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An Act to Enhance the Coordination and Effectiveness of Integrated Distribution Grid Planning
L.D. 
An Act to Enhance the Coordination and Effectiveness of Integrated Distribution Grid Planning
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7e5a08cc_6a44_4dc0_8dd4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fb14417f_6583_4b5a_a642_523][bookmark: _PAGE__2_0f0bfcd9_ff8d_4961_9c8d_d8a857e][bookmark: _PAR__1_8e3eddca_2a19_420c_b9ed_3ce523cf][bookmark: _LINE__1_16d04e3e_59a5_40b0_8108_3ce3d85][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b3125ebe_90aa_4124_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f86a89ab_b3d5_4253_bb8][bookmark: _LINE__2_216af2fc_438e_4fff_9c76_f7040c6]2. Transmission and energy planning. In engaging in transmission and energy planning under this subchapter, the commission shall:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__01eb5dca_8286][bookmark: _PAR__3_bbe5e782_9ba6_4984_8f84_3349f173][bookmark: _LINE__8_d8affefb_5b13_471d_9450_b7f08ce][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__32441163_2b58_4c16][bookmark: _LINE__9_625c6991_9368_4c12_b088_6c00bd6][bookmark: _LINE__10_b152fbf2_f465_4824_8260_d20e6f][bookmark: _LINE__11_ef205c5b_af05_43aa_99bd_bbd9cb][bookmark: _LINE__12_5d31f9cb_4193_4d81_a535_e87b52][bookmark: _LINE__13_9eec44d1_d470_48e9_bf51_359f5e][bookmark: _LINE__14_66ac8322_1dec_4f70_b153_5f93a1][bookmark: _LINE__15_077f83cb_ef83_40c6_a51d_f136c1][bookmark: _LINE__16_3edc0976_08f7_4574_96fc_5cc127][bookmark: _LINE__17_8925889d_f281_4b3c_aa4b_8d2328][bookmark: _LINE__18_18c75030_75b7_43fc_b4d8_439792][bookmark: _LINE__19_f3415a95_ef99_44a9_b171_26edb2][bookmark: _LINE__20_6b53c824_48e4_477d_b7a2_0916da][bookmark: _LINE__21_fbc5490b_8804_4d51_880e_05962a][bookmark: _LINE__22_3b834cd9_8231_43f8_806f_d7c32d][bookmark: _LINE__23_0ba3c49b_88bb_4386_9730_eaf1a9]Sec. 10.  Assessment of nonwires alternative process.  In consultation with the Efficiency Maine Trust and the Office of the Public Advocate, the Public Utilities Commission shall conduct a review of the nonwires alternative investigation and recommendation process established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3132-C.  The commission's review must assess the efficiency of that process and consider how that process is incorporated into integrated grid plan filings submitted by large investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities in accordance with the requirements established by Title 35-A, section 3147.  The review must include the opportunity for stakeholders to provide comments to the commission. The commission shall develop recommendations for changes to the nonwires alternative investigation and recommendation process based on its review, which may include recommended legislation to better integrate nonwires alternatives into the requirements for grid plan filings.  By January 1, 2026, the commission shall provide a report of its recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology.  The committee may report out a bill related to the commission's recommendations to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_0bd23cd2_4b98_4d46_9100_30e7a890][bookmark: _LINE__25_21bb498c_7860_406d_a599_02988b][bookmark: _LINE__26_aa36b479_d4ec_4e7f_b38d_015553][bookmark: _LINE__27_4f9084c2_a189_4c36_98d1_6a1ee3][bookmark: _LINE__28_5e73cfca_ab27_472b_9266_5ecfc1][bookmark: _LINE__29_1cb5a9dc_e2f4_4777_b64d_2ab451][bookmark: _LINE__30_828076a2_910c_423f_87fb_687e97][bookmark: _LINE__31_b7802dce_b0c2_4dd8_911d_38067c][bookmark: _LINE__32_8701a42b_7bf2_4006_8d73_e94615]This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission and the Efficiency Maine Trust to use an energy forecasting method for energy supply and demand forecasting that is consistent with the energy forecasting method used by the Governor's Energy Office in preparing the comprehensive state energy plan.  It requires the commission, in developing requests for proposals, conducting procurements and negotiating agreements for energy and energy storage systems, to consider the grid plans developed by large investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to seek to optimize grid capacity and minimize the need for capital investment in the transmission or distribution system. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9e0e35f7_8720_4df0_929d_c38b5c3e][bookmark: _LINE__33_cb374527_31ee_4e6a_ab5d_ec655f][bookmark: _LINE__34_d7ca09df_7b9e_4b59_a3d0_7ed59e][bookmark: _LINE__35_38aa359d_2114_4b90_87bf_2ed420][bookmark: _LINE__36_91c5bf74_adf3_40eb_b3fb_154111][bookmark: _LINE__37_827273cb_2808_4a9e_b9ad_964aee][bookmark: _LINE__38_50b15890_982e_495c_8111_807ee2][bookmark: _LINE__39_6c25a64e_7531_41b1_a7d3_d7d87a][bookmark: _LINE__40_2825c822_835c_447a_8be1_992e76][bookmark: _LINE__41_233c0591_4c45_4077_be6a_9ee98e][bookmark: _LINE__42_b967006e_aa49_4145_be65_be2c1e][bookmark: _LINE__43_c36bcf80_4a06_4337_b547_3b7101][bookmark: _LINE__44_f858ac90_10f9_4862_90df_ed0924]It also requires the commission to, when engaging in transmission and energy planning, establish mechanisms to integrate grid plans filed by large investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities, seek to improve efficiency and reliability of and reduce congestion on the grid through the consideration of grid-enhancing technologies and advanced conductors and incentivize the incorporation of low-voltage sensors to improve grid monitoring capacity.  The bill also requires the commission, in consultation with the Efficiency Maine Trust and the Office of the Public Advocate, to conduct a review of the nonwires alternative investigation and recommendation process established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3132-C.  By January 1, 2026, the commission must provide a report of its recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology.  The committee may report out a bill related to the commission's recommendations to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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