9ba][bookmark: _LINE__35_e52e07e4_02a4_476e_8a45_3f8dc9][bookmark: _LINE__36_b7f15f0d_5fdd_4200_a02f_c9272f]The department shall work with the Valley Unified Education Service Center, or its successor organization, and the Department of Health and Human Services to establish the curriculum and enrollment criteria for the program.  The department shall adopt necessary rules to carry out the provisions of this section.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_b81d27be_1b77_492d_8e52_8b85dd22][bookmark: _LINE__2_52254734_b947_4d53_9764_a23a634][bookmark: _LINE__3_a301c9b3_3f9a_4c8e_927f_e97221e][bookmark: _LINE__4_b35f1bbd_9abd_4207_bbcb_4320aa6][bookmark: _LINE__5_6a39fc0f_32a6_4427_8aaf_0eb1b80][bookmark: _LINE__6_ac2f4b9d_7a7b_4977_940f_bbe800d][bookmark: _LINE__7_1b35a23a_e4ee_4300_aaf2_3e034a3][bookmark: _LINE__8_f691070b_0cf3_4328_921f_09299fe][bookmark: _LINE__9_49786928_e4e2_4a5b_8f28_2037cd1][bookmark: _LINE__10_e4c3cb97_ebac_4eb6_8594_de8fc8][bookmark: _LINE__11_87b1c27c_4a30_4b25_990a_680d88][bookmark: _LINE__12_71f58652_725b_483c_857e_572589][bookmark: _LINE__13_ccd6264b_945a_42a9_80fb_d72f26]This bill requires the Department of Education to establish the Upper St. John Valley Recovery High School Pilot Program, a 3-year pilot program based at the campus of the University of Maine at Fort Kent and operated by the Valley Unified Education Service Center, or its successor organization, to educate high school students in recovery from substance use disorder or co-occurring disorders.  The bill requires the program to provide supervised housing to enrolled students during the school week and requires students to participate in a concurrent, complementary program of recovery from substance use disorder or co-occurring disorders while enrolled in the program.  The program must address requirements for awarding secondary school diplomas to students enrolled in the program.  The bill also requires the Department of Education to work with the Department of Health and Human Services and the Valley Unified Education Service Center to establish the curriculum and enrollment criteria for the program.
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