131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Repeal and Replace the Charter of the Boothbay-Boothbay Harbor Community School District
L.D. 
An Act to Repeal and Replace the Charter of the Boothbay-Boothbay Harbor Community School District
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_1324d0d2_4492_4ac2_900a_868e6a4d][bookmark: _LINE__4_b39c1320_cbea_48ac_9dba_97cafb0][bookmark: _LINE__5_6974aa2f_98dd_49a0_b2e6_5919b2a][bookmark: _LINE__6_d70ce2a8_e518_4086_9e9a_f8a9a7c][bookmark: _LINE__7_2ec7befa_7a66_4d49_a919_124ee32][bookmark: _LINE__8_947af7e8_327c_4f0e_82c4_84603a9][bookmark: _LINE__9_8d317d9e_fcbc_4588_b8c3_33e33bc][bookmark: _LINE__10_d87252a6_2a36_43c7_a0eb_2ed1dc]Sec. 1.  Organization and continued existence.  The Boothbay-Boothbay Harbor Community School District, referred to in this Act as "the community school district," is a community school district organized pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 105 and this Act to provide public education in grades prekindergarten or kindergarten to grade 12 for the Town of Boothbay and the Town of Boothbay Harbor.  The community school district is governed by Title 20-A, chapter 105 except as provided by this Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8833d90d_c8bd_4cb6_b6c4_1bf03c6d][bookmark: _LINE__11_66d6c432_6d83_4d8a_9955_63245f][bookmark: _LINE__12_e14a6428_1899_4b6f_add8_9ce40b][bookmark: _LINE__13_7e0badcf_cad7_4864_b999_0685ca]Sec. 2.  Governance transition.  The district school committee members and the trustees of the community school district serving as of the effective date of this Act shall continue in their offices for their respective remaining terms.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f022ec36_d052_40fc_a2c9_c4fcec63][bookmark: _LINE__14_7503b1df_059e_4133_8c85_e9f33d][bookmark: _LINE__15_9ddf68d6_5468_4666_869a_c2a547][bookmark: _LINE__16_a5325674_e7e3_42e5_b2f8_7ae0a1][bookmark: _LINE__17_6cd8eb5a_3061_4f09_9987_1abc99][bookmark: _LINE__18_6561160a_3fe4_4778_8de4_eadc7f][bookmark: _LINE__19_5d107ff8_796f_4865_bf9c_b31ba9][bookmark: _LINE__20_c8669bbd_1d0e_4620_ace3_c6f92a][bookmark: _LINE__21_6204823f_d92b_4369_9341_21d5ae][bookmark: _LINE__22_dc6c9550_d1c1_49c0_912b_2db3e8]Sec. 3.  Board of trustees; district school committee.  Except as provided by this Act, the board of trustees and district school committee have the duties and authority pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 105.  The board of trustees may act as a building and facilities governing committee, including authority in consultation with the district school committee over the budget for maintaining, repairing, replacing and improving the community school district's buildings and other facilities and over the district's capital reserve funds.  The community school district may vote in accordance with Title 20-A, section 1651, subsection 4 to have the district school committee perform the duties of the board of trustees.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b8ca3805_0062_42a0_a971_90b07389][bookmark: _LINE__23_6b4eb718_e0eb_455d_a941_621bad][bookmark: _LINE__24_91337a7a_5108_4846_bd30_46cf78][bookmark: _LINE__25_027ce01d_e6ff_4fd7_a3ba_f169e9][bookmark: _LINE__26_917da327_c03b_45f2_9a1f_b794be][bookmark: _LINE__27_3cb51520_a9c1_459e_a4fa_913c25][bookmark: _LINE__28_079a8eb2_9b79_4c54_9321_28d9d0][bookmark: _LINE__29_f0523c68_2d13_40e9_990a_f921c1][bookmark: _LINE__30_a19a70ea_a456_425f_854c_9b4153][bookmark: _LINE__31_8b8711e3_36ef_4249_b1f3_805eba][bookmark: _LINE__32_7dbb938b_10e9_4768_a9fe_98902e][bookmark: _LINE__33_353b0bc8_b27f_4f21_b132_943eac][bookmark: _LINE__34_66f475f9_28e1_4fcc_a236_4ce596][bookmark: _LINE__35_e6011f28_a832_49ee_a065_21a714][bookmark: _LINE__36_d46d6ad5_90ca_454b_af6c_389b6c][bookmark: _LINE__37_2cf4ef4a_0ccd_44c6_96d3_9031f1][bookmark: _LINE__38_b5b0fe7d_9cf4_4d69_892f_6aaf3d][bookmark: _LINE__39_e49d4533_ba5b_4432_8195_a25748][bookmark: _LINE__40_8ee18419_98b1_4ad6_9817_43faf3]Sec. 4. Cost sharing; amendment. The community school district shall apportion amounts to each member municipality for the total sum of the annual capital budget, less funds available from other sources to meet the same, and for the total sum of the annual operating budget, less funds available to meet the same, based upon the number of resident pupils in each municipality on the most recent June 1st before the fiscal year prior to the fiscal year of the budget; except that no more than 60% and no less than 40% of such net sum for the annual capital budget may be so apportioned to any town in any year.  For the purpose of local cost sharing under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15688, subsection 4, the district's cost-sharing formula was established by this Act prior to January 1, 2004, and this formula determines each municipality's local cost of education for purposes of Title 20-A, section 15688.  The community school district shall assess and collect school taxes from each member municipality as provided by state law. The community school district shall follow the procedure under state law for amendment of cost-sharing, except that the district school committee shall submit any cost-sharing amendment to voters at a referendum and may determine the amendment to be approved only if each municipality adopts the amendment by a majority of its voters voting and if the total vote cast in each municipality is at least 20% of the number of votes cast in the last gubernatorial election.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6f4fe97b_1ec2_45a0_890c_d51e44be][bookmark: _LINE__41_421fce70_f937_4989_80a2_042d1f][bookmark: _LINE__42_bb727edf_6456_49ab_915d_23cb43][bookmark: _LINE__43_43da0a7f_cf74_4e1d_beeb_fbfee0][bookmark: _LINE__44_fbe87be9_f232_4538_92eb_957b27][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__815af038_d3da_495b_be5b_d26][bookmark: _PAGE__2_e6bec378_0471_46c8_b2fd_f739dd9][bookmark: _PAR__1_6d661ae1_1a76_426c_adc4_eace230f][bookmark: _LINE__1_f228b045_9da6_4d22_860a_f8a1cb9][bookmark: _LINE__2_9a0a8525_8d0b_4a13_af54_a52b613][bookmark: _LINE__3_6192004e_57f8_4040_b7bd_4865efe][bookmark: _LINE__4_6fb8cd99_bf69_4de7_bc10_8f77f70]Sec. 5. Borrowing authority; voter authorization. Except as provided by this Act, the board of trustees has the authority to borrow pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 1651, subsection 2, paragraph E.  Capital project bonds or notes of the community school district that are general obligations must be approved by the district voters.  The board of trustees shall issue a warrant to initiate a district referendum on a general obligation bond issue of $250,000 or more and a warrant to initiate either a district meeting or district referendum on a general obligation bond issue in an amount of less than $250,000.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_9603e9b2_8b8f_4ce4_bf9d_514aa676][bookmark: _LINE__5_8d39a53c_73ed_417b_8018_0e9f473][bookmark: _LINE__6_dcadb8ed_29a9_4699_ae5e_7016dbe][bookmark: _LINE__7_c432daa5_09fa_4eaa_b7df_e38bfd2][bookmark: _LINE__8_98eb6a0e_4137_4888_bb65_05e1415][bookmark: _LINE__9_216fab75_7a22_421e_b9c9_6467186][bookmark: _LINE__10_4a437b57_94e1_4816_866b_535880][bookmark: _LINE__11_78baf56e_1dce_442a_bec3_e1412d][bookmark: _LINE__12_5300aa13_210f_4843_b1eb_d3fe22][bookmark: _LINE__13_b9eae06c_3e30_4d05_b7cc_ff61a6][bookmark: _LINE__14_bbec16df_ce25_4329_9ce4_94bf7a][bookmark: _LINE__15_8a657191_9d78_4dd4_9f2a_88b624][bookmark: _LINE__16_cb7c7d7e_32e4_45f8_b9aa_657cd3][bookmark: _LINE__17_ece2941f_6e48_4083_9bba_c3f9df][bookmark: _LINE__18_dbf78b11_8748_4f4d_bc05_6b0a95][bookmark: _LINE__19_3308be6d_0d53_42c0_af7d_dd2f61][bookmark: _LINE__20_8a8e8fc9_8713_4304_8bbd_9902bb][bookmark: _LINE__21_5aadcd33_d9b0_4fe9_851b_1798c4][bookmark: _LINE__22_44ea713f_d07d_4600_92a3_3d7544][bookmark: _LINE__23_a204bc5c_8015_428d_9b26_7d3564][bookmark: _LINE__24_8b762d14_0130_40a3_849c_debcd9][bookmark: _LINE__25_9097e60f_8702_4e7f_8c6c_500408][bookmark: _LINE__26_af013884_9276_4bc9_9c3f_8dc4eb][bookmark: _LINE__27_e44ae3f2_4b77_4b1c_9257_e4bca0][bookmark: _LINE__28_545e791c_9d86_4083_baf3_d6f3d1][bookmark: _LINE__29_23969440_9e98_4a10_a64a_eb46c4][bookmark: _LINE__30_d37c71cf_603a_4fa4_9e79_ff53f3]Sec. 6. Budget validation referendum. The format and procedure for the school operating budget to be presented to the voters of the community school district must be the cost center summary budget format and the budget validation referendum procedure of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 105, subchapter 3, except that the budget validation referendum procedure may be discontinued only by a referendum vote called by the district school committee and held on a date at least 10 years after the effective date of this Act or by a written petition for its discontinuance filed with the district school committee by at least 10% of the number of voters voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities of the community school district.  In either case, the referendum question submitted to the voters must be as follows:  "Do you wish to continue the budget validation referendum of this Community School District for at least another 10 years?"  The district school committee shall place the question on the next scheduled warrant for a budget validation referendum or an earlier one if determined appropriate by the district school committee.  If this referendum passes, the budget validation referendum procedure may be discontinued only by a referendum vote called by the district school committee and held on a date at least 10 years after the date of the prior vote to continue the budget validation or by a written petition for its discontinuance filed with the district school committee by at least 10% of the number of voters voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities of the community school district.  If this referendum fails, that vote ends the use of the budget validation referendum beginning with the following budget year and prohibits its reconsideration for at least 3 years.  At least 3 years after a vote that discontinued the budget validation referendum, an article to reinstate the budget validation referendum procedure may be placed on the ballot by vote of the district school committee or by petition as provided by state law, and if approved by the voters the budget validation referendum may not be discontinued except after 10 years as provided in this section or by voter petition as provided in this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_11d53d45_808b_4acd_816e_0906dd50][bookmark: _LINE__31_00d6cc77_64fc_4194_ba93_4b4909][bookmark: _LINE__32_1c5a2935_496f_4296_a0b7_9bcaca][bookmark: _LINE__33_fa5989ba_49e6_4ef0_88ee_e66054][bookmark: _LINE__34_ae8ca031_5b64_4626_b894_6fca84][bookmark: _LINE__35_cbfc5d7e_f390_450c_b05e_2f13ca]Sec. 7. District meeting procedures.  The community school district shall conduct budget meetings and special budget meetings in the manner provided under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 105, subchapter 3. The community school district may conduct other meetings of its voters in the manner provided for budget meetings under state law. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_064f03dd_5bab_4e2c_a796_b1979731][bookmark: _LINE__36_c5b1586b_ccc6_4d94_aa84_339a33][bookmark: _LINE__37_2030ca38_554d_459f_9705_e92d64][bookmark: _LINE__38_ce81e40d_1fda_407b_9e55_e2321d]Sec. 8. District referendum procedures.  The community school district shall conduct referenda for purposes described in this Act or state law in the manner provided for regional school units under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 103-A.   
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0d861af9_abbb_4354_b018_1ca1e303][bookmark: _LINE__39_18b4fd8f_fe2f_4398_a0f4_e7af3f][bookmark: _LINE__40_1ae995c0_d777_48eb_971f_b1bd8f]Sec. 9. Controlling law.  If any provision of this Act conflicts with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 105, the provisions of this Act control.
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